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Q ve! then be K p S, ſelfes es but in mee 5s thy 
elpe. 


Seeke not Death in koh erronr Aer * life ; and row nat upon 'g 
Jour ſelves deſtrutti Tron, with the works of yourhands. 
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ig - ee rn HIER 
IRANSLATION 
; OF-THE- BOOKE OF. 
NATVRE, INTO THE 
_FVSE OF GRACE. 


Ro . Cap. 12. Ver. 4. 5- 
els Wee hane many members in one body , and all members 
bane not one office:Sowe being many are one body in Chriſt, 
' andevery one members one of another. 


S Godintimes pat diverſly, and Many Heb..t, 
a wayes , fpake vnto the Fathers-by the 
F| Prophets 1 Soalſohe hath,and dothvn. 
to vs intheſe dayes,, by his Apoſtles & 
CAiniſters, Speaking andteaching vs 
ſometimes by plaine principles,and af= 
GSH firmative concluſions, and otherwhiles 
——— by more plaine parables, and ſimilie 


. vu 
<p cages Fat ov 


. eve, | ISI 
. Inthi place, the holy and bleſſed Apoſtle teacheth vs by 
| a ;fmuluude, orcompariſon drawen from the bodies of men, 

| = tine th | =F2 


2 A Tranſlation of the Booke of Nature, 


ſaying: es we have many members in ore body, &CGe __ 

And'the maine thinge which the Apoſtle reacheth vs 
| heteby, 1s this . Namely that wee ſhould zor bee curions in 
| ſearchinginto hidden thinges , above. ourgifts : Or over- 
[ bukie in medling with thinges not pettainiogte.vs. This 
| | 4 ppeares bythe precedent and [nubſequent verſes;Far havite | 
| 


_ S at. 7 - o 


inthe former verſe admon!/hedevery. man; not 10-rhiuks of 

himſelfe more highly then he ought to thinke , bat to thinke 

ſoberly accordir:g as God hathydealt to every man,the meaſure 

of faith , And being in the wordes following, to adnoniſh 

every mano Tdiligent walking inhigvwne callingsin theſe 

LY words hee prefſettyforward higfaid doftrine, by this Ele- 

F gantand apt hapiligade, tekentzom the bodies of.mrenylay- 

E- 0 1ng.asvehanen bers watone bady &c.;Whith 18.as if 

Bi hee had ſaid thus., Asin.the,body of man , the members, 

| | though diverſe, & of diverſe offices, are ſo ky together, that 

Vi they ſweetly agree, without envying,inſulting,& incroach- 

8 | ing one vpon anorher : So ought it to bee in the Church, 

| I which is the CAly/ticall body of Chriſt, This is the ſcope and 

| meaning of the Apoſtle m tins place. ; | 
And by this we ſee,we-may learne wiſdome, as bythe 

1 Booke of Grace the ward of God : Soby the Booke of Na- ; 

pf cure,the worke of God, Euenby the compendrmm or manuel | 

6 | thereof:Man:ſpecially when theſe two are ioyned together, 

- & reador heard in theirdueplace and order. The Apoſtles 

bt practiſe here,is a plaine proofe hereof, And this his praiſe, 

Lf I pmrpeſe (:-Ged willing) farther to proſecure, ayming at ene | 

BY  awndrhefamerrd, which he did, that is,the ſpeedier edifymg 

of the (hwreb of God,Andthe method that Ihall.vſe, ſhall be 

the very lamewiththe Apoſtles here. That is,firſt ro propoſe, 

and then.to.demonſirare the ſaid propoſall by the tetimo- 

ny.of Grace and \Natnre Andihe fir propofirionthall be. 


. 
o 
* 


Qnedfit Dews, 
FE fr ws 177g + \That there us A God, ; | 
II . And thu Þ fay through the grace Linen unto mee ,tO , 


vſe the words of the Apoſtle verſe 3. that is by warrant 
: | ED and 


_  Imothevſeof Grate... 3 


and teſtimony from the word of Grace.,. corgmitted to my, 
diſpenſation, being a /miſter, andnamely,by teſtimonie 
of thoſe places which ſay 1n the beginning God created the 
heauen andthe earth.Gen-1.1, Godcreated man in his owne 
Image ver(,2.7. God ſaw every thinge, that he had mage verl, | 
31.Godſpake theſe words, I amthe Lord thy God. God & the ON 
king of all the earth., Donbtleſſe there u a God Pal, 58.v1t, 
Thus the Scripture is Euident , beſides infinite other places, 
tending ro the ſamepurpoſe. 

And as by the Booke of Grace, theScripture: So by the 
Booke of ngture, Thy ſelfe thou mayelt learne to ve/cene and 
acknowledge. ' Quod fit Dew, That thereisa God, evenby 
thine owne conſcience.accuſmng thee for ſecret finnes, fort 


dultery, Theft, oc:the like, 8 haſt dpae it.cuer ſo ſecretly, 

and hiddenly fromthe fight of any perſon living: yet thine 

owne conſcience will accuſe. thee , -witneſſe againlt thee, 

trouble thee , and .condewneFhee far jt; Now, what doch 

this aceuſing,this witnes-bearing,/thus rropbliag terrifying, 

and condemning ofthe Conſcience meane?. But that there 

that kaowes and ſees all things, to wbome conſcience bea- 

reth witneſſe , and whole (entence.,it Rands. in feare off, 

which.is neither Cap or Angel, but God alone. Not /ſar, 

for Alan knoweth not.the treſpaſle committed , whereby : 

the treſpaſſer ſhould Rand in feare. Ang neither Man,nor 

Angel can heare rhe.voice of colcience, or recewethe teſt1- 

mony thereof:Or yet diſcerne.what is inthe heart of Man, 

whereby he ſhould be diſquieted, or troubled in mind. And 

yer he is troubled, he is vexed, he feareth, yea and.lometime _. 

deſpaireth . AV which ſheweth vndeubtedly that there is a Ppt tefhe os 

God. eA Godthat ſeth in ſecret , that harerh iniquity, and yy wer, qui e» 

witl :aks vengeance on them that doeevill . For if there lefos Dei occi- 

were no Gad what need this feare? This trouble and vexa- 4# ? Cur deſpe- 

tion.of conſcience for ſecret finnes?This doubring,this deſ- 77. 141,908 

paire 2? Let «Athi/tsharke againk tis as long as they will, 517g 
Az they rum tradidic? 


4 wA tranſlationsfthe Booke of Nature. 
they haue that in them , that will convince them of the 
truth of the God-head, will they, nill they, either in life, or 
death. So that they ſhall ſay. Veriy theres arewardfor the 
righteow , doubtleſſe there is a God that indgeth the earth, 
Plal.58. En Cs JOU EOM ATED 


I. That there i A Trinity of Perſons in the vnitie.' 
of Divine eſſence: Ard an vnitic of eſ- 
lence i» the Trinity of Petfons, 


Thus faith the Booke of Gvace, There ave three that 
3, lon. 5.7. beare record mheauen; The Father, the Word, and the Hoty 


Math.3.16 27. FRO ens 3 bi ebb hate? 
Galatians. 4.9. Ghoſt ,and theſe three areone.s :Ioh.5:7 , 


* Andthis we may learneto acknowledge in ſomeſort; by | 


Plena Deo The /ight of Natwre,even by the /oule which Godhathigiuen 
ſumiliſa, cre- VS; ( that ſparke of Droinity,) Theie'are three ſpeciall facul- 
anti, Pruden, ties,0r powers ofthe foule. The v»derſt anding the memory, 
de natwa and the will; And yet theſe three make but one ſoule, and 
__ this one foule isin theſe three, In: this thou mayeſtbehold 
ſomeſemblinceof thargreat AMyſterie .. And thus 8. Aue 
£#%/#. doch illuſtrate the matter ; De Tri». /ib.11.c.11, [dem 
Epiſt .1q2.fic Bernard CMeditat.cap.x', Et fic alins'won infi- 


x 96-1 60"hi me ſorts , at, eruditionis, Vides ( tlquit te Y in avimotuo 
piſt a res primas if, porentias, nempe memoriam , intellettum , & 


PR CIP TE voluntatem.Viaes ettam has eſſe tres aft mit as potent ias dni- 
babemus quan. 174 {n ſuper vides has tres potentias vnitas,vnmm eſſe animuny 
dam repreſent a= 172 his baptiſſim; e Trinitatis imaginem videw, Nam vt tres 
tionem Tri-uni potentie anime,non ſunt confuſe, ſed diſtintte;'ita quidem ſunt 


Dei,Sol patrem, tres perfone Triunatis,Sed he tres potentie ſunt Un anmaia:. 


ſplendor filium, 
calor ſpiritum 
repreſentat. 


ita & he tres perſone ſunt vnu4 Dew, pernoſee ergo te ipſum, 
Deumg, trinum & vnum nouers , ad cuins ſmilitudmen fa- 
Aus creatine eras. Se LAPS 4 V2 ted Cd 

10:D. ſerm:of = This fimilitude I confeſſe, with a diſcreet Moderne Di. 
Dinine wifl. vixe,doth not ſo fully illuſtrace the matter, for if the Father 
begot the Soxne,as thepower of the underitanding produceth 
its att, then-muft the Sore beget another Sore," as being 


with 
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: Into the v ſe of Grace, 5 
with the ſame power indued. Likewiſe as the ſpirit is pro- 
_ duced by loue - fo ſhall it againe producea ſpirit by loue; 
; fothat ch1s inſtice falls ſhort of a due reſemblance. And yet 
| this muſt be granted, that it istheb:{t help & ſhadow, that 
| either we haue or may expect for exprefſton hereof. Waoirit 


_ CAoſes kept 'nvailed,, the I(ralrres could. not indure ro 

|- Jookevpon his face, was ſo bright;neither may webehold 

this MFerie , vnleſle it be through ſuchſhadowes and 
{emblaaces as theſe. I pai 1 


ks - het ur Ro 0 64 a ihr} nut W 7 


That leſus Chriſt che $0112 of God & Coeternall III. 
with the Father. 
:- Thbusit.is written. 7» che beginning was the word , and 
the word was with Gad; and the word was God.loh. 1.v.1. this 1999: 7-7 
ts writtenof Chritt. Againe Chriſt praying vntohis Father 
faith , g/oryfie thou me with thine owne ſelſe , with the glory 
-which 1 hadwith thee,beforethe world was. loh.17- 5. Chriſt 
therefore is { veternall with the Father. 
- _ "Andforthe i]luſtration of this, we haue ſome helpe from 
the Booke of Nature, Euen from our internall fpeech or rea- 
ſon, Foras our internail ſpeech and reaſon is generated in 
the ſoule, and of the (oule, and is coectaneall withthe ſoule: 
So is Chriſt begotten in the Fatherand of the Farher, and is 
coeternall with the Father , and therefore hee iscalledin 
Scripture 5 aby@ 3 xdaz&.T he mord of the Father,Becaule lobn.1 1.12, 
(as Ba/ilfaith /) the conception of a word ina mans mind is Baſil (pra. 5. 
«the neereſt thinge, that in ſome ſort can ſhadow vato vs lohan, 
the manner how he11s eternally begotten of his Fathers ſuh- 


j/t Anc - ; 


T hat our Lord Ieſus Chriſt,the Sone of God, 290% 
is God and Man in one Perſon. 


; Thus faith the Booke of Grace , The word was God, The jghaiy vi, 
' _wordwa made fleſh, Made of a woman, Made man like vn> 4.Gal, 4. v 4 
: A 3 to Phillp.z, 
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6 A Tranſlation of the Booke of Nature 


to v5 in all things, ſinne only excepted Net though he be God 
and man,he 1s not two, but one Chriſt, One perſon, 9xe, not 


by converſion of the God- head into fleſh, but by taking of the | 


Man-hood mnto God . One altogether, not by confuſion of ſub- 
ſyndol. Athan. (tance but by nity of perſon. ES 10 T1 
Take ſome light from Natwreto clearethis. 'Asthe rea- 
ſonable ſoule and fleſh is ove man: So God and: man is one 
{ hrift . To this parpoſe (ee more.Ca/vin. loin. lib, 2: 
Cap. 14.PAarag.1. Fn, 


V. That Godin his Natuteand «eAtrributes is 
incomprebenſible,. 


Thus faith theword of truth ,O the depth of the vibes {7 
Kom.11, v.33. both of the wiſdome, aud knowledgov fed, how wnſtarchable 


arehis indgments, aud his wayes paſt finding out.Rom.ur,3 3. 
Who ts worthy to openthe Booke , and to looſe the ſeales of hes 
ſecrets? There us no man in heauenjnor'in earth neuher under 
the earth,that is able toopenthat books preither to[(coke theres 
.0n,ſaith an Angel from beaxen-Revel.5.2.3.none var che Ly- 
on of the Tribe of ludah. No man knoweth the Father but the 
Sonne,und he towhome the Sonne willreveale him... 

This wemaylearneto acknowledge everv by the Booke 
of Natwre,by that piece thereof, the eye orhand.The eye be 
ir:neuer{o cleare , cannot ſee the rhinneſſe of the aire: no 
more canthe eye of che mind, rruely imbrace the pureneſle 
of the Derty , becauſe it wants as it were a folid ſubſtance, 
whereon to fix . The hand cannot grape a thinge bigger 
-then it ſelfe : No more can a forite apprehenſion, throughly 
conceiue the dzviye attributes , being infinite . It may well 
conceiue that taey are infinite,but not the infiuitencſſe;be ts 
as high as heanen, what canit thou doe? Deeper then hell, 
what caſt thou knome lob,x 1.8. 

T hat 


Beets - vine 


. Intothe wſe of Grace, 


.-—— 


T hat the knowledge of God, and of the things of . VI. 
God, ts to be leayned of God himſelfe, 
in hw word, 


. Tous aiththeLordinhis word Learne of me, Mat. 11. Reuet;, vis. 

24. Come and buy from me. eye-ſalue \,t0 anuonnt thineeyes, 

that thou maieſt ſee, The naturall man perceanes uo! the 1Cort, v'14 
things of the ſpirit of God. Fleſh and blood hath not revealed 

theſe things vntothee:( ſaith Chriſt unto Peter vpor hu con- 

feſſion )bat my Father which i in heanen. Mat. 16.1 7. Every 

man that heard and learned of the Father commeth unto me / ohn. 6, 45, 
faith Chriſt, hat man knoweth the things of man ſane the 

ſpirit of man,which is in hin? Ewe ſo the thigs of God, know. 

eth no man,but the' ſpirit of God , and he to :phome the ſpirit 

will reveale them-1,Cor.2.11.12, | 

Take farther light for the clearing of this fromthe Booke 

of Natyre,trom that part thereof, thineeye,for /icut ſol /ine 
fole non videtur; ta nec Dems (ine Deo videripoteſt, As the 

eye though it bee never fo cleare, cannot ſee without the 

hgbt of the Sunne : ſo our vnderſtanding though never {o- 

qguicke, cannot attaine to know the Lord, vnleſſe he by his #« 
ownelight,reveale himſclte vnto vs in his word, And there- = 

fore it 18, thar the moſt wiſe Nacuralifts, being deſtitute of 

this light, 4ecame vaine intheir imaginations, and their foo. 

ſh heart mas darkned, | Row, 1.21, 


T hat the meanes of Salvation is only one, VII. 
even Chriſt, 
Thus ſaith the word of truth. Neither & there ſalva, "4/5 
tion inany other ; for there 1s none other name vrder heaven 
giuen among men,wherety we muſt be ſaved, Tohim gineall 
the Prophets witneſſe, that through his name , whoſoener be- 
leeveth in him, ſhould receineremiſſion of ſine . AA. 10.45. 
In him all the Nations of the Earth are bleſſed, Gal. $. 
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"VIII. 


$ A tranſlation of the Booke of Nature, 
By his only righteouſneſſe we are mſtified. Rom.5.$. 


If we looke into the Booke of Nature, we may find ſome 


illuſtration for this.For as the members of the body,though 


diverſe haue but one meanes of life,even the ſoule:So Chri. 
ſtians though diverſe haue but one meanes of ſaluation,even 


' Chriſt. And as themembers being kicke and teadieto dye, 
' are cured, not by their owne power or vertue , bur 


rhe 
helpe of the Phyſitian, or Chyrurgion:$0 finfull Fmt. be- 
ing ſicke and ready to dye, by reaſon of finne.are curednot 
by their owne poweror holyneſſe,but by the help of Chriſt, 
the only Phyſitian of ſoules, that good Samaritan. He ſaweth 
his people from ther ſinnes. And beſide him , there is no Sag 
CTLAVFERyR | 


That we muſt hane a ſouſs: and a ſorrow for onur Shiner, 
before we can be ſavedby Chriſt. 


Thus itis -written . Come 2mto me allyee that are wearie 
& heauieladen, & I will refreſh you. Mat. 51.28. Before we 
can looke toreaſe & refreſhing at Chriſts hands, we muſt be 
ſeahble of the heauie burden of our finnes,8& be wearie of it 
& willing & deſirous to be ealedof it, Come vntome yee 
that are wearie,ſarh Chr, 

And this we may learre toperſwade our ſelues of ,if we 
obſerue but the courſe of Natzre.For if a man carrie a hea- 
vie burden, to0 hearie for him to beare, he isnot like to be 
eaſed,till being ſenſible of the we, gbt thereof, he complame 
and call for.helpe,to ſome friend or other: And no more are 
we,being heaute laden with the burden of finne,(as we are 
all by nature(like to finde eaſe,and helpe,at the hands of 
Chr:it,tillhawng aſenſible feeling,of the heauie weight and 
burden thereof, lying vpon our ſoules, we come, and call vn= 
ro him for helpe, for then, and not vatill then, is his pro- 
miſe of refreſhing made, 

Nature affords more fimilies, for the illuſtrating of this 
erath, And becauſe it isa thing worthie to be cemembred, I 


will 


wor 3h . PETS oY 
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. Imothe wſeof Graces + 9: 


will produce one more , and that ſhall be of a ficke man« 
| If a man bee ficke, and fore diſpleaſed., hee 1s not likero 

finde helpe and health, till having a feeling of his paine, 

hee complaine of his griefe, and let the Phiſitian knowe 

where his painelies,& defires his helpe: And no more is any 

m2n(being ficke in ſoule,by reaſon offinne)like to becured 

by Chriſt rill having a feeling of his ſpirituall infirmitie,he 

complaine of the griefe & paine thereof, & open & dec)are 

his finfull-and damnable eftate,and _defirefor-belpe. Chriſt 

faith that he Came not to call the righteous, but ſinners to 
repentance,Not the righteous,that is,not thoſe who thinke 

themſelues in a right good eſtate of themſelues, by vertue 

of their owne righteouſneſſe, having no ſight nor ſenſe of a- 
ny wantsthey haue. Buthe Came to. call, frxers to reper- 

rance., that is, thoſe that haue a. ſenſe, and feeling of their 

finnes,and areſorie for them, that haue ſuch a ſenſe, and fee- 

ling of their owne finnes,and varighteouſneſſe, as that they 

hunger and thirſt after the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt,that they 

may be foundiia it, Theſe mecke ones,theſe humble and con» 

trite hearts Chrift-came to call, toſaue, and not the proud 
ones,notthoſe whoare pure in their owne eyes , and yet are 

not waſhed from their ſinnes,not thoſe who are ſoule.ficke of *7%% 50.v.12. 
finns,and yet thinke themſelues well, He that is ficke, and Ovid miſcrius 
feeſes no paine, but. thinks himſelfe well, is In a very ill caſe, miſerono miſe- 
' faiththePhyſitian- A eaſe,4.great deale worſe then his, who !*=te (eipſum. 
Is ficke,and(enfible ofhis diſeaſe : And verily ſo is he, who mY _ 
is (oule-ſicke by reaſon of his ſinne, ( as we are all more or . 
lefle ) and yetisnot touched with a feeling thereof, Such a 

one is ina deſperate caſe-For prime ad ſanitatem gradu eſt 
noviſſe morbum, We are neuer in the way to obtaine health, 
either of body,or of ſoule, till we knowe and are ſenſible of 

our diſeaſe,cither ſpirituall,or corporall, finne or fickneſle. 


iS: That 


I % 


Reuel. 2,5. 


Reuel.3, 


Mart 26 


plalz$ v.18. 


IQ A Tranſlation of the Booke of Nature, 


That we muſt conſider our wayes, and take notice 


of our finnes and miſery before we can truely 
repent ,and turne to God, 


Thus ſaith the Booke of Grate \" Let vs ſearch and trie our 
wayes,aud turne —_— to the Lord, Lament. 4,40, Remem- 
ber from whence thou art fallen,andyepent, Thas did David. 

T conſidered my wayes(faith he,) and tured my feete wmto thy 
Teftimonies Plal. 1 19:54. 2119 WES OF SOD FC bo O00 TETTT<14; 
And this we may learne to acknowledge by the Books 
of Natwre,Even by the ſenſeofſecing, for#har which the exe 
ſeeth not , the heaxr rueth not , There is no ſorrow for vn- 
knowne finne, and vnknowne danger: As tongas a man 
doth not conſider his wayes ,” and take noticeof his finfull 
and miſcrableeſtate, hee thinks all is well, as the Church of 
Laodicea did, he hathno temorſe for any thinge that he did. 


- But once beholding, & tbroughly viewing his finfull wayes, 


and danger thereby, repentance followes, as we may ſee in 
Dauid, who having thought of his wayes, turned his feete 
onto Gods Teftmonies, And in Petey, who having remem. 
bred how he had fhamefully denied his Maſter; went oy 
and wept bitterly, Thus ſeriotts eonfideration” brings forth 


ſetious humiliation, ſerious eonverhoivvrito God. We [ee 


in Narzre there is the ſame inſtruimeht of feeing , and of 
weeping z toſhew that weeping depends ypon ſeeing, hee 
that ſees well, weepes well, he that fees his finnes thorowly, 
will bewaile them heartily. 1fay then with the Propher, 
ſtand in awe and (inne not.Commune 'with your owne hearts in 
10m” (hamber,and be Hill, Plal,4,4. 
That Confeſſion of finnes brings peace to the-Soule, - 
| and quietneſſe to the Heart, 


pſal,32,v.234 Thusſaiththe holy Prophet,in the Booke of Grace While 


£9 


I held my tonguethat is, not confefling my finnes, wy bones 
Ac FE nfned 
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conſumed away through my daily complaining , For thy hand 
was heany vpon me day and ighe , and my moyſture like the 
drought in ſummer. But { ſaid 1 will confeſſe my ſinne, and» 
thou forgane#t the iniquity of my ſinme , thou dideft free mee 
from trouble,and compaſſe me abont with ſongs of delmerance. 
v.7.Thus confeſſion of his finnes brought eaſe to hisconſci- 
ence, And ſoftill he that covereth his ſinnes,ſhall not proſper, Prov 18 v 1; 
but he that confeſeth and forſakgth them, [hall hane mercy, 
hall hane eaſe in his minde, 7 

And this we may learneto acknowledge out of the Booke Yuicquid Con. 
of Nature , even by theeaſing of a ficke ftomacke, For as a ſcientie floma- 
ficke ftomacke js eaſed by vomiting:S0 is a guilty conicience 9 gravar, 
eaſcd by confefſion,and not before;Deferrenorthen to take |" v09mte 
this vomit, if thou wilc haue eaſeand quietneſle of minde. rg dal 

CF'S ITEIE | | differas. Bern, 
T hat we ſhould not be deieited in minde,or caft away 

our hope,by reaſon of troubles of minde,ſtreights 


of conſcience,or vexation of ſpirit, 


& 4 © 


Thus faith the word of Grace. The ſacrifice of God ts 4 
troubled ſpirit . A broken & contrite heart O God thok wilt Plal 51.19, 
xor deſpiſe, This Dawid knew, and therefore in che troubles 
ofhis minde, he encourageth his ſox/e, and faith. #hy art Plal.qa.v.s. 
thou Caſt downe, O my ſonle, and why art thou ſo diſquieted 
within me? hope thouſtillin God. 
And verily if we looke into the Bocke of Nature; we may 
obſerue & gather ſomewhar to cleere this matter,and that 
by the manner of the naturall birth « for asthere can bee ne 
birth without che paines of Trauell going before: Sonei- 
ther can our new birth be wrought without godly ſorrow, 
and anguiſh of ſpirit, The ſorrowes of a woman in Trauell 
are the fore-runners of a naturall birth:and fo the (anRified 
troubles of conſcience are but thedolours of the New birth. 
And therefore in ſuch perplexity, comfort chy ſelfe, and fay 
with the holy Prophet . #hy art thouſo diſquieted , O my 
ſorle, and why art thouſo veted within me? Hopethou $ll - 
: B;z te 


I2 A tranſlation of the Booke df Nature. 
the Lord: Pſalme. 42. 5. 11. 43: 15- 


YI. That the foule fs immortal. 


lob,11.25,26, Thusfaith the word of Grace, Hethat beleeneth though be 
: were dead, yet ſhall he line .'When the body retwrnes tothe 
Kecleliiz. earth the ſpirit returneth 10 God that gaue it.\ When allturne 
Yes ro duft both man, and beaſt,the ſpirit of man goeth upward, 
Eccleſi 3.v.21, 47d the ſpirit ofthe beaſt goeth downeward. When the bady is 
dead becauſe of finne , the ſpirit is life for righteauſueſſe ſake, 

Rom.$.10. EIS oem eg edgy. con; 
And this doth: appeare likewiſe; by. the /ight of Natwre, 
Sir ob: Dayis Even by the motions of the ioule, andtheaffections thereof, 
jn bit noſcete= as the deſire of death in the better,and the feare of death in 


ipſum, the worſer ſort of ſoules, take tne forme of argument here 
hence in his words and forme , whe hath many more to 

RIPE __ thispurpoſe, WH 

pe ptoag om Tow can ſbee but immortall be? 


the motion When with the motions of wit and will, 
of theſoule. Shee ſtill aſprreth to eternity? 
| And nener reſts; tili/be attainetait ? 


Water in Conduit pipes can riſe no higher 

Then the well- head, from whence it firſt deth fpring, 
T hen ſince tothe eternall God ſhe doth aſpire, | 

She cannot be,bnt an eternallthing, | 


eo wig The better Sonles doe oft deſpiſe 
pins phy The bodies death,and doe it oft deſire: 
betrer ſort of For when on ground the burthened ballance lyes, 


ſpirits, = The emptypart # lifted vp the bigher, 


But if the bodies death the fomleſbould Rib, 

Then death maſt needs againſt her nature bez 
And were it ſo,all ſoules would fly x ſtill, 
Fer Nature hates and ſbunner her conrary.... 


Intothe vſe of Grace. I 3 
Foy all things elſe, which Nature makes to be, 
Their beg to preſerne,are chiefly taught; 
For though ſome things deſire a change to ſee, g;. 
Tet nener thin i4 did l{ong fottrneto nongh fo & 


If then the ſonle were quenched quite, 
She could not thus againſt her Nature runne; 
Smce every ſenſleſſe thinge by Natures hight 

| Doth preſervation ſerke aeſtruition ſhunne, 


' And as the better fpurit when ſhe doth beare Reafon from 
\ | the feare of 
A ſeorne of death, doth ſhew ſhe cannot dye; heads che 
: So when the wicked ſonle deaths face doth feare, Ear 
Even then ſhe prones her owne Eternity, loues, 
For when deaths forme appeares, ſhe feareth not ' 
1n viter quenching or extinguiſhment; 
She would be gladto meet with ſuch a lot, 
T hat ſo ſhe might all future ill prevent, 
But ſhe doth doabt what after may befall; 
For Natures law accuſeth her wthin, 
Ard ſaith,ts true, that ts affirwd by all, 
That after death there is apaine for finne, 
That there ſhall be a reſurretion of the body, XII, 


This the Booke of Grace teſtifiech ſaying. Thy Dead ſhall job.ig. 
line, Efay.26.19.the howre commeth inwhich all that are in *6. 37 
the graue, ſhall heare the voyce of the Sonne of Man,and ſhall 


come forth.loh.5. 25.2.8. 29.This corruptible muit put on in. EZ Þ.37.5. 


Corruption, 1. COr. 15.53, Thou wilt not leaue my ſoule in 
bell, neither wilt thon ſuffer thy holy one to ſee corruption, 
Plal.16.v.1 0. | 

With this agreeth the Booke of Nature we fee, & know, 
the body cannot finke,or be drowned,as long asthe heads 
= B 3 aboue 


Tertul. 


XIII, 


Pat 
Rom.5.10. 
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aboue water, Now Chriſt is our head, and we are his mem- 
bers, our head is riſen, and holds vp, and is exalted farre 4- 
bone all heanens. We ſhall not then beleft behind, but even 
this body ſhall be receaued intoheauen, whether he hath 
carryed the pledge of it, in his humanity . Be ſecure Ofleſh 
and blood, thou vſurpelt heanea in thy head Chriſt. 


The Sal-1ation of thoſe which truely repent, and unfas- 
nedly beleene t he holy Goſpell,ts ſure and certaie, 


This the 7ordof Grace witneſſeth, {aying,#hoſoener bt « 
leeneth in the Sonne of God , ſhall not periſh, but hane ever- 
lafting life. loh.z. 16+ there ss no condemmation to them that 


| are in Chriſt Jeſus, which walke not after the fleſh, but after 


the Spirit, Rom.$.1, the gates of bell ſhall not prevaile againſt 
them, Mat.n16.18. God willing more abmidantly, toſhew unto 
the heires of ual} 4 the mmutability of his counſel, confir- 
med it by an Oath , that we might hane a ſtrong conſolation, 
Heb.16.17.18. ; 

This aflurance , the Booke of Nature doth in ſome ſort de- 
monſtrate vnto vs, We ſee, if the head liue,the body liues al- 
ſo,for the head liues not without the body. Now Chriſt our 
head is aliue, and aliue for evermore. Dearth hath no more 


' dominion over him , If Chriſt then lius, we ſhall live, being 


knit, and vnited vnto him by faith, Yea with reverence be 
ir ſpoken, Chriſt muſt ceaſe to be himſelfe, if we be not a- 
ved,we that truely repent,and vnfainedly beleeue the Goſe 
pell,neither can he beſaued (inthe integriry of his body 
rhe Church ) without vs,as che head lives not withour the 
body. 


That 


P A Wo . . nf SAS as; wp 4 
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That no man vpn the hearing of * Gods eternall Predeſtina« 


| tion, and vnchangable decree, ts tocaſt away the care of AV. 
., a goodlife ſaying , If | be PredeSkinated tobe * Mat, 25,34 
ſaned,1 ſhall beſaned,let me line as | liſt; EpieC 1, 4. 
and if 1 be Predeitinateatobe dams. EcCles.3.14 
ved, 1 ſhall bee damned, let 
me doe what I can. 


Thus wiſdome ts not from abone but 1 earthly, ſenſuall,and 13.3. rg, 
divelih . The wiſdome which'is from aboue, faith, that 
whome God hath predeſtinated to ſalvation hereafter, them. 
he predeſtinateth ta be conformed to the image of his Soune 
bere. As firſt to be called, then inſtified, after ſavtified,and' Rom.8.y.29, 
laſt of all to beg/orified. Rom. $'v. 29.30. T heywho are e. 39+ 
letted according to the fore. knowledge of God the Father vn- 
toſalvation; axeeleit alſo, rough the ſanttefication of the , per 11, 
ſpiritonts obedience 1, Pet.1.2, Though glorification doe —« 
neceſſarily follow predeſtination,or ele&1on, yet not imme- 7<4ſtinatis 
diatly ; there are meanes and wayes from the one tothe o- 79/4 (altwm 
. ther, euenrhe way of good workes, which God hath ordained EPheſ.a.y, 10, 
that we ſhould walke in them, Doe not then negle& the way 
of good workes, the way of a Godly converlation, becauſe 
of the immutability of Gods purpole. 
Learne better wiſdome then thar from the Booke of Na- 
exre,For putthe caſe , that thou wert on the top of an high 
Tower : and that God hath Predeſtinated , that thou ſhalt 
come ſafely downe , or elſe breake thy Neck in comming 
downe : wilt thou now leap downe vpon this reaſon, neg- 
leRing the ordinary way ? Itrow not, thou wilt not truſt 
thy body vpon theſe termes. And art thou ſo madde as to. 
truſt tby ſoule on ſuch, Say farther that God hath predeſti- 
| nated thatthou ſhalt liueto the end of this preſent day , or 
that thou ſhalt dyebeforenight; wilt thou vpon this drinke 
poyſon,faying why, If God hath predeftinated I ſball live, 
I{balliiue, though I eate poyſon, If to dye, then I ſhall dye, 
| BE, | | though: 
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Efay.38.v.5. 


though I be neuer ſo carefull. If thou beeſt in thy right 
minde, thou wilt not doe thus . Hezebiahad affurance of 
the prolonging of his life, tor fifteene yeeres, yet neglected 
not the meanes of preſeruing his life.So the predeſtination 
ot God, ought not to make vs careleſſe of vling the meanes 
of ſaluation, but knowing that God hath decreedto ſave 


| by meanes, we ſhould vie the meanes to make our calli 


XVI, 


Wild cap.15, 
SOLY 


Sol & bom ge- 
nerant homi- 
wem, 


n 
and eleRion ſure. TEES 5 


That God ts not the Author of ſtone, 


This the Booke of Grace witneſſeth ſaying.Let no manſay © 
when he « tempted, | am tempted of God for God cannot be * 


rempted with evill, neither tempteth he any man,to wit, onto 
ſinne,lam.C.1.13.God hath no pleaſure in wickedneſſe,neither 
ſhall any evil dwell with him. Pſal.5 4- the Lord loueth righ- 


reonſueſſe and hateth iniquity, Plal. 45, he hath noneedof the 


finfull man. It is true, God isthe author of every ation of 
man, for i him we live moue,and bane owr being. AR.15, but 
not of the ar«xie,or diſorder,that is1n the aRion,riot of the 
prauity of it. T he doing of a thinge proctedeth from theCye. 
ator. 2.Sam-24 . But the evill domg of it commeth from the 
Creature. Ter.13.23, Hoſea.1 2. TFT AYE DOG! 7: 

Take ſome light fromthe Booke of Natwre for the farther 
manifeftation of this point . In the generation of ah Infant 
the Sunne and Man doe concurre together, yer if a Monſter 
be generated,it 1snot aſcribed to the Sunne,but to man;for 
thcreforeis the Monſter bred , becauſe through the defect 
of the Organ,or the euill affe&ion ofrhe matter, the vnmer- 
{all agent cauſe js withdrawne from the accuſtomedCourſe: 
Euen ſoto humane aRions, God and man doe concurre, 
yet if any euill be in the a&ion,it ought not to be aſcribed 
ro God, but to the euill diſpoſition of mans will:The dwell, 
or man thatentiſeth another,ora mans owne ſelfe,thatenri. 
ſeth himſelfe are the true cauſes and authors of linne. 


Not 
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Not to be queſtioning of hidden things,or of thoſe 
things which are not profitable to knowe, XVII, 


Thus the Books of Grace : Secret things belong wnto God, 
but things revealedto vs , and our Children . Deut, 29. vit, 
That which ts farre off, and exceeding deepe,who can finde it 
out? Eccleſi. 2. 24-4and now Gods Iud oments are like a great 
deeperPlal.z6.6 hw wiſedome u infinite.T here ts noſearching 
of his underſtanding Elay.q40 28.hu indgments are vnſearch- 
able,and his wayes paſt finding out. Rom.1 1.3 3.Secke not ont 


then thethings that are too hard for thee , neither (earch the Ecclus.z v, 


Pſal. 147. v5. 


ZE. 


things that are abcue thy ſtrength , but what is commanded 12.2; 


thee thinks therevponwith reverence, for it ts not needfull for 
thee to ſee with thine eyes, the things that are inſecret,be not 
CHT1014510 vnneceſſary matters,Eccleſ1.3 . 
Learne better wiſedome then this, from the Booke of Pius pulſater 


. Nature, Thou knoweſt that to ſtare earneſtly vpon the ?{*r»mg ine- 


: | x nit, quod teme- 
Sunne,is the way to looſe our fight,not to increaſe it,not to ravius (erutator 


ſee more, but not toſee at all : ſo the way to vnderſtand, ;xyenire non pou 

and to attaine wiſedome, is not to be bufie in ſearching but teſt, Bern, 

to content our ſeJues, with that which is revealed, Nay to 

preſſe divine Myſteries too hard , is the way to become ob. 

noxious vnto errours, and {lips:for as the ftomacke when it 

meeterh with meat hard ,andnot eaſfie to be digeſted, ſends 

vp noxious vapours into the braine:Euen fo we lighting vp.. 

on points which areto knottie forys, and not being gui. 

ded by diſcretion, inſteed: of do&rines broach our wild 

conceits , But are there any points of divine Myſteries ſo 

knottie,and difficult, which a dcep Scholler,a ſtudious D1- 

vine, an illuminated ſpirit canaot findout? Yes, very ma- 

ny, as the obſcurity of the Triuty and vntty The * perſonal Luk, 35 , 

vn01 of the two Natures in Chriit : The Myſtical vnion of 

Chriſt and his ((hurch , Thereieftion of the lewes , andthe 

calling of the Gentiles, andthe recalling of the lewes , The 

* depth of predeſtination,the _—_ of regeneration, Joh 3 8, Rom.r1 33 
A 
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All theſe are vnſearchable, paſt finding out to thefull by 

the molt illuminated ſpirits that line', for they that haue 

| Cor, 12, abundance of revelations , as $. Paul had. They that knowe 

;.Cor. 8.2, moſt, yet knowe but in part , yea they knowe nothing as they 

ought to knowe , Now they ſee but throngh a glaſſe dark/te. 

1.Cor ,13-Y . y,z 2.the full ight, and perteR knowledge of theſe high and 

12, ſublime Myſtertes,is not for the life temporall, but for the 

eternall, ſoit is written. Thrs islafe eternall to kyowe God. 

loh.17.3. Then weſhallſee God fece to face;then we ſhall knowe even as 

CO . 3-12. pee are bnowne , Letit bee our wiſdome then , to ſee and 

Ron 1124, acknowledge our want of wiſdome, to comprehend theſe 

Wiſdone, 9, deepe Myſteries of God-and ler vs not take vpon vs(be we 

13. . everlolearned})to ſpeake roo freely or peremptorily, or de- 

finitiuely of them, 4s :f me bad kwnowne the minde of the Lord 

, 5 herein,or had beene his ( onnſeilours.Rather let vs religiouſly 
110,6.4, . . . . 

adore theſe things by faith, then curioully ſearch into them 

Ouendo enim by reaſon farther then Gods word doth allow, Let vs make 

cozitationum hem rather matter to admire at, not ſo much to inquire in. 

vincitur frebre tO, leaſt * in profeſſing tobe wiſe, we proue our ſelues fooliſh; 

&«, twic que- 2nd {icke rather then ſound. For as icke ſomacks long for e.. 

rit,cumvero j&- yery thinge they heare of,and when they haue-it ; they can 

na eff, 17 94erit Fake no profit by it:S0 it isan argument ofa weake minde, 


4 fideluter cre- of hag . 
pp Chry;. hom, LO be queſtioning of that which to kaowe , would not bee 


in Cap 11. profitable. When the minde is licke , then it 1s queſtioning, 
Epiſt.ad Rom \hy?How?Wherefore?But when it is ſound,then it queſt1= 
Va 3. oneth not, but beleeueth, 


RY Sits That we are to aſcribe thepraiſe and glory of all the good, 
that we thinke, ſpeaker doe,to the goodneſſe, and 
grace of God, not to our owne good Nature. 

[er.g" 23. This the Booke of Grace, doth frequently put vs in 

1.Cor1:3l. minde, he that gloryeth, let him glory m the Lord, ſaith the 

Prophet, and the Apoſile, we are not ſufficient of our ſelues, 

ro thinke any thinge as of onr ſelues ; but our ſufſiciencie is of 

God faith the ſame Apoſtle. The Lord worketh all our workes 

Eſa. 26.13, ## vs,(aith the Prophet E ſay.Therefore, Nor wnto vs O Lord,” 
not 


2.Cor, 3.5. 
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wot unto vs, but unto thy name pine thepraiſe, (aith thePro. 
phet David, Car | FM —— apy 
And this the Booke of Natnare is teady to teach vs, Wee 
ſee in Nature the members of the body , not being made 
by their owne vertue;but created by Gods almighty pow - 
er before they execute their function,” or office: So we that 
are Chriſtians,are not members of Chriſt, through our owne 
workes, but we doc\good workes being firſt members,8& in- 
ſerted into Chriſt, #/5thowt him we can doe nothing, Through 


Plal.115.s. 


bimwe are ableto doe all things, Without him we are dead #n 1915.5. 


freſpaſſes & ſnes,Ephel. 2.1, (and what can a dead man doe eng +4 1.13 


to his owne quickning ? ) through himwe are aline vuto God. jams, r,1g, 
Rom. 6.11, Without himwe are not borne anew , and what 
can a 114 ave before he us borne?By him regeniti ſumus,we are 
begotten anew , Without him we are carnall, ſold7mder ſinne, 
in captivity to the law of ſime.T hrough him we are made free; yo, 
free from the ſervice and bondage of ſune, ROm. 12+ 14+ 22« 24, 

ee from the eternall condemnation of finne . Free and for- loh.8.z6 
ward to forſake all kinde of finne, andto will , andto doe Rom.s.r. 
that whichis good. If rhe Sonne doe make vs free, then are 
we free indeed, loh.$.36, Not vnto thy felte then, O m1an,not 
vnto thy ſelfe,or to any other Creature,giue the glory ;but 
tochy mercifull Creator and redeemer the Lord leſus, of Rom.rr.z6, 
whom , and through whom are all things , towhom be glory 
for ener eAmen.1.Cor.$,6. 4. 


» I4.Y, 


That we are to raiſe our affeltons from earthly this gs, X1X, 
and to ſet them on things that are aboue, 


This Grace doth greatly exhort vato. /fyee be riſen with Colol 3, v.t'2 
Chriſt faith the Apoſtle, ſecke thoſe things that are abonue, 
where Chrift ſitteth on the right hand of God.Set your affett in 
ons on things that are abone , not on things on earth, Lay not 
vp for your ſelues treaſure vpon earth ſaith Chrift crc, But = += 
lay wp for your ſelues treaſure in heauen , Labour wot for the OT 
meat that periſheth but for that which endureth to enerlaſting 
C3 life. 


Philip, 3.v,8. 
9.13.14, 


Colunblibs c 9. 
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{ife,S.Paul did ſuffer the lofſe of all thin os, aud did count them 
but dung that he might winne Chrift , and be found in hm, 
This one thinge he did aboue all; even prefſe hard toward 
this marke;the marke of the high calling in Chriſt Iefus, 

Let vs as many 4s be perfett , be ſo minded . And for a far- 
ther inducement herevnto, thearken and conſider what the 
Booke of Nature hath to this purpoſe. 

Os hamini ſublime dedit, Calumg, tueri 
Taſſit , & ereftos ad fidera tollere vults. 

Whereas all other ( reatyres are made togot with their 
bodyes and eyes to the ground ward,man was madetogoe 
vpright, and whereas all other Creatures haue but foure 
mulcles,to turne theireyes round about ,man hath a fift ro 
lift his eyes vp to heauen ward. Now what doth this inti- 
mate vnto v$? But that, howſoeuer we ſeeke for other 
things, yet firſt of all, andaboue all, we/ſhonld ſeckethe kings 
dome of God,and the righteouſneſſe thereof and ſet our prin - 
cipall defires , to enioy that bleſſed ſtate of Gods children 
in heaven. But is it ſojn the praiſe of men? Moſt men jn- 
deed pgoe vpright:but looke into their liues,and they might 
as well goe on all foure: for in their owne Converſations 
they ſet their whole bearts vpon the carth, as the beaſt 
doch, and their eyes vpon the things cfthis world; here- 
by they doe abaſe themſelues , and deface their bodyes, 
and being men,make themſelues as beaſts, We ſhall ſee great 
numbersof men , that runne and ride from place to place, 
to prouide for the body but to ſeeke the kingdome of 
God, where their ſoules ſhould dwellafter this ife,in 10y 
for cuer,they will not ſticre one foote. But rememberthy 
{elfe,O man ,and conſider, thatGod hath giuen thee afta- 
ture,and a countenance, aſpiring vpward,not groueling like 
a beaſt toward the earth, and this to the end that thou 
ſhould learne hereby to ſer thy affeQtions on thingsaboue, 
and not onthings on earth, And moreouer he hath com. 
paſſed thineeyes with browes,and lids,and fences from duſt 
and earth,that chough thou lookeſt ſometimes on earth, yet 

the 
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theleaſt duſt, orearth ſhould not get into them . Againe 
Conſider that God hath made man with his feet to tread 
vpon the earth; as with his face to looke toheauen. There- 
by toreach vsgo ſpurnear, and to contemne the world, in 
refpe& of heauen and heauenly things, andnor to delight 
muchin thoſe things, by which the earth may be gained, bur 
rather in thoſe things, by which the great & excelient glory 
of heauen may be obtained. This the Lord doth farther de- 
clare,and (et forth vnto vs, by a great wonder, or figne from 
heauen,inthe 1 2 ofthe Revelation. v. 1, Where the Church 
is deſcribed vnto vs, hauing the ſwnne, and the rwelue /farres 
on her head,and the moore vnder her feete. By-rhe /xmme,and 
the rwelne ſtarres , is meant Chriſt , and the doctrine ofthe 
twelue Apoſtles, which is,as a diadem of beaurie to her head 
and by the Moone vnder her feere, isfigured the mutable 
world.Now ſeeing God hath ſet downe this order, that we 
ſhould tread vpon the earth, hauing Chriſt ;and his word 
on our heads. It is a ſhame to alter this order , as carnall 
men doe, who tread Chriſt and his word vnder their feete; 
and put the world as a garland vpon their heads, But the 
Good Chriſtian will neuer place that nigh his heart, nor 
vpon his head, which God hath placed vnder his feere. 

And no more, would any man doe,if he did but note and 
obſerue that doarine,which the very frame and forme of his 
heart doth continually teach him, which.is thus, Mans heart 
is made broad aboue,narrow beneath.Open at the top,cloſe 
below . To fgnifie that we ſhould inlarge our affections 
towards heauenly things: And draw them to as narrow a 
point, sspoſhbly wecan , concerning earth, and eartbly 
things:Ando by the faſhion of our hearts, we may learne 
not to follow the faſhion of the world. 


That thethmgs of this world are not ſatisfafory, 
or able to fill and content the minde of man, 


This the word of Grace doth plainely and frequently af. 
G2 ftirme 


XX. 
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firme and witneſſe vnto vs, ſaying The eye cannot be ſatisfied 
with ſeeing, nor the eare with hearing , «All things haue an 
emptineſſe and extreame vanit}, He that loueth ſilner ſhall 
c zot be ſatisfied with ſulner, nor he that loueth abundance with 
a increaſe. Whoſoener drinketh of this water ſhall thirſt againe, 
Duo plus (int ſarth Chriſt himſelfe.There is a defe& in the water of /acovs 
pote plus /cxun. WElL,and in euery other earthly rhing whatſocuer; as that it 
tzr aque, = cannot (atisfie the ſoule,or Conferre any true Contentment 
to the mind. 
This we may learne likewiſe toacknowledee, out of the 
Bookg of Nature,and namely out of that middle part there- 
ofthe heart,the heart of man is made like a triangle,and the 
worldround as a Circle. Now a Circle cannot fill a triangle, 
bur there will be ſome corner empty . The whole Circular 
world cinot fill the triangular heart of man, It muſt bea 7Tri- 
»itie that can repleniſh this triangle . And there is no other 
Trinitie that can doe it,but the holy bleſſed, glorious Tri. 
_ tre the father,ſonne,and holy ghoſt.When God the father, 
the moſt ancient of dayes , ſhall fill our memory ; God the 
tonne, who is wiſdom it (elfe, ſhall fill our vnderftanding: 
God the holy Ghoſt , who is contentation and loue , ſhall it 
Cetcris rebus In Our will, thenall the powers of our mind will be at reſt, 
eceupari poteſt, when as they ſhall enioy hin who made them - Then the 
repleri non 00- mind will be ſatiſfied, and contented,and not till then. 
OP There is nothing that takes any perfe& reſt or content- 
ment, butin his proper obie or Center , We know ifa 
man had all the muſicke,& melody inthe world before him, 
he could not heare it with his eyes, becauſe it is the proper 
ob:e(t of the eare,if never ſo gorgious ſhewes, he Could not 
ſee them with his eares , becaule it is the proper obie& of 
theeye: Soit is with the foule ofman ; if ir were poſſible 
that all the treaſures, pleaſures, honours, preferments and de 
Iights, which the world doth afford, were preſented , and 
tendered to this Soule , yet would they not afford vato it 
any perfe& ſatiſfaRion, becauſe they be not the Proper ob. 
iect,and Center of the ſoule . The proper obieR and Cen- 
rer 


Joh.4-13 . 


; po He 
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ter of the ſoule,is the Lord himſclfe. And therefore we may fecifi nos Dov 
ſay,2s 4 father hath excelently la1d . Thou haſt made vs O me proprecie, 


Lord for thy (elfe, and ourgeeart is euen vaquier till it reſt © (4P*r mn 


Fe quietum eft 
WE TY oo $ : ; | Cor no{lrum 10. 
Smile natritur ſimili, ex yſdem nutrimur , ex quibus ſ#- ne requitſcat 


4. Each thinge is fed , nouriſhed and ſatisfied with food i» :e, luyaſt . 
of like {ubſtance vnto it (elfe, as earthiy things are fed with 

earthly aud corporall food . Now the ſoule is ſpirituall, and 

the foode that it muſt have, muſt be of like ſubſtance vnto 

it ſelfe, ſpirituall,not earthly and corporall;it ſs as impoſſible 

to repleniſh a ſpirituall emptinefle, with a corporal] ſub. 

ſtance, the minde of man with carthly treatures, as it is to 

fill a corporall empcinefſe , with a fpicituall ſubltance, as a 

houſe with vertues,or the ſtomacke with wiſedame. 


That we ought to endeavour to grow every day bettey 
__ and better,aud to increaſe in Grace. XXl. 


Thus the Booke of Grace, Grow vp in hin who ts the bead, Epheſ,a, v.ts, 
( brist leſus; Grow vp vnto true holyneſſe in the feare of God. 
1.Cor. 7.1. increaſe more and more 1 Theſ,4.10. Gine dili- 
gence to adde to your faith, vertue, andtowvertne knowledge, 
and to knowledge, temperance, andto temperance , pattence, 
and ro patience, godlyneſſe, and to godlyneſſe, brotherly kind. 
neſſe,and to brothesly kindneſſe,charitie.2, Pet.1.5.6.7,Be al. 
wayes aboundmg in the works of the Lord, 1,Cor.15.vit, _ cr yo < 
This we may learne in ſome ſort out of the Booke of N.a- 2, 2.19, © 
ture. ln our walking, there ſeemes to be an emulation be. 
tweene the feet, to be one before another : ſon our living 
and(pirituall walking, we muſt ſtriue ro beevery day more 
forward in goodnelle, and to be better to morrow.then we 
are to day. After conception the Infant ſtirres, and growes 
more ſtrong every day then other : $0 it is in the fpirituall 
birth, It is thought ſtrange to ſee a man of many yeares,who 
yet in Ratuce, ſtrength, and wit., went neuer beyond 


the meaſure of a Chil4; ſuch a one 15 counted for a Monſter: 


Aad.: 


0,008 


Rom.124).5. 
Gal,5.35- 


Plal.1.2 - 
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And truely no better is the careleſſe Chriſtian, who after 
ſo many yeares profeſſion, growesnot ingrace,nor knowe- 
ledge,but ſtill remaines a childgn vaderſtanding, 


That we doe not line the life of Grace,vnleſſe we be alline 
and fterring in good motions,and godly attrons; deſirous 
and diligent in ſeekemg the fincere milke of Gods 
word,the foode thereof,ſenſible of our owne 
corruptions , and whatſoener ts an 
enemy unto it and carefull 


fo reſt5t it, 
| 


Thus the Booke of Grace: They that be after the ſpirit doe 
minde thethings of the ſpirit, doe walke after the ſpirit deſire 
the fncere milke of the word that they may growe thereby. 
1. Pet. 2.2. Delight inthe law ofthe Lord and therein exer« 
ciſe themſelues both day and uight , are ſenſible of the law in 
their members, warring ara the law of therr mirde. Rom. 
7.23.Complaine ofthe oppoſition thereof,ſfaying O wrerch- 
ed man that 1 am , who ſhall deliner me from the body of this 
death? v. 24. ftrine & fight againſt it with all thery force, 
Gal.5. 17. Thus it is with them chat live the life of Grace, 
by graces teachings 

And this we may learne to acknowledge by the light of 
Nature, Where there is Naturall life , there is motion and 
{ti:riog - the pulſe beating more or leſſe , life is not withour 
{ome morion, bur is a&iue & euer doing: So, where there is 
any life of grace,there will beſpirituall motions, 8 a livelines 
ro (pirituall exerciſes, as to pray,tO praiſe God, to read his 
word,to heare it,to meditate and conferre of it toobſecue 
& keepe it, And (o fpirituall life will expreſle ic ſelfe,by ſpi- 
cituall motions , and the life of grace , by grace mthe life, 
If we line then mthe (pirit , let vs male in the ſpirit Gal, 
TEID 

Againe, life will euerſceke jrs owne preſeruation. The li. 
ttle infant ſo ſoone as he is borne Cryes tor helpe, and ſeeks 


after 
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afrerthe breſt.So it is wich ſuch asliuc the life of grace, they 
hunger and thirit forthe food oftheir ſoules, and as new 
borne babes deſire the ſincere nulke of the word, that they may 
grow thereby; as Saint peter teacheth vs, 1,Per, 22+ A liue ly 
Child defires Sometimes to ſucke of both his mothers 
breſts,and ſo doth the Child of God defire and thirſt ſome- 
times to ſucke rhe rwo breſts of his mother the Church, e- 
uen the two T eftaments, till he hath drawne ſpirituall nou- 
riſhmenc, ſtrengthof faith , and increaſe of grace theres 
hence. 

He that liuesthe life of Nature, dorh not onely ſeeke his 
owne preleruation,but ſeekes it day!y,conſtantly,and con- 
tinually, 'o long as he hath any being. The young :nfant doth 


almoſt nothing elſe but ſucke, and{leepe ,and then Cry for 


the breſt againe : Thus it is with chem that liue the /fe of 


grace; there is a dayly ſecking after food for the preferuing 


of it;a dayly vſing of the meanes,as prayer,reading,medita- 
tion and the like. So the holy prophet tettifieth ofthe bleſſed 
man,(aying , that #» Gods law, he doth exerciſe himſelfe day 
and night,pſal 1.2 . | 
He that liues the life of Narare , is ſen/ib/e of whatſoe- 

uer isan enemie vnto it, and dothrefiſt it , he is ſenſible of 
euery diſcaſe,and maladie,it his toorh,or finger doe but ake, 
he preſently feels ir, and ſtrives againſt it: Thusir is with 
ſuch as liue the /ife of grace,they feele their corcuptions,and 
ſtriue againſt them , They feele their vnbeleefe oppoting 
their faith , their dulnefle and deadnefle oppoting their de- 
light in Gods ſeruice, the finfull luſts of theirfleſh , warring 
apaialt the ſpirituall motions of the ſpirit , the working of 
fione oppoſing the light of grace , this they are ſenlible off, 
and ſtruggle , and ſtrive againſt it, The ſpirit fighteth againſt 


** the fleſh,Gal, Gel17, 


That 
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That we cannot line the life of grace,except we attend 
XXII. vp0n the word of Grace,the holy Scripture, 


1.Pet.1.23. Thus ſaith the Apoſtle, we are borne ug aine,not of ( orrur-. 
tible ſeed, but of incorruptible euen by the word of God, which 
lineth and abideth for ener , Againe,of his owne will begat he 
vs. with t he word of truth. Farther, we line by the faith of the 
ſonne of God, this faith Comes by hearing,hearing by the word 
of God.So.that the word of God is the ſeed of our new birth, 
And being ſo , we cannut be borne a new , much leſle lzue 
anew life withour it, 

This Nature will (ſhadow vnto vs.We ſee, to a Patnrall 
life there mult be a generation according tothe fleſh: it is io, 
in the ſpirituall life if thou would attaine to it,thou muſt 
of neceſhitie be begot , not of mortall, bur of the immorrall 
ſeed of Gods word, x Pet 1.23 .Sothen if thou defireſt to. 
live this life, be frequent in hearing ofthe word.For the 
dead ſhall heare this voice , and they that heare , ſhall line 
Ioh. XL 25 « 


7am 1.18. 


Gal,s, 20., 
Rom, 10. 


That we muſt take heed of omitting that good which 
we ſhould doe;as well as of commuting that enill 
which we ſhould not doe,if we deſire to. 


ſane, and not to looſe our ſoules, 


XXII 


Rom.623. rmThusthe word of truth. The wages of ſinne is death, The. 
EzeM18,-w ule that ſrncth.that ſhall die Here isſhewed that by com. 
mitting of finne we take the readie courſe to looſe our 
foules. And is it not ſo ſaid of omitting to doe good?yes. El 
very tree that bringeth not forth good fruit , ſhall be hewen 
4owne, and cat into the fire, Mat. 3. 10, The vaprofitableſer- 
darkzat did no good with ns talent , was ca$Þ into vttey- 
as commiſſh$25 + 39»S0.then, omiſfion of good, as well 
' Natare is readje}},;brings to deſtruQion, 
_ © Trate thjsvnto vs very plainely. 
M6 
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We ſce in Vature, there are two wayes of killing the body, 
one poſitine by offeri ng violence to it,the other pre vatine,by 
withholding the meanes of preſeruation from it . Though a 
mi doe not offer violence to his own,or to anothers body, 
yet,if he withhold from it che meanes of preſeruarion, it is 
all one , both are killing wayes, though not both ſo quicke 
and readie.Soit is wich the ſo#/e, both theſe wayes ir js de. 
ſtroyed He that offers violence vnto his ſoule by commicting 
of finne(as by ſtabbing it with outragious oaths, and cur- 
lings, by poyſoning it with the venemous potions of drunk- 
en Cups, by gaſhing it with oppreſſion and crueltie; by grie- 
uing of it in grinding the faces of the poore to enlarge his 
poſſeſſions, by wounding it and beating it withthe heauie, 
grieuous,and mortall blowes of pride,preſumption, adulte= 
rie, fornication, fraud, and vniuſt dealing,lying and ſlander- 
ing,murder & quarrelling,enuie and malice. bearing &c. He 
that offers violence to his ſoule by committing thele or tie 
l:ke finnes(And he,that withholds from his ſoule the m2anes 
of preſeruation) in being negligent in hearing the word of 
God , and receauingthe Sacrament , coid and careleſſe in 
Prayer, (low and ſlack in the ations of mortification,as di- 


Ela 4.17 . 


vine meditations, temperance, ſoberneſle, faſting, watching, As of Ghrin . 
udying, labouring in his vocation, &c.He that thus with- qeath & pa- 
holds the meanes of faluation from his ſoule, ) is vnmercy - flion, 


full to his owne ſoule,and takes the right way to detiroy it, 
Thelife of the ſoule js loſt by languiſhing, as well as by vi» 
olence,by taruing, as well as by itabbing & wounding, As 
Sinne offers violence to the ſoule, is rhe death and deſtcuc- 


Mors anime 


10n of the ſoul; every fin being not abandoned, Rom.6.vir, peccuum .Cle- 
elpeciaily preſumptuous finnes, Pſal.19.13:{o the negle&, 7m Alex. 


and ipecaally the witting , willing, wilfull and totall neglect 
of the meanes of the ſoules ſaluation,will be the ruin & de. 


men ane woemen,who imagine all is well with you if yee 
| D 2 doe 


rom l.3. 


Omne pecca- 


_ |ruacion thereof. So the Apoitle told the /ewes, that 1 put. tum eft mors a* 
ting away the word of G vd they indgedthemſelues unworthie Mme Nagorde. 
of euerlaſting life, A.13 .46.,Tbinke of this, you negariue 3 


N'l bon focere 
hac ipſum efi 
palum ſacrre. 


3.Cor.5.17. 


Jam, 4. V.8, 


Ld 
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doe no hurt, though you doeno good No, all isnot well 
with you( donec exacuetur ſuperfluum & ſubmimſtretur ne- 
ceſſarmm,Baiil Aﬀer Cap 55.)Vntill yee abandon vice. And 
entertaine grace, vntill yee void the cotruption of linne, 
and receiverhe reſtoratiue,and preſeruatiue of Gods word 


which 1s able to ſaue your ſoules, AR :0o. 3 2 


Ifa man hicke in his bed , buraing oſan Ague , fetching 
his breath with difficultie , looking galtly, ſpeaking 1diy, 
ſhould ſay he were well, thou wouldeſt not belceue him: 
So wl.en thou thy ſelfe , or when thou. ſeeſt anorher man 
{well with pride, burne with luſt,raging with oaths, foming 
with corrupt,and vncleane communications , railing with 
landers, ſtinking with drunkenn: fle, rauening with coue. 
rouſnefie,conſuming with enuie, gricued with impatience, 
plagued with diſcontent, leprous with ingratitude;if he fay 
he 1s well,in Chriſt, and hopes to be ſaued, beleeue him not: 
Allthe world cannot faue him. if any man be m (briſft he 
is a new creature', Whom he faueth , themhe ſandiheth; 
Whom he cureth ofthe ſting or guilt of finne, them he cu= 
rethof the ſtaine, or corruption of finne;where he forgiues 
finne,there he giues grace ro forgoe finne, where he pardo= 
neth tinne , there he giues ſtrengrh to part with it , where he 
healeth,, there he ficli purg*th with the potion -of repen- 
tance.Doe not deceiue your {cluestherefore , thinking all 1s 
well, as long as the corrupt, the fouje andeuill humour of 
finne abounds in you vnpurged, vnexpctied . Farge your 
hearts yee ſinners, and purific your minds yee double mmded 
men, Purge out the old leazen, 1, Cor.y.7, Neither thinke 
that your ioules can Jiue, be well and prolper , vnleſle yee 
vic quely and dailyto feed them, to refreſh and cheriſh 
them with the food and nouriſhment thereof, with good 
dyet. In vaine doth che Potion worke our recoverie, 1f our 
euill behaujour afterwards bring a relapſe. In vaine ſhall we 
purge our hearts by repentance ; if after we obſerue not tie 
firiet dyer of obedience. A good dyet is neceſſary vntoPhy= 


feke; obſzrue it then « Refraine from thoſe corrupt meats 


whcreon 


+; 
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whereon j'our ſoules have formerly ſurfetted, the /ernen 
of malice, the bread of deceit, Prov. 20, 17. the bread of 
wickedneſſe. prov. 4.17.the bread of idlencſſe, Prov. 41.27. [.COr5LY.7. 
fullneſſe of bread, Ezech. 15. 44. the drinke-offering of blood, pſ1 1s 
the wine of violence, the fruits of the fleſh , all kinde of for- Prou 4.27, 
bidden fruit.Ler all Gnne asan ill dyet be caretully avoided Gal.5. 
And be yee mindfull ro receaue and feed on the bread of 
life, and the water of life , Chriſt and his benefits, to receive 19.6. 
and tro feed on them by faith, according as they are offered mg pf a76- 
vato vs in the word, preſented in the Sacraments, and ha. ©" 
ving received them, be mindfull to digeſt them by prayer, 
and holy meditations. PR 

The body cannot live, not liuelong and ſtrong, without 
the proper food thereof,as meate, drinke, &c. No more can 
the ſoule without the Proper nouriſhnient thereof, as 
Chriſt, the Word, Sacrament, and Prayer. The body loone 
famiſheth if it want its food : So wil] the ſoule ſoone pine 


away, if it want its ſuſtenance and due meales .Be frequent 


chen in hearing the word read , and preached, inreceming 
the Sacrament , In Prayer, m holy medirations, in good 


-WOLkes, 


That no man ts to negleft the preaching of the Goſpel, YYV. 
becanſe Godcan ſane without it, 


Thus the word of Grace. Deſpiſe not Propheſiing, 2 .Theſ. 5. 
And thusthe light of Nature likewiſe teacheth vs , Hee that 
's endued but with natures dimme light , will not refuſe ro 
eate becauſe God canſiue him without meare : much lefle 


wil herhat is endued with th /zghr of Grace,refuſe to heare 


tne word Preached, becauſe God is able to ſaue withour ir, 
It he doe,he rempts th: Lord his God. As a man retuling to 
exte, becauſe God can taue him witnout meate, tempteth 


God.fo doth he, who following his pleaſures, and retuling 


toheare, thinks to be ſaued. Now it is no? ſafe for a man to Deur6'y.:7 


temper God Orto put him to this triall , what by his ablolute 


D 3 power 


Mat. 4.7. 


1:Cor.1.2t . 


Exod.16.15. 
loh,6.31- 


NXVL 


ludges5.v. 3. 
Plalc49.v'1. 2 


- 
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power he can doe,but we are tolooke to hisaRuall power, 
or what he will doe. and now by his aQuall power , we 
know,and are taught that he will ſaue by meanes , and no 
otherwiſe. The Natural life of the body he will ſaue by 
N atarall meanes,as meate,drinke'(leepe,&c.and the ſpiritu- 
all life ofthe ſoule, he will ſaue by ſpiricnall meanes , as by 
the preaching of the Goſpell, ſoit is written, The Goſpell is 
the power of God unto ſaluation,Rom.1.19.1t pleaſeth God by 


the fooliſhneſſe of preaching(that 1s by the meanes of preach. 


ing which ſome count fooliſhneſſe ) ro ſave them that be- 


leene, As long then,as God by hisaQtuall power , affords 
theeghe meanes of (aluation,doe not negle& them, truſti 


to his ablojute power . Where God affords ordinarie 
means,thereheſhewes he will aue no otherwiſe. When the 
Children of [{raell were in the wildernefle where no means 
were,God fed them miraculouſly, with Manna from hea. 
en.he gaue them bread from heauen to cate : But when 
they were in Egypr,and afterward when they were brought 
ro Canaan, where meanes were, where they might ſow and 
reape,then Manna Ceaſed,God did no longer ſhew his ab- 
tolute power in feeding them miraculouſly with Canna 
from heauen , when hegaue them meanes on earth . While 
rhou liueſt then in the Chxrch , wherethou mayeſt partake 
of the ordinarie meanes, vie them, if thou wouldeſt be nou- 
riſhed in hope of erernall life .Remember rhar as for Vatu- 
rall,ſo for (pirituall life, he muſt eate,taat will liue, 


That no man , be he euer [0 great and eminent , for 
learning for wiſedome,for wealth and honogr, 
is to neglett the hearmg of Goas 
word,and exerciſing hims 


/ elfe therem, 


Thusrhe word of grace, heare O yee kengs, gine eare O yee 
Princes. Heare yee this O ee Prieſts, Hol. 5 . 1o. Heare yee 
this all yeepeople: Ponder it wth your eaves yee that dwell in 

| the 
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Into the oſe of Grace. 


the world;high and low rich and poore,one with another. 


This wiſedomethe Booke of Nature isreadie to inftruct, 


vs in We ſeetnNature,thereis no man be he euer fo ſirong, 
euer ſo well in his health, ever {oliuely and luſty, euerſo 


learned and wiſe,euer ſorich and honourable , that will re, 
fuſe to eate his meate, to take his due meales, to eat and 


drinke, Naie the ftronger, and the better that a man isin 
his health , the more duly and freely he will take his food, 
and the richer ,andthe moce honourable he is, the more ful. 
ly and plentifully he will have it . and take it. And now 
Chriſt as he is offered in his word , preſented in his ſacra- 


menrs,recejuedby faith,digeſted by prayer , and meditati- loh.6,v.50, 


on,is the lame to the ſoule, that bread is to the body « Why 
then ſhould not any,that hath a liuing,a healthie, an vnder- 
ſtanding ſoule defire to eate of this bread ?Why ſhould not 
the high.as well as the low?Therich aſwell as the pooce?The 
wiſe as well as the ignorant and tooliſh ? The noble as well 
as thc ignoble? The Princeas well the peaſant , euery one as 
well 25 any one, attend vpon the word of Godand his fer- 
uice the food of the ſoule? Can any ,the healthiefl, the weal= 


thieſt,the wiſeſt and mightieſt,the bet of vs all, live without 


his due meales? And how ſhould the wiſeſt & moſt vnder. 
ſtanding ſoule liue without his food? 1s not the appetite the 
ſharper, and greater,the more healthie and firong we are in 
our bodyes? & verily fo it is1n the (tate of the ſoule-Whatſo- 
euer menthink of their great knowledge, & learning,as that 
they need not heare ſermons and frequent the Church , as 
Other meaner men doe. Yet this is certaine , The healthier, 
the ſtronger, and better any man: is in his ſoule , the more is 
his appetke to the word ot God , andthe more he abounds 
in wiſedoe& (pirituall vadertianding;the more he abounds 
in loue and deſire to the ſincere milke ofthe word, that he 


without aremembrancer,& that which wedoe remember, 
Wwe are ſlow to performe, without Gods ſpeciallgrace and 
lirength, 


_ 
+r 


( . TI,Pet.2, 
may giow thereby, knowing that as yet we know bucin ,{ou 


part,and that part which we doe know,we are apt to forget x,Tim.46. 
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ftrength , andrhis ſtrength we muſt ſeeke in tne hearing of 
Ouod iubet is the word, foras it is a meanes tO teach vs ro know the will 
wer] of God, foro inable vs to doe it, as bread is a meanes to 
ſtrengthen a man to doe his worke, In the creation , Gods 

fiat,or commandement, gaue being to the creatures: ſo it is 

after a ſort in the regeneration , his fiar, or ſaying, be yee ho- 
1.Petis, ly,beyeeperfelt, be not faithleſſe but beleening, be ſober, be at 
Mat.s,vit. peace,be doers of the word, Be ſo and ſo;isa meanes to haue it 
ſo,toefteR it (o . So then whoſoever thou art , deſÞi/e not 
propheſying or preaching , but giue attendance to it, if not 
a; be informed, yetto be reformed, and conformed to the 


view ov; Will Of God, hearethatthou maieft oblerue, and doe what 
vificans. is commanded thee. 


Jam.1,22. 


XXVIl. T hat ſuperiours,and men of great andeminent place, 
| or grace aboue others, are not to deſpiſe and. 
cont emne thewr inferiours for their 
meane aud low eftate farre 
beneath them, 


Mart.18 vio, Thusthe Booke of Grace. See that yee deſpiſe not one of 
theſe little- ones. Why doeſt thou deſpiſe thy brother, Rom.14. 
10.//ho maketh thee to differ from another? 1.Cor.q.7.Be not 
high minded, but condeſcend to them of low degree, Rom. 
12.19. $5 

Learne this alſo from the Booke of Natare . The head 
though it be advanced aboue the reſt of the members, yet ic 
doth not proudly inſult vpon them , but it ſtoopeth and 
boweth to helperhe meaneſt and loweſt , euen the foote if 
it be hurt or ſtandin need. And fo againe if the right hand 
be ready, plyant,and more ſerviceable taen the left, it doth 
not deſpiſe,but beare with ir, and help ir, & if onelegge be 
tronger then another, we wall ſpare the weaker, & put the 
ſtronger to more vie. What doth this teach vs? But thac they 
which haue more gifts, ſbould not deſpiſe , but help them 
that haue fewer - Bzſides there is no man abſolute in this 


wolld, 


into the vſeof Grace, 33 


3 world, noreuer ſhall be aslong as he hath any being here. aumiprice 

% Theheadcannotlay to the foote, lhaue noneed of thee. ad omn:a quare 
The niafter cannot well be without his man. Nor the Land. 1 Cor. 13. 21, 
lord withour his tenants, nor yet the King withouc his(\ub- 

jeRs, as Occam the (chooleman told Lews the Emperour. 7,;1tenbaw., 

Z Defend me with thy ſword,and [ willdefend thee with »y pen. in vita Octam, 
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Againe the eye is honoured with that neceflary, and noble 
ſenſe of ſeeing; and fo 18 the eare with that worthy and 
needfull ſenſe of hearing , and the noſe is preferred before 
them both in that profitable and vſefull ſenſe of ſmelling: 


 Thushethatraketh place before all in ſome things, muſt be 


- oo - wy Ce "OM - 


content to giue pp, and to come behind others in ſome- 
thingelſe. Let this teach thee to conterhne none that are 
inferiours to thy ſelfe in grace, in place,in eſtate, & meanes, 
in any gift. Remember that he that withholds his clemencie, 


/ becauſethe ſubjeR is baſe,denies a remedie tohis wounded 
' foote, becauſcit is an infentour part. 


That inferionrs ought not to exvy at their ſuperiours, 


becauſe of their greatueſſe aboue them but tobe 
content with their place. | 


' Thus faith the Lord, frert not t by ſelfe neither be thou en- 


' vious, griene not at him whoſe way doth proſper, Lay aſide all 
' malice, and envies, and evill ſpeakings, 1.Pet.2.1. Let your 
© converſation be without covetouſneſſe , and be coment with 
* ſuchthings as yee hane,Heb.1 3.5. | haue learned in whatſo- 
ever ſlate [ am therewith to bee content ſaith S. Paul Phil, 


4m- 
And this. we may learne likewiſe, and that from the 


.  Booke of Nature, The foot doth not envy the head, becauſe 


it is preferred before it, as more honourable; neither js it 


-, diſcontented, becauſe it is clad in leather, when it may bee 


- 
. 
6. 


& 
_ F 
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© thereisachaine of Gold about the necke, or a pretious 


4 
* 
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ſtone about the finger. No more ſhould we envy any that 
be in higher place tor thecredit, honour, and reſpeRt "ow 
| E they 


Plal.37,v;1, 7+ 


Mat,25 . 


Augxſt, Hom . 
186.De Temp, 


prope fine. 


XXIX 


Heb. 13.1.3. 


x,Cor.12, 
y.,a6, 
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they haue aboue vs. Itisa foule fault when wecannot haue: 
the credit that others haue, to envie them for it : Whar if 
thou haſt not ſo ſtrong a faith as Abraham? Or ſuch a gift of 
prayer as 'Danid? haſt thou any meaſure of ſaving faith? or 
any gift of prayer at all? [f rhou halt any meaſure of lauing 
faith, any-gift of true prayer thou art well. Hethat had but 
two talents, was as. much commended and went into his 
Maſters ioy, as well as he that had fiue. It js a great happi- 
nefſe to be any member of the body of Chriſt. Though thou: 
beeſt not an eye but a foot, thou art quickaed by the ſoule,, 
as well asthe eye, & thou ſhalt be ſ(aued as well as the eye. 


| The fouleſeeth by the eyes, walketh by the feete, vitam 


dat omnibus, ofpc1a fingults, giuerh lifeto all, but executeth- 
diverſe functions by diverſe members, thoughthe foot ſees 
not, yet it liues as well as the eye. Officia drverſa, vitacom- 
munts (auh S* «Auguftine,The offices are diverſe bur the life 
1s common. Sic eſt in Eccleſia Dei,fingali propria operantar,, 
pariter v1ount: {0 \t is among the elect inthe Church., the 
ſpirit of Godfitteth this man for this imploymenr, thac for * 
that,bur ſanRifieththemall, 


T hat wee onght to hane a Sympathy or a fellow... 
feeling of one anothers miſery and to beready 
to helpe and comfort one another. 


Thus the word of Grace, Remember them that are in. 
bonds a; boundwith them, and them which ſuffer adverſity, 
as being your ſelues in the body, Put on 4s the cleft of God, 
bowels of mercy and compaſſion Coloſ. 3.12. Mourne with 
them that monrne,Rom.1.2.5. Bee kindly affeflioned one 
to another.V.1 0. | 


This wee may learne from the Booke of nature . If one 


' member ſuſſer, all the members ſuffer with it, If the foot bee 


hurt, the reft of the members will condole wich 1c, and not 
only (o, but joyne together to hetpe, and to heale it , the 
head will ſtoope, the mouth. will ſpeake, the eye will be- 

| hold 


e 1H 


ty, 


| 04, 
mth 


one 


one 
bee 
nat 
the 
be- 
101d 


: 
* 


= % Ol / 
__ SA - . 
Dag... EF 


Ourſympathy and fellow-feeling 


into the wſe of Grace, 25 


told and looke, the backe will bend, the hand will Aretch, 


and pur forth it ſelfeto helpe what it may; all will be rea- 
dyto doe their beſt for the meaneſt member, that which is 
more feeble, lefſe honourable, yea for the vncomely part, 
for every part that lacketh. x ({or.12, 22-23-24 Now if a» 
mong theſe members, which all except rhe head, are brute 
and unreaſonable, there is ſuch a Symparhy and Harmony, 
much more ought there tobe among(t vs Chriſtians, who 
are governed not only by reaſon, but by the ſpirit of God. 
of one anorhers miſery 
and diſtreſſe, ſhould be more quicke and lively, in as much 
as we aue a double life in vs, even the /ife of Natare,and 
the life of Grace: for the more life, the greater ſenſe , the 
more quicke in hearing, ſecing,ſmelling, taſting, touching, 
And verily hee that is not touched with a fellow-feeling 
of his brothers, and others miſeries, may ſuſpe&t worthily, 


that he is not aliuely member of Chriſt: for Chrifts body # Epheſ,g v.15. 


knit and coupled together throughout every ioyut, whereby 
one miniftreth to another, If then wee doe not bearcano- 
thers barthen, and feeie one anothers miſery, wee are not 
knit rogerner by thefinews of loue, and if notto the body, 
no part of the body, 


That weeſhould endeavonr with all diligence to hold 


onity and concord one with another. 


Thus faith the Lord, Endeavony to keepe the onity of tbe Epheſc4.v.3. 


ſpirit m the bond of peace: if it be poſſible, as much as lyeth in 
you, lise peaceably with all men, Rom. 12.18, eAbore all 


things hane fervent lone among yourſelnes,1 Pet.q.s. 


This wee are taught Ikewile by the Booke of Natare.In 
the body, the members, rhough diverſe and of diverie of- 


- fices, yer (weetly agree and hold together, mutually per- 


forming th:1r duties one to another , without jarring or 
contending. The head though it belifted vp aboue the reſt 
ofthe members, yet he ſcornes not the feete , as to lay , I 

; E's haue 
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haue no need of you, no more.doth the eye ſay tothe hand 
I haue no need of you, Here is no di{daining, no diſcord or 
falling out, but every fellow-member is helpetfull & loving 
to his fellow-members, and willing to yeeld roevery one 
that which belongs tothem, Yea tomerimes more then it 
deſerues, as in waiking, if one foot hit the other, ſo asto 
hurt it, or to make it ake, the foot hurt or grieved,doth nor 
hit the other againe, and returne blow for blow, but is pa- 
tient and holds good accord with the other for all that. By 
this courſe of nature let ys learne tohold vnity and con- 
cord one w:th another, and not to returne evill for evill, 
Rom.12.vit, but ro overcome evillwith good. Tne incolurnity of the bo- 
dy depends vpon the concord ofthe parts, in the mutu- 
all performance of their duties : ſo the well-fare of the. 
Church, when wee ſhew our ſelues to bee members one of 
another, As the finews in the body,ſo is loue in the Church 
Colol,3.14 . or common-wealth,even the wery bond of perfeltneſſe . If a 
finew be broken, it 18a hazarding of the body, a hindrance 
toa mans welfare, tillit beknit againe. Now the breach 
of loue, is as the breach of a finew, yea of many finews. We 
cannevyer be well, if this finew be broken, till it be knit vp 
Coloſ.z,3, againe. Be yee therefore knit together in lone, 1 beſeech you 
brethren, by the name of our Lord leſus Chrift, that yee all 
ſpeake the ſame thing, ard that there bee no diviſion among 
you, but that yee bee perfeilly toned together in the ſame 
minde, and in the ſame 1adgement, 1 Cor.1.10. Theſpirit of 
man doth not quicken any member or part (eparated from 
Auguft,Sev. 1 the body: T he dry b:nes which Exechiel ſaw ſcatteredin 
: 44 fratres in the field, had no life in them, till they were gathered toge- 
Eremo. ther, bone to hu bone Ezech» 37.7 So the ſpirit of God doth 
not animate, and comfort theſe who cut off and divide 
Pſal.1;3, Tthemſelues from Chriſts myſticall body. Behold then how 
good and ioyfull a thing it ts, for brethren ta dwell together in 
wuity, behold and labour to hold ts 


T bat 


into the vſe of Grace, j5--. 


That to revenge our ſelues, eſpecially in every petty iniury XXXl 
of words or deeds, ts a figneof great weakneſſe and 
corruption, not of a good ſpirit, or mettall, 


Thus the Word of Grace. Hee that #5 ſlow to anger ts bet proy, 16,1,32, 
ter then the mighty, and heethat ruleth his ſpirit then hee 
that conquereth a (itty, He that deferreth hu anger , i a 
man of diſcretion, and he that paſſeth by an offence, it s a 
grace to him Prov.19.11. but not foto him rhat revengeth. 
Deſire of revenge reſtech mthe boſome of a foote ſanth Sas Eccles,7.v, g. 
lomon. | 
This the Booke of Nature is ready to teach vs. Ia Na- 
ture we fee, it 1s a (igne of a weake ſtomacke,not to be able 
to beare and concoGt lighter meats:So it is an argument of 
a weake minde, not to digeſt ſmall wrongs, as the giuing 
the lye, (a naughty word I confeſſe) but yet our firmity in 
grace ſhould be more, then to be moued to revenge there - 
by. When a man cannot endure to be touched, it is a ſigne 
that he isnot ſound: So when wee cannot endure a crofſe 
word, without thinking of revenge, it is a plaine ſymptome 
of an vnſound and corrupt minde, Ifay then in the words 
of the Apoſtle. Dearely beloved, avenge not your ſelues , but 
rather gine place vntowrath Rom.12.9. Say not [ will re- 
compence evill, Prov,20,2 2. Say not 1 will doe to him as hee 
hath done to mee. Prov.24.29. The words of revenge are 
forbidden,much more the works. 


That wee ſhould avoide all buſy-medling with things not bes XXXII 
| longing to vs,and beyond the bounds of our calling. 


Thus the Booke of Grace. Srwdy ro be quiet med/ing with 1,Theſ.q.v, 
your owne buſineſſe , Let every man abide in the calling "1. 
wherein he ts placed, 1 Cor. 7.2 4- | 
This wee are taught by the /1ght of Nature, In Nature 
we ſcetheeye meddies not with hearing , nor the care 
E 3 with 
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: Wh with ſeeing, nor the foot with either of them both, but 
exch member keepes his owne office, and that it lookes to: 
By this wee may learn? notto arrogate to our ſelues any 
thing, out of our owne calling, but tocontaine our ſelues 
within our owne bounds and limits. If a mote ſhould fall 
intorheeye, were the foot a fit member to bee thruſt into 
the eye, to plucke it out? Not (e, For though the foot bee 
fenſible of rhe paine, yet it leaues the helping of it to the 
hand, whoſe office it is. Thus irſhould bee 1n the Church 
and Common-wealth. Every one ſhould meddle with his 
owne office, and keepe himſelfe ro his owne calling. There 
are many who chuſe & delight rather to be ſeene $kiltull in 
other mens offices,then to employ themſelues intheir own, 
This 1s a foule fault. If the feete ſhould grow where the 
hands are, it would make rhe body monſtrous : So whea 
men willnot containe rhemſelues within their order , de- 
gree and calling, it is tO make the Churcha Babylon, a very 
confuſion. It is neither fit nor comely , for the people ro 
meddle with the office of Magiſtrates, dire&ting them how 
they ſhould governe , nor with the calling of Miniſters, 
teaching them how to preach, If things be anuſſe , {er pri- 
vatemen pray for a reformatianzbut leaue it tothem whoſe 
calling it isto reforme, Let the foor leaue the drefling of 
the body to the hand, 


VXXIL T hat wee ſhould ſeeke the common good ' and not 


our owne private alone, 


Gal 6.,v.0, Thus faith the Lord. Doe good nto all men. Let no man 
/ ecke us owne but every man anothers wealth, 1Cor-10. 2.4 

VN atzre Will teach vsthus much, if wee doe oblerue it. 

. We ſee, no member is for it{elfealone, but for the good of 

thewhole, and the vie one of another. The eye doth dire& 

rhe head, and the hand guard theeye,thenole ſmells for all; 

the tongue ſpeakes for all, and the hand workes for all. Eve. 

ry part {eekes anothers, and not his 'owne good alone. So 


{ſhould 
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znto the vſe of Grace. 39: 


ſhould wee imploy our gifts and talents, not only to our 
owne particular good, but to the benefit of other, even to 
thegenerall good of the whole Church, As the Rtomacke 
receives the meat and drinke at our hands, not for it ſelfe a- 


., lone, but to concokit, and prepare tt, to the benefit of 


, thereſtof the bady: Sowe recetuegifts at Gods hands; but 
* nor forour owne particularvſe altogether, but ro the end 

that wee ſhould impart, and d://r:bate thereof to the neceſe. Rom, 1s, 
| ftyofthe Saims; ofthe poore members of Chriſt. I ſay - 


then inthe words of the Apoſtle, »As every man hath ve. 
cemed the gift, evenſo Miniſter the ſame one to anothe-, as 
good Stewards of the manifold grace of Ged, 1 Pet 4 10. The 
Lord hach.not only giuena man a mind, by which he may 


4 haue intelligence with his maker.But alſo therewithall Or- 


gans, andinſttuments ofthe body, by which he may haue 
intelligence with men, and communicate the good moti. 
ons of his mind vnto others. And this is to intimat2 vnto vs: 
That the Lord hath made no man for himfette , that hee 


ſhould locke vp, and keepe within himſelfe all the good. 


that God hath communicated to him: but as firſt hee made 


him for hisowne glory, ſoſecondarily for the vic and edifi.. 


cation of other men. If man had beene created for God 
only, be ſhould not haue needed a tongue, for the Lord 


knowes the meaning of the mind without the torgue. And. 


if he had beene made for himſelfe only, the motions of the 
mind had beene ſufficient for himſelfe alſo. But God hath 
made one man to be a comfort to another, and therefore 


hath given him ſuchOrgans as whercby every man may. 


gue intelligence of his mind to another. 


That wee ſhould hanonr and obey the highey powers, 
the CAagiſftrates aud Hiniters, 


XXXIV 


Thus it is written. Let every ſomle be ſubiett vmo the au- Rom.;, r, 


thority of the higher powers. Subiett your ſelues ta every or- 
amance ofman forthe Lords ſake, whether it bee unts the 
| b King 
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Plal-77,vir, 


XXXV 


Rem.13.6. 7. 


40 A Tranſlation of the Booke of Nature, 


King 4: ſupreame, or unto Governours, 4s vuto themthat are 

ſent by ham, for the puniſhment of evill doers, and for the 
praiſe of them that doe well 1 Per.2.13.14. Obey your pre- 
lates and ſubmit your ſelues unto them, for they watch as being 
to gixe account for your ſoules,Heb.x 3.17. 

"This wee may learne from the booke of Nature. All the 
members of the body obey & follow the dire&ion of the 
Head & Heart.$o ſhould we follow the dire&ion of thoſe 
that be placedover vs. It is a maimed body that wants ei» 
ther of the two hands. Now Moſes and Aaron, that is, the 
Civill and Ecclefiaſticall Magiſtrate, are as it were Gods 
two hands, rorule and pres his people, according to 
that of che Kingly Prophet David, Thow /eddeFt thy people 
like ſheepe by the hands of Moſes and Aaron, God himlelfe 
is the generall and principall leader, (* for che whole world is 
hs) and Moſes and eAaron are Gods hands, his Lieuete= 
nants to rule here in earth, the one with the word,the other 
by the ſword. Towch not the Lords annointed, and doe his 


Prophets no harme. Let Moſes the Prince, and eAaros the 
Prieſt be hadin honour. 


T hat wee ſhould be willing to be at charge aud to take paines 
for the maintenance of the King and ſtate, 


Thus the Booke of Grace. Pay you tribute,render to eve. 
ry man his due tribute to whom tribute ts due, Render to Ce- 
ſar the things that are Caſars, Mat. 22.18. Onr Saviour 
C briſt (though himſelfe free) yer paied tribute onto Ceſar, 
yeaand rather then he would not pay it, and ſogiue occa- 
fion of offence to the Ruler, He wrought a miracle to pay 
it, Mat.17.'25-26.27. This « guratten for ony Learnmg 
1 Cor. 10. * 

And thus we may learne likewiſe from the Booke of Nu- 
ture. In the naturall body, the inferiour members, as the 
handsand feete are content and willing to labour and to 
take paines for the head and ſtomacke, though they de. 
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Intothe wſe of Grace, 41 


- *voure & ſpend a great part of what they get: ſo ſhould wee 
” - be contentand willing to doe ſervice, and rotake paines for 
 rheKing and fate, which are as the Head and Stomacke of 

. the body Politike,the Common wealth. There is a notable 

- ſtory in-Livie which fitlyſerueth tothis purpoſe ,- and the 
- ftoryisthis, There were very often greevous broiles, be. 
- tweene the Commons & Nobles of Rome: once amongſt 
- thereſt, whenthe People had banded themſelues, and that 
\_ theCommon-wealth was in danger, the Senate ſent vnto 
© thepeople one enenims Agrippa, a famous Oratour, to 
. perſwadethem to quietneſſe, and obedience, and being 
- come, hetells them this Parable. On a time (faith hee) the 
members of the body fell out with the ftomacke, and ob- 
7 jeRedagainſt it, that it devoured all,and idly and ſluggiſh- 
* ly lay inthe middeſt of the body, whileſt the reſt of the bo- 
dy laboured fullſore, wherevpon the foot refufed to ſtirre 
© andearry theſtomacke, the hand refuſed to pur weat into 
- themouth, the mouth taxectiue it, and the teeth to chew 
- it. Now what followed ? The ftomacke being empty, the 
: eye beganneto be dimme;, the hand weake, the feet feeble, 
-* all the members began to faint, and the whole body te 
. wither; ſo atlaſt, they were content, yea of neceſſity eom- 


pelled to grow friends with the tomacke. And they lear- 


+ nedthatrhe ſtomacke is molt profitableto all the members 


of the body. And by thisparable he quieted the people, 


; andbrought them to concord with the Rate againe. And ſo 
** by this I would haue you learne not to mutter , orto think 


it much what ye doe for the King and (tate, for what they 


.. recejue at your hands, they imploy it to the generall good 
- ofthe whole kingdome, they returne it like the Romacke 
© tothegood ofthe members of the body politike, 


F That 
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42 A Tranſition of the Booke of Nature 


That the life and welfare of our ſupreame head, and Gover. 


nour, the King, ts tobetendered and preferred before 
onr owne , or aty other mans. 


Thus the Booke of Grace, / exhorr that ſapplit ations ard 
prayers, andinterceſſions, and gining of thanks bee made for 
all men but namely and primarily for Knmyps, The people of 


Ifraell did preferce the life and fafety of their Soveraighe 
King Dax:d before ter thouſand of their "owhnt lines, 2 


Sam. 1 8.3. this our duty likewiſe, - 1O-; 

And this wee may learne from the coutſe of Natnare. All 
the members haue care one of another, but eſpecially of 
the head and hearr, 1f the head doe ake, al the Humors of 
theartiesrunne to rhe head, and therefore the armes be. 


come final andilender becaule they want their proper nure 


ture. And fo if the heart be ſicke,or in danger or feare,the 
outward heat retires inward to comfort che heatt, ſo that 
the body lookes ourwardly' pale. Yea if the head or heart 
be in danger,(pericatzs ſe bw gr ghee members wil 
hazard limme and lifeto defend and ſave them: So ſhoutd 
wee do: for our headthe K #17, Or Our heart the Qurene: 
wee ought to have ſpeciall care ofthem., Wee are ro care 
one for another, topray one for anbther and'to doe good 
6he for another, but ſpecially for Kings and them that 
afe in authoriry , wee are to preferce their liues before 
ren thouſands of ours , as the people of Iſrael <d.1f a 
methber,or ſome of the mferiour members be cut off, 


the body may-liue and-doe indifferently. well ; but" if 


_ thehead becut off, there isn6 hope of life ; it can never: 


XXXVII 


Joihua.i o V.7» 


doe well* | 


That they ſhould behaue themſelues well, both in word: 
: and deed , that be ſuperiours. | 
Thus faith the Lord vato /o/pua Captaine of the hoſte. 
of [ſraell, Be thou FFrong and very couragion thar thou mai. 
efF obſerue to doe according to all the law which. Moſes my 
hs : ſeruant 
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ſervant commanded thee, turn: not from it to the right hand 
ar t9 the left. Soagaine to King..Salomen, And thou Safc- 


08, ſerue 1he Lord with a perfett heart and a willing minde, 


x Chron. 28.9.S0 likewiſe to T ;mm0thy,Be thou an exſample 


of the beleauers in word, in converſation, 1 Tim. 4.12. 

. This: we aretaught by the light of nature, 1t the head 
be well all the body is the better for it, /f the exe be, ſingle 
the whole body u« fat of light. But if the head aketh, or is 
ul at eaſe, all thebody is the worſe far.it: So it is in the 
Church, or Common-wealth,or family. If the Magiltrates, 
the Miniſters; the Parents, the Maiſters, if cheſe, (which be 
as the heads) doe well.and be ſound in the faith, right in 
the vnderſtanding, renewed inthe will,quicke in the lenſes, 


7 ofhearing, ſecing, ſmelling, taſting & touching that which 


is good; Then all is the berter for it; the whole bady is the 
more liuely and ready to good: Bur if theſe doe amiſle, it 


cannot be well with che members, the inferiours ; if the 


head be deafe, and blinde, and dumbe, and giddy or (ot- 
tiſh,how ſhall the other members heare,and ſee,and ſpeake, 
and behave rhemſelues well? they cannot,Woe is the body, 
where the head is phreazie, drunken, idle or the like . See 
thou benot ſo, who art placed as head aboue others: but as 
the head doth heare,and ſcee,andtaft,and (ſmell forthe good 
of the inferiour members: So doe thay in that place x. hog 
in God hath ſet; thee, ſee that thy eye bee not evill , but 
fingle, andtheo $hy body ſhall not beedirke, but light. A 
good Magiſtrate, or Miniſter, or Majſter over a perverſe 
people, is a ſound head over a ſurfetted body: and a good 
Commonaity or ſaciety. or -family and a bad ruler, is 4 
healthfull body and 3 head akeing , either are occaſians of 


- 


ruine, both ſound preſervatiues, 


That Goternours and Commanders ſhould regard 
 Souldiers, andallow them maintenance. _ | 


Mar,s, 


Mar.6,v.2g , | 


XXXYITI 


Thus the Books of Grace, Be content with your wates,the Luke,3.14 » 
| | F 2 labourer 


4.4 A tranſlation of the Booke of Nature. 
the labonyer is worthy of his reward, 1.Tim.5-18, the worke- 
man ts worthy of his meate, Mat.10.10. Thou ſhalt gine hin 


Deut24,v.15. Lg hire (ſa1th the Lord) neither ſhall the Sunne goe downe 


XXX1X 


Efa,5.6.1, 


Ul 


vponit, | | 

This leffon alſo Nature teacheth vs . In Nature and the 
Naturall Conftitution of the body , the hands are as ſoul. 
diers roexecure the reſolution of the heart . And the heart 
from her victuall Conduits, fendeth bloud to warme the 
hands:Such affinity, and alliance ought to be betweene the 
Gouernour that culeth,8 the ſouldier that executeth;There 
muſt ſome {weet ſhowres of Gold Come out of his Coffers 
ro refreſhthem,or they waxe dull , andare devoured with. 
id!eneſſe, ſothat when they ſhould defend the heart, their 
fingers are numbde, as that they cannot fight , becaule 
they want the vſe of feeling, ps 


That inFFice inſtly executed, « thelife and welfare 
of the Common-wealth, | 


+ Thus faith the Lord, keepe yee indgment and doc inftice. 
Doe ths, that it may goe well with you, that yee mayprofper, 
Toſh. 1.T he King that Feirhfuly indyerl the poore, hus throne 
ſhall be eftabliſhed for ener Prov. 29. 14.lohah did doe mdge- 
ment and inſtice,and then it was well wth him,ler.22.1 5.16. 

' Nature will teach vs to acknowledge this, For as we 


| know the Conſtitution of a mans body: by hispulſe , If it 


ftirrenor atall,then we know he is dead; 1f it ſtirre violent« 
ly,theh wetake him to be in a feauer, if it keepe an equall 

roke,then we know he is ſound and whole :In like man- 
ner we may tudge ofthe ſtateofrhe Comon-wealth,by the 
manner ofthe execution of luſtice therein, For Iuſtice 15 the 


pulſe of the Common-wealth.If Iuſtice be violent,then the 


Comon- wealth is in a'feauer,in a bad-eſtate; if1t fticre not at 
all,then the Common- wealth isdead.Butif-it haue an equal. 


ftroke,the Iuſt and ordinarie courſe, then the Comonewealth. 


isina good conſtitution, it is.ſound and whole, And So. 
be ik, | . That . 
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Intothe vfe of Grace: 45 
That there t but one Charch. 


Thus faiththe Lord ſpeaking of his Church, Jy dove, Cant 5g. 
my v1defiled is but one, the only one of hey Mother, One loh.1o.16, 
fold. True 1t 1s, this one Chureh may haue, and hath many 
parts: as {ome part in Eng/and; ſome in Scotland, ſome in 
France, and ſome in-{7e/and, and (ome in all parts of the 
world, and yet all theſe parts make but one Militant 
Church here on earth, 

' Nature will plainely illuſtrate this,for as the body # one, 1.Cor,12,v, 
and hath many members, andall the members of that one bo. 11, 
dy being many, are one body: Even ſo # the Church of Chriſt: 


* Wee bring many are one body in Chrift, and every one, one a- - 


others members, Rom.12. 45. There # neither lew nor 
Greeke, there tr neither bond nor free, there ts neither male 
nor female, but wee are all one m Chriſt Teſws, Gal.3, 28. 
One, not as tyed to any one place, as to Rome; or ro any 
one perſon, as to the Pope, as the Romaniſts would haue it. 
But one, as living by one and theſameſpirit , and ruled by zueu 4: po- 
one andthe ſame Lord ; and profefſing one andthe ſame teſtate pape.c. 
faith;having oneand the ſame hope , andhaving beene Bap- 23: 

tized with oneand:the ſame Baptiſme. The Church is one 

in thisreſpe&, as S. Paulin his.EpiRtle to the Epheſians . 


_ plainely eclareth, Epheſ.4.4- 5% 


- _— 
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That (hrift is the ſupreame head of the Church, XLL 
and not the- Pope, 


_ Thusthe word of Truth. God raiſed hin from the dead, Epheſ.r.v. 20, 
4nd ſet him at his owne right hand in the heavenly places; 9d fincm. c,q, 
Farre abone all principalittes and powers, and-might and do- ©5123» 
minion, and every name that is named, not only m this world 
but alfo inthe world to come; Aud hath put all things under 
ha feete, and gaue him to be the head over all things to the 
Church; which « his body, the fulneſſe of him that filleth all 
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46 A tranſlation of the Booke of Nature, 

in all, The head of every man ts (, brift, He « the head ofthe © 
body the Church, Calal. 1.18. The head of all Principalty © 7 
and Power, Coloſ. 3.10. There bee others that are called ; 
heads.N's The Prince u« called the headof hu people becauſe 

of his Sovergignety and Pawer over them, Euod.6.14.K 18. 

25. And the hasband # calledthe head of his wife, becauſe 
e is the mare worthy ſexe, and her Lard and Ruler, ®pheſe 
5.23.1 Cor.11.1 3. AndthePaſtor and, pincipail member 

in any ſaciery 1s called the head. 7 he bononrable man t the 

Head, faith the Prophet, Eſa.9. 1 5. but theſe are either po» 

Iticall, or ceconomicall, not ſpirituall heads : particular not 
vniver(all heads. Kings & Princes are Chiefe and ſupreame 

heads vnder Chriſt of Certaine particular Kingdomes, and 

Dominions committed vnto them. As our Gratious King 

Charles isthe Chiefe & Supreame Head ofthis Kingdome 

and other his Domimons; But not of the whole militant 

Booke of Arti- Chureh here 0n. earth. This he doth not take ypon him tg 

ceis Art.z7» be, As the Popedoth: but to be the headofhis people, tg 

hauechiefe power in this Realme of England, and other his 

Dominions, As for the Catholike or vniverſall Chugch, 

| diſperſed over the face of the whole Earth, we acknowledge 

Wi | not any particular man to bee the head thereof, but the 

| / Epheſs,23. manChriſt lefus. He # given by the Father tobe the head 

"4108 over all thimgs tothe Church, which ts hw body, And him a- 

lone wee acknowledge for ſuch, for the vniverſall King; the 

vniverſall Biſhop. There 1s no man that can doe the office 

ofa nead to the whole body of the Church, bur hee, in 

looking out, and caring for the ſafery and wellfare of ir. 

Other men may ſee to the ordering of ſome particular 

member thereof, As the Biſhop of Rome may {ce to his 

Dioceſle; & other Biſhops to theirs.But to ſe to the whole 

body of the vaiverſall Church, that is more then any meere 

man can doe. Some in a pride may take it vpon them, as 

the Biſhops of Rome doe , but performe it they cannot. 

Chriſt is rhe only Head that can doe this, whoſe eyesarein 

Prou.17.  everyplace, beholding the evill and the good. And there 

is 


1.Cor.it, 3s 
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is none el(e be{ides him, that can doe it, 

This the Booke of Narare will goe neere to teach vs, It 
is nor viuall for one body to haue more heads then one, ex« 
teptitbe a monſter : Now the Church is one body, andit 1-Cor. 12, 12, 
1sn0 monſtrousbody, but a faire and'comely body, a bedy Ny EO 
fitly ioqwed together, Epheſ.4.16. Andcan ſuch a body have og oy 
more then one head>Mult.it needs have a double head? an 7 
Imperiall & a Miniſteriall,as the Romilts ſay? Why, if Chriſt 
had aſſigned the Pope to be us Miniſteriall head, then his 
body the Church ſhould ſcarce bee fo faire and comely as 
he faith ofit, hauing at ſometime nohead, as at the death” 
and vacancy of Popes. Sometimes three heads at once as in 
* aſchiſme. Sometimes monſters for her head, as Magicians, 
* Villaines, But Chriſt hathafkgned no ſuch heads forhis 
* Church, Hee is and will be the Head of his Church him. 
= Fſelfe, he isnot abſ:nt that he ſhould need a deputy to ſup- 
ply his place, but is aiwaies preſent with his Church, by his 
word and ſpirit. So.himſelfe faith, Loe, 1 am with you al.. Mat,28, vie, 
Waies tothe end of the World, And againe,where two or three | 5 
are gathered together inmy name, there am in the midit 
of them. Mat.1 $.9v.20- 


That the Romaue Church ts not the (, athalike hu; eh, NL 


Catholike is a Greeke word,and inEngliſh it isas much 4,591,434 ex 

as Vniverſall, orgenerall, that is the fignification of the gf 5,5 5.0. 
word Catholike, Now the Church of Rome howſoevger ſhe de rote vriver+ 
takes vpon her the name of Catholike, or vniverſall {9 vil zi 
Church; yet the truth is, ſhe is not ſo, tor S, Pau! writ vata F700 eft 
the church of God at Corinth, x,Cor.1.2.Vnto tae Church þ by exnping 
of Galatia, Gal.1.2. Vato the church of the Theſſalonians dibanal queſt 
' 1 Theſ1.z.and to diverſe others as well as tothe Church 72. | 

| ofRome Kow;r.7. Sothat the Church of Rome cannot 
© rightlybe ſaid tobe the Catbolike or Vniverſall Chucch, 
Others being the Church of God as well as. Shee.. The 
Church of Rome;at the-belt,, is but a part or, parciculag 
ER, pes member. 
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Rom.1 2.3. 


Mart 15.15. 
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Apolt.1.2, 


Sleidan. Com. 
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member of the Catholike, or vniverfall Church of ChriA> 
Anda particular Church cannot beſaid to be the vniverſall, 


Ynleſſe a finger can be an hand, or an hand the whole bo. 


dy, or a part become the whole, And now the very light of 
Nature will teach vs that thiscannor be, A finger cannot , 
be an hand, or an hand the whole dody, ora part become 
the whole. And no more can the Romane ' Church being 

a part, be well ſaid to-be the Catholike, or the whole vn1- 
verſall Church. | 


That wee ought to approne of the imparity of calling r, 
and of the vnequall diviſion of Godt gifts 
| #n the (barch, | 


Thus it is witten, God dealeth to every man a meaſure of 
faith, a portion of his 45,000 all gifts ro one nor the ſame 
ifts to every one, in the ſame mealure, but every mar hath 
' proper gift of God, one after this manner, another after 
that, 1 COr.7,7.c.12.11. To onehe giucth fine Talents, to 
another two, to another one talent . There are diverſity of 
ifts, Different callings & rankes of men affigned by Chriſt 
in hisChurch. When he aſcended vp on high he gaze ſome A- 
poitles, ſome Prophets , ſome Evangelifts, and ſome Paſtors, 
& Teachers Epheſ4. 11,Thefe were not all of equall ranke, 
The Apoſiles were in dignity aboue the Evangeliſts, and 
the 70 Diſciples; and forauthority both in and over the 
Chureh,as twelue Patriarches ſaith Beza.We may nor then 
condemneall ſuperiority among men; ſaying that every 
man ſhould be equall for calling, and that there ſhould be 
no difference of perſons among Chriſtians, as the Anabap- 
tiſts, and Diſciplinarians would haue it. 

If we looke into the Booke of Natwre , wee may learne 
better wiſdome then this, The Body of man,in regard of the 
admirable compoſition thereof,of many and different me. 
bers,is the more beautifull and comely : And o is the 
Cherch alſo much more beautifull, in that it conſiſts of di. 
vers (orts of men,of different degrees,and diverſity of gifts 


and 


into the uſe of Grace, 49 


and graces, If the whole body were an eye,where were the 
hearing ? Ifthe whole were hearing,where were the ſmel- 
ting? It allthe members were alike, all head, or all eye,or all 
eare, what beautie , what comelineſſe were in the body? 
Surely none at all. Beauty conſiſts in the variety of colours, 
and in a concinne diſpoſition of different parts. And ſo the 
variety which is in the diverſeſorts of men , inthe Church, 
in the divers degrees of offices , in the divers meafure of 
gifts, wonderfully ſets forth the beauty of the Church. He 
then that affe&s1n the Church an hotch-potch parity, Mar- 


tyrs and Marres the Church which is aus owapprnoſewor Eph,4.v.16. 


a body fitly ioyned together by every ioint. 


That the (harch of Rome #5 not to be the better thought "> RLLY'« 


of for her outward pompe and glory : Nor the 
Churth of England,and the i the re= 
formed Churches,the worſt to bee 
thought of, for their plaine _ 


and meane eſtate, 


Thus ſaith the Lord ;- Judge not according tothe appea- 
rance,but indge righteous indgement.1t is ſaidof Chriſt du- 
ring the time of his converſation here below, that hee had 
no forme nor comelineſſe, no beauty that we ſhould deſire him, 
Eſa,s 3.2.And now itis poſſible that the body ſhould not be 
made conformable to the head? Verily the true Church is 
predeſtinated to be conformed tothe image of Chriſt, Rom,$. 
29 Tobe made ofno reputation in the world as hee was 
made,Phil,2.7.To become poore, as he did, 2, Cor.$.9. To 
ſuffer as he did ſufter,Rom.$, 17: To ſuffer and to bee perſe- 
cuted euen todeath,and that by the princes.of the-world, 
the Magiſtrates,the very fame which pretend the title of the 
Church,the authoririe,ſucceſſion,and chaire of 2/0oſes,as he 


was, x.Cor.z $.whom God did fore-knowe, he allo did pre- Rom,s.39. 


deſtinate to be thus conformed to the image of his Sonne. 
ludge not then the better of that church that hath outward 
(; | glory 
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Jory and luſtre,nor the worſt ofthat which wants it,if ſhe 
Bo all glorious within,P(al. 45.14. 

Heare what Nature faith. to this. A painted face may 
ſeeme more beaurifull then'a naturall ; CounterfeirGold : 
may have agayec ſhew then good; Anda fained friend | 
may be more ceremontous in complements thena true one; 
A trumpet may haue atelier and Fayer apparell then an 
honeſt woman: So it is in the vible church. Hypocrites 
may goeas farre in outward worſhyp , as the beſt beleeuers: 
as {aimin ſacrificing, Ahab and Judas in outward penance, 
the Phar!ſce 10 outward forme of praying; yea hee can bee 
more large,and eloquent then the Publ:can. As Chriſt then 
ſaid of himſelfe,the head,(ol ay ofthe Church , his myſti. 
Luc 723, Ccallbody, Bleſſed & hee that is \not offended in her , tor her. 

meane eſtate, "7 


{.uc.18.11, 
12,13, 


XLV. That the Charch of England'is not tobe forſaken or ſepa- 
rated from byreaſon of ſome ſuppoſed errours. = 


aud corruptions therein, 


Heb.to,y, ag, Thusfaith the Lord, Forſake- nor the aſſembling of your 
ſelnes together,as the manney of ſome ts, but exbort one ano- 
ther, and ſo much the more , as. you ſee the day approaching... 
Chriftand his Apoſtles did not depart from the churches, 
though there were amongſt them. many abuſes , & the moſt 
ofthem greater then amongſt vs, who haue the word pure = 

ly pecacheds ac the Sacraments rightly adminiftred. To 
make it appeare, In /eruſalem; in ourSaviour Chriſts time, 
| the Bleue Tribes werebecome- Apoſftates,Mar.2 3.3 7.There 

F were in.it Scribes,Phariſees, Hypocrites, yea at that time, 

'' Mat.s:23, the doArine of the Law wascorrupted by the falſe Glofſes 

x loh.2.14, ofthePhariſes, andthe Church ir ſelfe was almoſt become 

| a denne oftheeues , full of buyers., and ſellers. And. yet 

Chriſt did not forſake it,and bodily depart from it-, as long. 

asheliuedin. the forme of a ſeruant.. So. againe. in the 
i :Cer.11, 19, Church of corinth,in Saint Pays time, there were ſome, in 

| all.; 
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an hereſie; others in inceſt , and other ſome that had not re- 1.Cor.s, r. 


pented of theirfilthinefſe,and many other inficmities,as,you 
may ſee, 1.(or.11.2.C0r-12.20.2T. And yet Saint Paw did 
not locally ſeparate from them for all this. Nar yet from the 
Galathians though they were per verted ta another daftrine; 
embracing a fundamentall error of witification by workes, 
Gal.1.2, No more ſhould any man make a feparation from 
our Church of England , by reafon of ſome blemiſhes and 
corruptions therein, WR , 

If we looke intothe Book of Natare, we may learne bet- 
ter wiſdome then ſo. If the head doe ake, the foot doth not 
refuſe tobeare it; or ifthe eye be blemiſhed, the reſt of the 
members doe not difdaine or contemne it , or whileſt it re= 
maineth in the body,refuſe to haue fellowſhip with it: No 


more ſhould any man make Eparation fromthe church,by 


reaſon of ſome infirmities,andcorruptions. All diſeaſes and 
corruptionsin man,doe not make a.man to be no man,and 
ſo to be avoided: but a corrupt man and(ſo to bee pittied: 
And ſoall errours and corruptions in a Church , doe nct 
| make aChurch to be no Church, and foto be forſaken;but 
a corrupt Church,and (© to be prayed for and redrefſed. Ta 
knowe which are annihilating and deftroying errours, ſuch 
as deſerueſeparation. We muſt vaderf}jand that Errowrs, & 
cortuptions in a Church,are af :wo ſorts: Either ſuch as con: 
cerne de{trive,or fuch as concerne maymers. Corruptionin 
manners make not.no Church, but a bad Chureh, Corrupti- 
ans in do@rine , are either ſuch as are citrafwndementin, 
beſidesthe foundation;and theſe rrouble : or crca fierda- 
mentum,about the foundation , and theſe ſhake : orcontra 
fundamentum,agaiuft the foundation, andrheſe overturne 
all. The rwo former are weakming Erroxrs, and:doe got de» 
barte them from being the true Church of God, bang but 


the * building of bay & /tabble onthe foundation;the ub- 


i,Cor 3.13 


ble burnt(I meanenot inthe fireof Purgatory) their ſoules _ 


may be ſaued.Tbe latterare deſtroying Erronrs, andintheſe 
conſideration muſt bee had , whether a Church erreth of 
' G2 weaknefle 


»Tim.3, v, 8, 


1. 
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weakneſſe,or of malice: if it beof weakneſle , then are wee 
not peremptorily to-conclude againſt ſuch a Church : for 
Saint Pau! writesto the Galathians , as a church of God, 
rhough they were remoned from him that called them into 
grave of Chrift unto another Goſpell or doarine , holding a 
fundamental erronr of juſtification by workes, Gal. t. 2.6. 
Butifer be ofmalice,or affected ignorance, like /a»»esand 
Lambres that withſtood CAoſes, reſifting the truth , then 
doth ſuch a church ceaſe to be a church, neither is it any 
longer to be reputedas achurch, -* | 


* 


' Now ourchurch doth not hold any fundamentall er- 


See a little book rOuUrthe * Separatiſts themſelues being witneſſe,or if it doe, 
ſet forth by whe not of malice,and affeQed jgnorance.not wilfully and ob. 


Scparaliſis of 


the confeſſion of 


thr faith. 


3 loh.1 8. 


Cant,r.5, 


BUcer, Martyr. 


Bexa, Bullin- 
ger. Zanchbing. 
Iunive.Rollocke 
vs, 


Rinatly(1 dare ſay)whereby ſhe ſhould bee forſaken. The 
dogrine of our church is ſound,and-vneorrupt; being con- 
fonant'to the word of God , as appeares by the Catholike 
doarine of the church of Engtand\,(er forth in the Booke of 
Articles, with the confirmation rhereofout of Scripture. 
But for manners and converſation,though we may iuſti- 
fie our ſelues in reſpeR ofthe church of Rome, yer herein, ef 
we faythat we hane no finne, we deceaue our ſelnes, and there 
& notrath invs, What body is there fo ſound, but hath 
ſome excrements? What Church ever breathed in ſo pure 
an aire, as that it might not juſtly complaine of {ome 
thick and vawholſomeevaporations. of errour and finne? 
But becauſe our Church wants ſome beauty , hath fhee loſt 
her face? Becaule ſhe js blacke, hath ſhee no comelineſle ar 
all? B:cauſe ſhe hath ſome corruprions, is ſhee therefore a 


falſe Church? eorruptions doenot make a falſe man , but a 


corrupt man, Let Separatifts make the worſt they can of 
our Church,they can make it but a corrupt church , not a 
falſe Church, We'haue the true word of Gud preached; the 
true Sacraments of Chriſt Iefus adminiſtred, which all * Dj- 
vines in all thereformed churches in Chriſtendome , which 
now are Or haue beene,doe holdto be the infallible rokens 
of a true church,andare reciprecally converted with-the 


tryue- 
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true church: We maintaine every point of the moſt ancient 
Creed, wee overthrow not the foundation by any conſe 
quence. Andas yet we haue not receaueda bill of divorce- 
ment,ſo that they which ſeparatefrom vs, offer a great in- 
iurie to their mother in flying from her. | 


T hat the wotce of God ſounding in hs written word , YLVI 
the holy Scripture m the ſpeaking decider of 
all controverſies in the church, 
, , 
Thus faith the Lord, yee erre,nor knowing the Scriptures. Luke 12 
Search the Scriptures, they are rhey that teftifie of me, Tolhs ; Ry 
the Law andto the teftimonie, if any ſhear not according to 
this word, it ts becanſe there ts no light in them , Eſa, 8.20. 
Our Saviour Chriſt himſelfe in his controverfie with the 
Divell,decided the queſtion by Sccipture,and gaue the true 
meaning of one ſcripture by another, Mat, 4.7. And this hee 
hath ieffto be our ſoueraigne Tudge, ourReſoluerand In- _ 
fruQer in all doubts, 7 hane ginen them thy word, faith * 119.3.v.16 
Chriſt, loh. 1 7.14. They haue CMoſes and the Prophets , let 
them heare them,Luk.16.29. EO 
],bur the Scriptures are dumbe,and cannot ſpeake , (ſay Ob, 
the Romaniſts) And how then can they determine contro- 
verſies, and reſolue doubts, being not able co ſpeake?- - 
Not able to ſpeake? Why? the Apolile faith, 7 hat the-Law Sol: 
ſpeaketh Rom. 3.19.Thar the Sermrure ſeith', yea & cryerh,, $09 9.17. 
Eſay cryeth concerning 1ſrael, ſaith the eApoſtle, Rom.g,; "04 
But ſay that God doth not now ſpeake vnto his people, 
by word of month , by a liuly voice , as hee did' here- 
rofore, Cannot he as well refolue them otherwiſe As 5 
lettey by a written word? May nota man ſpeeake, and deli. 
ver his mir:de to another by letter , as. well as by word of 
mouth? I trowe yes. And 1o God, though hee ſpeakesnot 
now to hischurch bya created voice, yet by his letter hee 
{peakesto the full, for the cleere manifeRation of his will &. 
pleaſure,both concerning what he will haueto be beleeued. 
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-Aug.in Pſal.go and done by vs. For what is the Holy Scripture, but a Let- 

pe'ccz.  teror an Epiſtle ſent fromGod Almighty out of the court 

he. ” ofheauenvmto thechurch militant on earth,to vs his peo- 

"*”"  pletoinftru& vs concerning his will , and to reſoluevs in 
matcers of doubt? Now thall we count this inftrucion and - 

reſolution of the Lord by his letter vnſufficient > Wee giue 

earthly kings leaueto giue definitiue ſentence , and iudge- 

meat in caſes by their writing, gnd though wee never heare 

their voice, yet 1f we heare orread their writing, wereſt ſa- 

tisfied concerning their meaning, neither doe we call them 

dumbe Iudges. And now ſhall we deny this priviledge to 

rhe king of glory,to determine by writing ; but wee muft 

blaſphemoully account him a dumbe ludge > How doth 

cheir ſpeaking Iudge determine all caſes in chriſtendome 

delated uy 4 at Rome, but by writing, and bulls, and 


breues? And yet he ſcores tobe counted a dumbe Tudge, 
though he haue no ſuch cauſe, in reſpeR of true and infalli. 
ble judgement. And doth not rhe Lordſcorne the {corners 
of bis infallible iudgement by his writren word? Yes verily 


Pcov.3.v.34 be ſcorneth the [corners faith Solomon, the ſcorners & moc- 
 kers of his written word; and of his ſufficient , and eleare 
iudgement thereby in matters of doubt, and neceſſary to 

be knowne and beleeued: And as he (corneth them, So one 
Pſal.50.v,3.4. day,Our God ſhallcome,and ſhall not keepe ſilence: There 
ſhall goe 4 conſuming fire before him, a mighty tempeſt ſhall 

be itirred vp round about him, He ſhall callthe heavensfrom 

aboue,and the earth thas he may tndge hispeople. And thoſe 

his enimies which wonld not that he Tonld raigne over them, 

That is, cule and goverae them by his written word; Of 


them he will ſay (except they repent) bring them hither and 
ant amen iy Caceptteyrepen) fig 


That 
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That we ought to deny our ſelnes , that 15 aur owne [ udges 
ments our owne wills and affettions, our owne works XLVII 
and worthineſſe; And to follow Ghriit by be« 
leening in him ai our only Saviour, 
& by doing ard ſuffering his 
will, as our only abſo. 
inte Lord. 


Thus ſaith the Lord,hoſoever will follow me, let him de- 1, .g 
himſelfe,and follow me. Let the ſame mind be in you which Philip 2.5, 
was alſo in Chriſt leſw.. Say thy will be done, Sechis will be Mar.6. 10, 
done by thee andthine,and notthine owne will, Not che Mat.7.2", 
will of the fleſh ,1.Pet,q-2.Iam.1.22. 
Learne thisinſome ſort from the Booke of Nature. Wee 
ſee every member goeth the ſame way with the head, 
wherevnto it is vnited , and whereby it is nm: Now 
Chriſt is the fpiritwall head ofhis Church, the head of every 1,Cor.u1 3. 
»ars. And we profeſle our (clues to bee his myſticall body, 
his members. Ando we are indeed, if we follow him asour 
head andguide,if wetake paine toframe and faſhion our 
ſelues like vnto this head as much as wee can inthis life. 
Otherwiſe we are not his members; for it is not poſſible for 
the headto be of one will, and the members of another. It 
is not poſſible that they which ace vnited and knit vnto 
Chriſt as his members , ſhould not bee touched: with a 
defire to reſemble him,and to follow his ſteps , forthe very 
thing wherein the 2»ion and conjmnttion are ſhewed , is that 706 Kt9pu6 
the Members doe ſhew themſelues to bee of the felfe ſame 7,270 
minde that the head is of. And where that isnot done, it is: «wiv, 7 
an evident proofe that the member is rotten, ſenſleſſe, and 
void of thelife which is in the head. Giuediltgence then 
thatche ſame minde be in you which was alſo in Chriſt leſus.. 
Labour that yee may be anſwerable to him in vnity of af- 
fe&ion and will. Labour to reſemble him in all your whole | 
life: not in his Miracles, but in his forall, his yertues,and : 
: godlineſle ; 


Epheſ.5.11, 


2.Cor.6. v.14. 


IS. 


$ $86.7. 
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godlineſſe of luing, #/hoſoe ver will follow Chriſt and be his 
Diſciple,/er him deny himſelfe andfollow him. Let the mem- 
bers follow the direQion and guidance of the head, 


That parents and «ll maifters of families ſhould be care. 
fall to purge and rid their houſes of all 1do- 
laters and other wilfull and 
obtinate offenders. 


Thus faith the Lord, Hawe no fellowſhip with the vnfruite 
full workes of darkpeſſe,but rather reprone them. If any obey 
not the word haue no company with h1mn,that he may be aſha- 
wed, 2.Thel. 3.14-1f any man that ts a brother be a fornica- 
tour,or covetos, or an Idolater or adrunkard; or an extortio- 
ner,or 4 rajler,haveno company with him , with ſuch a ene 
eat not,ſaith the Apoſtle, 1.Cor.z.11, that is, not ſo com« 
monly and familiarly as with other that feare God : Not 
with that amitie& delight as with them that excell in ver- 
tue,not ifthou beeſt not bound by reaſon of cohabitation. 
Not to countenance him ia his finne; Withſuch a one haue 
no converſation,or fejllowſhip inthis manner. For what fel- 
lowſhip hath right eouſneſſe with vurighteonſneſſe > & what 
communion hath light with darkneſſe? and what concord hath 
Chriſt with Belial? or what part hath he that beleeneth with 
an 1nfidell> The Prophet David which was a man after 


| Godsowne heart, ſetting downe the forme of his houſhold 
Pſal,101, ver, 


goverament,ſaith thus, «A froward heart ſhall depart from 
me,1 will not knowe a wicked perſon, who ſo privily ſlandereth 
hs zeighbour him will 1 cut off : him that hath a high looke, 
ard a proud heart will not I ſuffer, Mine eyes ſhall bee vpon 
the farthfull of the land,that they may dwell with me: he that 
walketh in a godly way heſhall ſerne me, he that worketh de» 
ceit, ſhall not dwell in my houſe ,he that telleth lyes fhall not 
tarry in my fight. Thus the Prophet . And this 1s written 
for your learning that be maiſters of families. 
You may leatnethis likewile from the Booke of Nature. 
| we 
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we ſee how it is inthe body. When Nature bath any evyill» 
or vnprofitable humours, that oppreſſeth the Fomacke,it 1s 
fained* to caſt them out, for the preſervation of the health 
of other parts: So ſhould it be with you; if yee perceiue 
your families to be endangered by obſtinate and obdurate 
finners,(as Idolaters, wearers, drunkards, fornicators, ly- 
ers, {landerers, deſpiſersof them that are good, corrupt 
ſpeakers, /ouers of pleaſures , or profit , more then louers of 
Ged, and thelike) Let it bee your wiſdome to vomit them 
out, as raw and vndigeſted humours by timely eieQion, 
leaſt the whote head waxe hearty, and the whole body ſicke, 
and (othe vitall parts languiſh.A man may catch the plague 
of his maneſervantor his maid-ſervant, or of ſome other (0- 
iourner within his gates: And now finne is as infeRious as 
theplague, or rather more, bur certainly more dangerous; 
in that it. deftroies, not only che body, but the foule alſo. 
I fay then, as you pray, ſolet it be your practiſe; not to lead 
your ſelues into temptation; not to thruſt your ſelues wil- 
lingly into danger. For hee that loweth danger, ſhall periſh 
therein, Eccleſ.3.26, Hethat toucheth pitch ſhall be defiled 
therewith,Eccleſ.13.1. IP. 


Mat,6, 


That al, both Men and Women, high and low ſhould frame yr te 
themſelnesto oe after their place and eitate,and to 
vſe that habit or faſhion that ts meet for them, 


Thus it is written, eAdorne your ſelues in. modeſt. appa- . o; 
rell, with ſhamefaſtneſſe aud m_— Woman ſhalt NOOR P: 
weare that which pertaineth to the man, neither ſhall a manu 

put on 4 womans garment, fer all that doe ſo, are abominati- 

on tothe Lord,Deut.22.5- They that be in Kings Courts,and 
highplaces, may weare ſoft clothing as Chriſt faith, thatis, 11,11 ug 
filkesand velvers, ornaments of gold, filuer, and pretious ' 
ſtones: So did lofeph in Pharaohs Conrt, Geng. [:4 2e And 

the danghter of Pharaoh in Salomons court ,Pſal.q5.10. and 

divers others as wee may read Gen.24.22, Exod.3 2.3. 

H. Heſt, 
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He#.6.9. But for perſons of low eftate, and meane conditi- 
on, it is not for them to array themſelues with broydered 
haire, oy go!d, oy pearles, or coftly apparell, as the Apoitle 
faith,r Tim.2.9, 1 Pet.3.2.Every one # toabide inthe ſame 
calling wherevnto he's called (aithethe ſame Apo3te, x Cor, 
72.20, that is,notonly to doe the daty of his proper calling: 
but rogoe and attire himſelfe according to his place and 
calling, 
This alſo wee may learne out” of the Booke of Natwre. 
The Cembers of the Body have theirſeverall faſhions; 
whictithey keepe without incrvaching one vpon another, 


 Theheadhath onefofhion, and thefoot another, and the 


necke another, and the backe another, -and'fo the reſt of 
the members haue theirſeverall faſhions, whereby they are 
diſtinguiſhed one from another. The foot preſumes not to 
put onthe habit'of che head,or of thenecke,orofthehand, 
but is contented togoe inleather, whenir maybe, there is 
a chaine of gold abour the necke, and a pretious tone on 
the finger: Eachmember is contented to be apparelled and 
decked with fuch. ornaments and veſtures- as are moſt 
ſeemely for them: So ſhould it be amongſt vs, amongt all 
forts of people, in Church and Common. wealth, every 
one ſhould vſe that faſhion thatbelongs'to his place, and is 
fit foc him. It ts nor meet forthe «Arreficer to poe clad like 
the yeoman,'Or the yeoman like the G enlemangor the G entlee 
2:an asthe Nobleman; or the Novleman as the Prince, [t is. 


ndtfit for fox7e'togoe as myLady;for the ſervant to 290 4s 


the Miter;or Mis, For themeaner 8 lowerſort of people 
toattire themſelues asrhe higher:It is not meet for the foot 
to. patonthehdbirofthe head, ornecke, Leather is good 


-enough'for the foo: Neither is fit for the head co put-on the = 


habit'of the foot.Each member goes attiredafter his place: 
And (oſhouldevery perſon endeavourtogorafter his de. 


oe ahergand calling,to-keepe himſelfe in hisowne order, 
the higher in their order, 8 the lower in theirs Thus Grace 
- and Nature teacheth. Yun | 


That. 


' tnto theuſeof Grace, 


Fat wee ſhould not be forward to cenſure, 
or to indge other men, ... | 


Thus ſaith the Lord. /zdge nor. Tudge Ho mans before the Matr7.r, 


time,x COr.g, Who art tho that madgeſt another may? 
Jam.4.1 2», 


"We may learne this likewiſe by the orderof Nature. We | 


haue our eyes with eye-lidds toſhut them, when our eares 
are alwates open; Our earesfixed and our eyes moueable; 
To ſhew that our earesare toopen, to heare the-proofe of 
every tale; and vnmoued, to the end, that though they 
quickly heare, yet they ſhould not bee moued to cenſure 
quer haſtily, efridÞs. oi A oe ro on nt 


T hat God ts wn ,and knoweth-all things that 
wee doe ſpeaks; or think, 


L 


Lys: 


| Thus it is written by the Holy Propher , O- Lerd; alias Pſal.r; 'N $ 
haſt Searched mee, and \knowne me, thou knoweſt my downe. 3.3.4. 


jremng, and my vp-riſing: then vwderitandeſt my thoughts 
long 

fþrefſt out all my maies, There 14 not aword in my tongue but ' 
thow 0 Lord, knoweſt it altogether. * Y 


This wee may. learne to. acknowledge by the- light of | 


Nature, theearc heareth, and the eye (ecth, andthe: ſoule 
vnderſtandeth what is-done or ſpoken, and. this they doe, 
being ſo made of God: Now (tovie the words of the Pro- 


efore, T how art about my path, and about'my bed, and 


phet) he that plantedthe eare ſhall he-not heare? Hee that Plal,gay,g. 


formed the eye,/hall hee pot ſer? And be: that teacheth' man "9 « 


knowledge, ſhall not he know what & done2\andbow to puniſh: 
what us done amiſſe?. Nes the; Lordiknoweth thethoaghts: of 
men when they are but vaine;hu eyes are in everyplace, bee. 
. holding the evith, and thegood, Prov.x5,3+ eAll thmgs are 
open, and naked.vuto theeyes of himgwith whomwee hanere 
dee, Heb.4. Heſeeth in ſecret, Mat,6, v.6.- - 


H 2 That | 


PF 
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LI. That the wiſdome and power of Godin the making and 
framing of the body of man, ts wonder- 
"full and praiſe-worthy, 


Pſ4l,199,v.14 Thus faith the Holy Propher. [willpraiſe thee, for I am 
fearefully and wonderfully made , marnellous are thy worker: 
and that my ſoule knoweth right well, | 

 Andthis we may know likewiſe, ifwe confider the 
warkmanſhip of our owne bodies how (urionſly we were 

wrought in our mothers wombe,in the loweſt parts of the earth, 

V. 13 .15 - The body of wan rightly Confidered in the 

Compoſure thereof, is nolefſe-admirable,, then the whole 

world.For what is man, but alittle world(as he is called) 

Tertul de(arne that is, A repreſentation , or Map of the great world? The 
chiti. Jo heauens are repreſented in the brainezThe Sunne inthe'vn- 
por get derſtanding ; The ftarresin the ſenſes ſet round about; The 
_—_— " Elements in the humers;he rivers in the veynes ; the carth 
*.._ *-. mthe heart, placed inthe middeſt as aCenter;the Seain the 
lf \ Liver, from whence theliuely ſprings of bloud doe flow, 
Yea God the Gouernor of the whole world is repreſented 
in man; Euen'in his ſou/e,being Gods unage , as Zod ſaith, 

G.1.20,That is a ſpirit Iimmortall,inv1/ible,as God 1s: Having 

three eſpeciall faculties inoneNatureas God hath three Pere 

ſons in one Divine eſſence; being one in the body, as he 1s one 

1 Ephcl.4.), 24+ in the world ; Having wiſedome ,holinefſe , righteouſneſle, 

q andother graces , as God hath for the manner , though nor 

| for the meature;being of witty invention, found reſolution, 
high and divine contemplation,(wift motion,as God is; $o 

| ſwiftasſhee is able in a moment, to mount vp tothe hea- 
uens,to deſcend downe to hell , and to fly to the vttermoſt 
parts of the world . Sothat man may be truly ſaid ro be 
wonderfully made , yea the abridgment of all wonders -both 
| Inheauenandearth,being an Ep:rome both of God, and the 
worla,of Ged,in regard of his ſoule;of the worldjn the cons. 
Poſition Ot his body, = 2A 20% iy | 
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If we goe on farther tothe particular parts of our bo. 
dies, we muſt needs acknowledge with the holy Prophet, 
that we are fearefully,and wonderfully made , to the praiſe 
of God.To beginne with the eye: What an admwratle men. 
beris the eye? Whether we conſider the figure , the comli- 
neſle,the Gtuation,the motion , or the vſe thereof. And the 
eare , how admirable is that aiſo , with her windings,and 
turnings, for the better conveying of the lound ro the con:- 
mon ſenſe?For which purpoſe alſo is that moit artificial in- 
ſtrument, wirhin the paſſage ot ir,as a bell,by reperctiffion, 
to continue ir tothe Brarime : And more then this, it imay 
; polethe greatei? Philoſopher toconfider, how the divert - 
rie of ſounds at theme tim? reverberating , ſhould io ac-- 
curatly be diſtinguiſhed; as in a Conſort of Mulicke , to 
 hezreanddiſcerneeuery inſtrument , and alſo the harmony 
ariſing from them . | 
Farther , whocan ſufficiently expreſſe the ſingular wiſ- 
dome of Godin framing the Hand > There arerwo things, 
wherein we excell thebeafts, reaſon and the hand, for as 
for ſceing.hearing,ſmelling &c,ſome beaſts excell vs;But{be - 
fide reaſon , which is the principall difference) in the hand | 
we doe excell ali other bodily creatures.By our reaſon, and 
our hand, wegouerneall the creatures vpon earth . Herein, 
we are made more wonderfull then all thereſt. 
Vntotheſe if we adde rhe differences of conſtitutions, 
and countenances, how among the many Millions of men 
and women in the world,it is a}moſt impoſſible to fiad two 
faces, or temperamients inall things alike , we muſt needs 
confelſe , that the body of man is moZt wonderfully andfeare- 
fully made, q 
But eſpecially if welooke into the inward parts of our 
bodies,and confiderthe fiuation,the figure,the vieand the | 
reaſon thereof, The ſympathy betweene the braive and the Conſule,Plazon, |} 
heart and the league.as it were betweene the tomackeand Tin. 
the head,it cannot but rauiſh vs with admiration of the wiſ- 
dome, and power of God , ſuch istheadmirablecompoſure | 
| | H 3 thereof 


62 A tranflation of the Booke of Nature, 


Arif.De pare, Thereof,thateuen learned menſhaue written volumes there. 


animatlium , 
Galen de v(k 


of. Yea and confeſſed, that there are many /2crers in mans 
body,which the moſt (kilfull and. curious eAnatomiiFscane 


parti: Melanit rot find out, but are enely knowne to God, Fug? 


lib.de anina, 


Ma!.32., 


LI 


Plal.q5.v.3 


Pſal.18.1. 
Plſal.143.6, 
_ Þlal 119, tho 


Know thy felfe then O man, and ( if:thou haf not. for- 
merly ) ſeriouſly conſider of thy CMiraculoms body, that 
thou maieſt admire and praiſe the wiſdone and power of 
thy God. eAnwonwiſe man doth not conſider this, (faith Da-- 
vid) ard a foole doth not underitand it, Pſal,y2.6+ But Lord. 
how precious are thy thoughts unto me (faith he) how great 
4 the ſumme of them,Pſal.13g. that is, ag if hee had ſaid, 
Greatly haue | profited in vaderſtanding , in comfort, in 
piety, by thinking on the power, the wildome, and. the 
providence of God, in framing and preſeruing of my body. 
Now to make an end of this. doarine,: both of Grace and 
Nature, I ſay in the words of Chriſt, Goe and. doe thow 


like-w;ſe. 
' That God only ts moſt lonely, and lone-worthy, 


Thus Gith the word of :2uth, T how art fairer then the 
Chilaren of men. T he chiefeſt among ten thouſands, Cant. 5. 
10. hat it he among the clouds ( and therefore much lefle 
among the clads) that may bee compared unto the Lord ? 
Pfal.89.6, Verily [ hane none in Heaven but thee; aud there 
as none 1 Earth, that 1 dehire in compariſon of thee, ſaith the 
Prophet David,Pſal.73.25. / love thee dearely O: Lord my 
Goa,faith the ſame Prophet, my ſoule thrrſteth after thee, as 
a thisfly land, Ay ſale longeth for thy ſalvation! am ſicks 


of thy lone, ſaith the ,Hurch, Cant. 5.8, This is. our pait: 


likewafe: 't; | 

And wee may gatheralſoſome belpe out of tae Booke of 
Natareto be thus afteQed. By Natwre we loue, & praiſe, 
and defirethat which is goodjat leaſt which. 1s, good in ſhew 
3nd appearance, if not in:truth and ſubſtance, as ſometimes 
we likeof, aadcommend, .and defire: that which is "hs 
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and beautifull; ſometime that which is ſweet and plea- 

fant; ſometime him that 15 honourable; ſometime him that 

1s. wealthy; ſometimes him that 1s wiſe: ſometimes him that 

ts (trong; ſometimes him that is vertuous, And fo every 

thing according to his proper goodneſle; and ſo it isfic we 

{ſhould deeme of Godscreatures, according to that kind 

and meaſure of goodnefſe which they baue: Bur if we loue 

and like the creaturesſo well, in which there is but a ſmall 
degree or meaſure of goodneſſe: how much. more ſhould 
weeloue,and magnify the Creator,which is infinitely good, 
the chiefe ved the fumtaing of all goodnefſe,the Ocean, 
wherein the confluence & perfeQion of all goodnes meet? 

For what are the beauties, the ſweetnelle, the goodneſle, 

the glory,the pleaſures, the graces &c. that appeares ip the 

creatures, but even ſparkes of- that. mfnite perfeition and Splendor ſum- 
goodneſſe that 45 m God? The moſt excellent creatures that Milkus bon, 
are,are but asthe beames of his beauty.That glory or good-® _— uy Far 
nefle which isin any ofthem, is but a ſhadow in reſpe& (4,1. 
ofthat good which is in him, who isthe maker of thew. 14; jecirilla, 
The good and the glory that is in the creature is] ke it ſelfe, 

tinite, but theglory andthe good which is in God, is as he 

is himſelfe, 4»f;:te, he is all glorious, all good, ir him all 
fulneſſe dwells there is nothing louely, & defireable,which 

is not to be tound in him. If wee love life, he 16 life, erernal/ 

life, if wee loue healch, he is health; if we loue DEALS, hee - 

is beauty; if wee loue good cheere, he is the bread of rfe,and 

>ater of life; if wee loue good company, he is Good com- 

pany; if wee loue peace and quietneſle, hee is the . God of - 

peace; if wee loue a fine anda faire dwelling place,  Hea- 

ven # his throne;it wee loue honour and glory, hee.is the - 

King of glory; if wee loueriches and treaſures, , in him are 

hidcall treaſures; if wee defire 1Qy and pleaſure a ft his Pre- Plal16,vle, 
ſence 6 the fulneſſe of toy, andat hisright hand there are | 
pleaſures for evermore, There is nogood, no plealure, no 
contentment that can be defired, but is to befound in him, 
mabſolute perfegion. What ſhall wee doe then? Me 
| | 10uld ; 
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Coloſ3.2. fhould we doe? but raiſe our affeltions from things that are 
on earth, andſct them ontbings that ave aboue? On God 
who only 1s loue- worthy, in the higheſt degree. Hauin 
now ſeene the faire beauty ofthe Lord in ſome ſort , — 

Si d-(eris illam taſted how good, and gratious the Lord is, it were a moſt 
quiteſecit, & iniurious , and prepoſterous thing to paſſe by him who 
mas tile, Jue made vs, and to ſet our loue on thoſe things which he hath 
pogo made, this wereto goe awhoring from God, and to play the 

Ac þ Phone plus Adulterer with hiscreatures , this istoloue the gift more 

4:l;gerer accep. then the giuer: this 18 asif a new married wife ſhould loue 

tum annulum her wedding ting, more then her wedded husband, and 
quims ſponſum , ſhould ſay, now I have receiued my wedding ring, it is ſuf- 


et diceret(ufeit + | gs | 
mibi amply, ACiEntI carenot, I defirenot to ſee my husbands face any 


faciem illius vi- MOIE. I OT TRY 
dere non d:ide- But not ſo,O not ſo,yee ſonnies of men, doe nor delight 
ro Auguſtin 10- in the creature, more then in the Creator, doe not preferre 
frat, | the benefit before the benefaRor, the giſt before the giver, 
the ſhadow before the ſubſtance, Rather make you ladders 
of Gods (reatures,toclimbe vp toheauen,to raiſe your af- 
feions after God. Asthus, when yee ſee the honour, and 
glory of Princes , conſider and fay with yourſelues, how 
glorious is that God who gaue' theſe their glory? whoſe 
{ervants theſe are? When ye ſee the wealth and riches of 0- 
thers; the amiable & louely beauty of others, the wiſdome 
of fome men, the ſtength of others, the {weetneſle of ſome 
things, and the fairenefſe-of others,&c. and fo che ſeveral] 
excellencies that be in the creatures; Then conſider with 
your (elues and thinke how rich, how beautifull, how wiſe, 
how ſtrong, how ſweet, how faire that God is, who made 
all cheſe, ſorich, ſo beautifull, ſo wiſe, ſo ſtrong, lo ſweet, 
ſo faire: and ſo by this meanes bring thy ſelfe not to dote 
vpon the creatures, but to be in loue with God aboue--all 
things: to count all things but droſſe aud dung in compariſon 
Philip. 3.v.8. of. him, This is the Way, walke in K, 


That 


 #ntothewſeof Grace. 


That wee onght to heare only ſuch things 
as come from God, 


LIV 


Thus the Propher David. I will heare what God the PB ., 
Lordwill Speake. Thus God the Father by a voice from Mar,17.5. 


Heaven ſaith, 7h #s my beloued ſonne in whom I am well 
pleaſed, heare him. He bs hath eares to heare,let him heare 
what the fpirit ſaith, Revel-2, Let him heare the word of 
the Lord. 

This wee may learne out of the Booke of Nature. The 
Lord hath made oureares vpright roward Heauen, and 
why? Evento the end that they ſhould bee open to thoſe 
things which are of God, But many haue their eares like 
vnto the caresof thoſe doggs. which are cloſed aboue 
 butopen beneath; ſuch are worldlings, who haue an eare 
tothoſe things - which are of the earth; but not to thoſe 
whichare of God. Yea which is worſe , anopen eare to. 
ward Satan, but a cloſed eare toward God. But this is nei- 
ther of Grace, nor Natures teaching,and io no way com- 
mendable, no way immitable, 


That wee ſhowld be ſwift to heare and ſlow to ſpeake, 


LV 


' Thusit is written, Be ſwift to heare , andſlow to ſpeaks, lamarg. 


hearken, conſider, and incline thine eare, Plal.45. But keepe 
thy mouth ax it were with a bridle, as David did, Pſal. 39.2. 


-- This-dcarine likewiſe we are taught by the Booke of 


Natxre, for God hath ginen vnto man two eares, and one 


tongue, to teach vs that we ſhould be more ready to heare, 


then toſpeake . AndGod hath ſet theeares without on ei- 
ther ſideof the head, continually open: But the tongue he 
hath placed within the head, and guardedit with a dou- 
ble hedge,one'offleſh, another of bone, and therewithall 
hath bound it by a bridle to the breſt, by all theſe recom- 
mending vnto vs, a readinefſe ofhearing, and a moderation 


of ſpeech, I T hat 


| 

| | 
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That weſhould ioqne praftiſe and profeſſion together. 


 Thusfaith the Lord, Heare O Iſraell aud obſerne to doe 
it, that it may be well with thee, Bee dvers of the word and not 
hearers only, deceming your ſ elues hammer. 

This likewife God hath taught vs, as by his word, ſo by 
the worke of Nature, For as GY hath given vs eares, eycs 
and 2 tongue, ſo-he hath giuen vs hands, and placed theſe 
in the body not farre aſunder; to reach vs chat what wee 
heare with our cares, and profeſſe with our mouth; wee 
ſhould praQtiſe with our hands, yea God hath giuen» vs 
two hands tO one rongue, to. intimate vnto. vs, 'that wee 
ſhould be ge doers theri' talkers, greater praQucers 
thenpro It were a monſtrous thing to fe the 
mouth fv a a an bigger then his whole body; or'to 'fee a 
man with-a mouth. and eares, andno hands:- And verily'to 
ſee the moſt part of a mansliſe ſpent in cating and idle talk« 
ing with his mouth; rather: peak WEE $00g with iy 
harrds, is noteſſe vnſcemely.” 


FRY. 


That we can never haue 4 food het. as long « As wee hane A 


bad: tongue, and lead Ar evilllife, = 


Thusfaith the: Lord, Evary good tree” bringeth forth goo 
Fit but a Corrupt tree bringeth forth evill fruit, 4 aver x bo 
carmet bring forth evill frait;neither can a'corrupt tree bri 
forth good 5 Li Every tree ts hnowne by hus fruit, and fo is 
every Chriſtian by his words and works, for owe of the 4. 
bundance of the heart the mom ſp ouketh, yeaand the hand 
moueth. It cannot bee well with the oe when corrupe 
communication proceeds out ofthemouth , or when In 
evillconverſation.is led by vs. 
Even reaſon,and'the /rght of Nature is: ſuſeient'ts ks 
this apparent, For when the Leprofie breaketh out in the- 
face, it isnot anargument that the bloud_ is foule and' in. 


feQet 
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fete And when the ſmoake burſts forth at the doores.8: 
windowes, is it not a token that the houſe is full-of ſmoke 
within? So it isin the /fare of man, when filthinefſe breakes 
out intothe mouth, the eye, and hand, it isan vndoubted 
argument of ſuperabundant corruption in the hearts O - 
What afilthy heart hath he, who even by his breath infeRs 
ſuch as are neere to heare him. 


T hat wee ſhonld not abuſe Fo tongues to the diſhonour of T,NI1I!I 
- God by ſwearing, or tothe defammg of men by 
flandering,or any kinde of evill ſpeaking, 


Thus it is written, Keepethy tongue from evill, and thy Ne 
lipps that they ſpeake no guile. Be fore all things ſmeare not, ic x. 
neither by Heaven, neither by Earth, etither by any other 
eathe , but let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay, leaſt ye fall 
into condemnation, ſee you Speaks not evill one of another, 
Pat away ali filthy ſpeaking out of your month, Coloſ, 3.8. 

| Learne thislikewiſe out of the Booke of Nature, When 
the Pal/e or { onvelſion cauſerh the members ofthe body, 
to moue againſt the will ofhim that poſleſſeth them, as the 
face or mouth to writh about, it is counted a pittifull di- 
ſeaſe, and vnpleaſant tolooke ypon: So it is when the ſþ1. 
rituall Palfie,or convulfion of finnecauſeth them to moue 
againſt the will of him that made them, and the will of 
them that owe them: thisis an evil! diſeaſe, yea and a fore 
evill, ſuch an evill as tends to the ſecond death, howſoever 
many makelight of it, and re1oyce in it. Is it not an vn- 
pleating ſight roſee a mans mouth turned awrie ?-And che 
head drawne backward to the backe and ſhoulders? Such, 
and much more vnſeemely is hs griefe and infirmity, who 
rurnes his mouth from glorifying of God, and edifying his 
__ to the diſhonouring of God by ſwearing and 
curſed fpeakivg, & the ſlaundering of hisneighbour by e- 
vill ſpeakingz ſuch zones mouth is rurned awrie, his face 
Rands backward, Now if any ſwearing, lying, railing, and 

| I 2 reviling 


Iam, 4-1 I £ 
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reviling companion will not beleeue this, I ſay noe more, 
but what PhiGitians vſe to ſay to their patients in the ike 
kinde; That is, lec them behold themſeluesin a glaſſe, I 
meane the glaſſe of Gods word . And then 1 doubt nor, 
but they will quickly diſcerne their wrie mouth,and ouer- 
thwart face,and lhope have the graceand ſtrength toturne 
them aright. Sh 
And verily if we goe no farther then the Booke of Nature, 
we may learne ſotoreMiyour _— as wee be not dou- 
ble tongued,or difſemblers in ourſpeech. For Godhath gi 
ven man but one tongue,to teach him not to be bilngnis,, 
or double tongued. And he. hath ſeated the Lungs, the 
beliowes of the voice, very neere the heart, to teach vs,that 
our ſpeech ſhould bee the interpreter of ouc hearts; and 
that wee ſhould not thinke one thing and ſpeake another. 


LaX: T hat we ſhould wot open oflr eyes to every obiett, 


Thusitis written, Let thine eyes looke right on, and let 
+ 17p=ong 0H thineeye-lidds hooks fraight before thee. Tobi away thine 
eyes from beholding vanity make a covenant with thine eyes, 
Iob.z1. Setthe Lord alwaies before thine eyes, Plal.16.8. 
Shut them from ſeeing evil, Eſa.33.15, 
Andthis-Natureteacheth vs.God in Nature hath provi. 
dedi covering for the eye, which with a marvelous volubi- 
lity openeth aadcloſeth ar the pleaſure of man;wherein the 
Eord', who hath done all his workes in. great wiſedome, 
hath-warned vs,that-it is expedient ſometimes that the eye 
Zt quiexteriori be cloſed, and not holden open to euery obie& . When the 
negligenter vii- eye lies pen to every obieR, there is great dangerin it, 
"ur oculo, mite for oftentimes.it comes to paſſe,by a moſt juſt recompence, 
inde + elo that he whonegligenth ſeth the exterior eye, ſhould init be 
2907, Moya), Olinded in theinterior,So was Sichem looking with 
Gregor, Moral, ©* paring win Wande= 
bb.21, ring eyes after Dinah, and Danidlookingafter Bathſheba, 
and Achanlooking after the medge of gold, and Exe look= 
ing after the forbidden fruit: All of theſe. were enſnared = 


for. 
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for looking negligently with their eyes,and ſuffering them 
to wander. And no marvell , for if a man having his houle, 
hardly beſet with ſtrong enemies , doth ſet open the win- 
dowes and doores vnto them to enterin, is it any great 
wonder,ifhe be ſurpriſed, and taken , and robbed of his 
o00ds, when as he betraies himſelfe into their hands? And 
ſuch is our caſe, Satan the great and ſtrong enimy of man- 
Kind, laies continuall fege to the ( a/tle of owr ſonles, with 
all his forcesand policies,ſometimesby inward ſuggeſtions, 
| but mofi commonly by outward incurhons vpon the 
doores and windowes of our ſoules,the ſenſes; and eſpeci- 
ally the eyes and eares, preſenting vnwarrantable obieas 
therevato. Andnow if wee ſet wide open theſe doores,and 
windowes of our ſoules, the ſenſes, and namely the eyes, 
how ſhall wee thinke to eſcape ſurpriſall, and enſnaring . by 
the Divell? Wee cannot, Exe in her innocency could not 
doe it, muchlefſe can we doe it. And therefore looke to the 
doores and windowes of thy ſoule, locke them , barre 
them, bolt them faſt, chat the Divell enter not that way. 
Make v(e of that which God in Nature hath provided, and 
cloſe thine eyes: or at leaſt turne them away from behold- 
ing vanity,& feed them with warrantable obie&s,as 1God, 
2 his word, z thecreatures, 4 thy brethren, 5 thy ſelfe, Ler 
thine eyes delight in the waies ofthe Lord, Prov. 23.26. 


That we ſhould bee very carefull to keepe, and preſeruc 
onr ſpiritual fight, the eye of faith from. 
any hurt or. blemiſh.. 


1, Anguſt- 


Tayloy expoſit... 
in tempt Chriſts - 
p 0 23 4, ! 


LX: 


Thus it is written. (ontend earneſtly for the faith. Rebukg 11g ys, 


them ſharply that they may be ſoundinthe fanh,, Tit -1. 13. 
Stand fait in the faith x1 .Cor.16.13.Keepe as thine heart ,ſe 


thine eze of faith}, ſuper omnem.Cuſtodiam , with all dili-. 


gence, as Solomon exhorts Prou.4.23. 
Learne this likewiſe from the Booke of Natwre:. If the 


eze be once offended with' the ſmalleſt mote, we delay nat 
: I:3, | cQ-; 
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ro remedie it, but doe implore the helpe offucti as are nee- 

reſt vsto take it out. Now finceby Nature we are fo care- 

full ro keepe the eye,by which we ſee the Sunme, how care- 

full ſhould we be, ro cenſerue the eye, by which we fee him, 

who made rhe ſunne? Efpecialy ſeeing af it be hurt we can- 
Non ſolum a- not (ee him therewith, For,«s the eye of the body, if it be hurt 
vertit ſea luce, and wounded, doth not oxely Furne away from beholding the 
fed etiam pe Itght,but the light alſowhich otherwiſe vs delightful becomes 


nals ili fit lax: © - | $9 the f 2h; TEIN | 
010 us pe ax: 2ainefutl to ut:S0 the eye of theſoule being hurt and troubled, 
= pk _ _ turnes it ſel/c away fromthe light of righreonfurſſe , neither 
& ſanciat ns a- dareit qneruher can it behold it«As therefore we arecender of 
vertitſe &is the eye of the beay:ſo, & much more let vs be tender ofthe 
ryhr yard eye of the ſoule,eſchewing Carefully the cull chat may hurt 
py yoar nec G5 and eſteeming much ofthe goodthatmay preſetue it, 
valet. Theeuill that may hurt it, iseitherthemnrcke of che world, 
or our owne groſſeand cernall offett ions. For asthe bodily 
fight is two manners of wayes offended ; either by exterior 
duFt caſt into it ; or by interior humoxrs ſtopping the Op - 
ticke nerues within: SO the fpiritnall far 1s alſo two waies 
offended, that is,cither by Sathans caſting into our eyes the 
dongue of the world therewith to blind vs;orelfe by our own 
grofle and carnall afte&tions, ſtopping rhe condaits of our 
fehr,that we cannot ſee the Lord: Sorhat if we will efchew 
the evill that may hurt it, we muſt eſchew both the one and 
the other. 
And againe if we will eſteeme of the good which may 
helpe and preſere onr ſpiritnall ſight then we muſt eſteere 
of the light of Gods word , of hawng ſome conformity with 
God in bolineſſe, And we mult giue diligence that our hearts 
be ſtabliſhedby attention,and confideration. © | 
Firſt we muſt eſteeme of the /ighr of Gods word, For as 
the eye cannot ſee without the light of the ſunne : no-more 
cannot we ſee the Lord by the eye of faith , withour the 
light of Gods word. | wh 
Neither can wee ſee him without ſome conformity with 
him in holinefſe : for as no member in the body can per- 
ceaue 


cexuethe light ofthe ſunne bur the Fye, by reaſon-of a fimi- 
_ which is betweene them: ſo canno man (ce the Lord 
t in ſome meaſure hee bee bke hin in pureneſſe and 
holineſſe,CIfar 5-8. Heb.12.14. 
Andlaftlyhe muſt haue a heart fablifhedby attention & 
confideration that will ſte the Lord; For as a ambling and 
a rowing eye ferth not thoſe things which are before it: o 
a waadring minde not Rtabliſhed by conſideration and Ws 
vine contemplation cannot ſee the Lord: 


That w4/bolkl ebony idlemſſe ; autos every one EY 
| 1 « lawful calling, endeanouring ts doe the 
beſt ey weranwith the gifts » _ 
© Godharh Ted hes 


"Thasit ie wiſthrt Bent nb btly Band and Rom 12,V.II, 


inoyard; Let ewes Mat.20.6, 


gee alt the aay ite? Gor and labony mithe wi 


r7 one abit; inthe calling erviir Del eoke my 
mankbarh receand the; Vina fo Ter korn" Iniftev © Maude 
IC] ray: "Let hins a OC! et therews DH V'romb fairhy Chrife 


Luk. 19, | 
-Andas FIR in his word, {ſo Gofincatice hath warned 
v5 hereok God haththade ng deador' itfle/rnember' in the 
hay all body; bur tyery one atine;; ant Joinginhisplace 
Kinds. The fitad'and the reſtof the tupetfor and more 
honourable parts,theſe ate made to bee; ſerviceable one to 
another, and for the good of the whole;as well/as the feet & 

rhe'teſt of the diferichir 


the feet walke; All the membersare ſticring and 1n ation. 


One for another,and forthe good of the whole, This is to. 
teach vs to employ our ſelues.in. ſome lawfull calling.either 
in the Church, Common: wealth, or family , wherein wee 
MAY, 


Into the vſe of Grace. | -- 8 


r tnembers';'yeq and they doe ſervice 
as muck;jfnot inore thei theinferioar membaHs theres no. 
member id: The hex Witaheth and! Tookerhy ont for rhe 
ſafety and welfare of the inferiour members, the Eare hears. 
kens,the Tongue ſpeakes,the Noſe fmels,the Hard. workes, 


a6 <-0_ 4 hw. die Go ap =o. 
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may doe good, and not to ſpend our time , and the talents 
which God hath giuen vs,idly, wantonly , vpon our luſts, 
TX after the evill example of the worlde, or yer to hidethem 
| ſo,as to doe no good with them, 

They that haue receaued life,and health,and liberty,and 
maintenatice,and knowledge, and power, & ability to doe 
good,and doe it not,ſuchrarenot worthy tobe called living 
men or women, but rather Idols or images of men or wa= 
aha 5 5.v, 5, Men: in that they hae eares and heare not , ejes andſee not, 
fi 6G; *'  motthes andſpeake not, noſes and ſmell not, hands and handle 
not, feet and walke not in the waiesof the Lord, Liuing bo- 

dies are mouing and ſtirring bodies, and haue the begin- 

ning of motion in themſelues , they moue and ftirre in all 

their parts and faculties; & ſoit is-withY the parts and mem. 

bers of the myſticall body ofChriſt,the Church. they be all 

| liuing,and moving,and ſirring in good motionsand god- 
Rom.1z.1. ly acians, Yea and they moue rot of confFraint but 7 area- 
| dy minde,1,Pet.5.2. Sothengt you will hearken and learne. 
| eitheraf Grace Of NaturezBer nor ſdathfullin the buſine(ſy of 
| the Lord: lead nor an.idleand vnprafitablelife , making an, 
B ill vfe;or no vſe ofthe gifts and talents which God hath gi. 
E:. ven you, but impley yourſclues in ſome lawfullcalling , & 
F doe good with your talents while. you haue time,. Brefts 
= not often drawne, will ſoone dry vp.: and, ſo gifts not well 
v{ed, will ſoqne abate and cauſe the Lord toleaue vs, and to 
bereaue vsof his gifts and graces.But if a member be putri- 
fied and quite dead, we vieto cut it off: And ſo will the Lord 
deale at laſt with all, vnprofitable ſervants, who make an ill 
vie,orno good vſe of the gifts which God bath giuethem, 
He will cut;he will caſt them off into vtrer darkneſſe, when 
the profitable and faithfull ones ſhall enter into their Ma- 
Rers 1Oy,Mat.25- 30,21» 


WE: c\ 


into the wſe of Grace, 72 


T hat the greater our zcale,paines aud travell hath beene,ts, 
or ſhall be in Gods cauſe, the greater ſhallbe 
the warght of our glory. 


"Thus ic is written. God will reward every man according 
to his workes. As a man ſoweth ſoſhall he reap hee that ſow - 
eth liberally ſhall reape liberally, The twelue « Apoitles (hall 
haue twe/ae cſpeciall thrones at the day of jiudgement, and 
whereas otherwiſe men ſhall ſhine, but with the brightneſle 
of the Firmament, they that turne others from their wicked 
waies vnto righteauſneſſe ſhall ſhme as the ſtarres in the Fir- 
wament,Dan.12.3* PEP; | 
 Itishere ſomewhat as it is in Nature, In Nature the 
fleepe of him that hath paſſed the day more eaſily, is feet, 
but the ſleepe of the labouring man is (weet indeed; So al- 
ſo though the ſleepe in Abrahams boſome be ſweete, even 
_ toſuchas haueliuved a more quiet and eafie life here, yet e- 
ven there alſo, the ſleepe of the /abowrer will bee ſpecially 
{weet, The greater our toile and-trialls haue beene, the 
more we baue [weat and ſuffered here for Chriſt, the {wee- 
ter ſhall weefinde that reſt and repoſe in heauen: And this 
not becauſe of our merit, but becauſe God is mercifull, So 
faith the Prophet, Thou Lord art merciful, for thou r eward- 
efF every man according to hu worke, Pſal,62.12. SOthen, 
inas much as the more grace wee ſhew here, the more gio- 
ry wee ſhall finde hereafter, | ſay with the Apoſtle , <ALy 


beloned brethren, be fledfaſt, unmoneable, alwaies abound- 


ing inthe worke of the Lord , far as much as you kyow that 
your labonur ts nat in vaine inthe Lord, | 


That weeſhould not be diſheartned from domg the 
anties of our calling becauſe wee cannot _—_ 


that good which wee deſire, 


Thus faith the word of Crace, Be net weary of well doing. 
K ſtand 
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Pſal.62, 128 
Gahl,6.7. 
2.Co1.9.6. 
Mar. 19. v, 28, 


1.Cor,t5.y.5; 
3, 


Gal.6.9, 
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3. Theſ.3.15. Hand faſt in the faith, and play the men, be ſtrong x Cor. 16. 

2Chron.15.V. 1 >, Take courage to you and perſevereto the end. Thus 
r Saint Paul, who ſhall ſeparate mee fromthe lone of God in 
(brifRShall tribulation,or diftreſſe,or perſeoution,or famine, 
or nakedneſſe, or perill or ſword? No, Neither death, nor life, 

20Y Angells, nor principalities, or powers ,nor things preſent, | 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea- 
| ture, ſhall be able to ſeparate vs from the loue of God which 
þ i in Chriſt Teſte our Lord,Rom.8.35.:6.:7.38. And what 
he there profeſſed, hee afterward performed according to 
| that, / hae fought the good fight, 1 hawe finiſhed my conrſe, 

2 Tim*4.7.8. And this'1s our duty likewiſe. | 
 Andthis wee may learne from the courſe of Nature.The 
Phyſitran omits no-point of his art, though the recouery of 

| lis Patient ſeemedeſperate: And fo, though wee preach 
to many deſperate and — hearers, yet wee muſt not 
glue over, but giue the more diligence. The Phi/irian hath 
his fee, whether he recouer his patient or not: And fo whe- 
therour hearers'profitby vs or no, weeſhall have our fee. 
Whether our preaching be the ſavour of life unto life, or of 
death wnto death unto them, wee area ſweet ſavour vnte 
| God in them,2 Cor 2.v.15, Our worke t with the Lord, 
19.44 4 andthe Lord of his mercy will reward it, P/al. 
66.vl;, Though our labour be fometime in vaine with men, \ | 
2,Cor.1s,vir, i'yet it is never in-va'ne in the Lord, wee ſhall nor looſe our 
1abour with him, though fomecime wee looſe it 'with men, 
| The Lord will reward every man according to his workg faith 
[ the Propher;Not according tothe fruit and ſuccefſe of his 
worke, butaccording tohis worke; if the ſucceſſe faile, 
man ſhall not faile ot his reward, for the fuccefſe of our 
worke is not ours, bur Gods worke. Our worke is to doe 
the will of him that {ent vs, to performethe duties of our 
callings wherein hee hath placed vs ; but togiue good ſuc- 
ceſſe ro our workes, that is Gods worke, not ours; When 
Paul hath planted, and eApello watered, it 1s God that muſt 
ginethe increaſe, SO thenlet no man bee diſcouraged or 
: diſheartned 
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' diſheartnedfrom a diligent and conſtant performing of the 


Intothewſe of Grace. 75 


duties of his calling, thongh he ſee little , or no good ſuc» 
ceſſe thereof, Lets doe our worke , that which belongs 
to vs, with an honeſt and good heart, and let Gad alone 
with his worke, the ſucceſle thereof. Whatſoever. the ſuc- 
ceſſe is on earth, ſmall or great, afſuredly the reward is 
great in Heauen, if wee performe the duty required,with a 
perfe& heart,and a willing minde.Nay the leſle the ſucceſle, 
the greater ſhall be the reward, fo thou be patient; for 
now vntothy a&iue obedience in well doing, thou addeſt 
paſſive, in patient ſuffering; and double obedience, muſt 
needs haue more then a ſingle reward, 


That we ſhould nat goe beyond onr gifts, LXIIIL 


 Thusitis written. Let no man thinks of himſelfe more Rom. 121,34 
highly then he onght to thinke , but thinks ſoberly accoiding 
4s God hath dealt to every man the meaſure of fanth. Profeſſe 
wot the knowledge which thou haſt net ſaith the wikman, 
Ecclefi.2.25. And this was obſcrued by Daxid, according 
to that ſaying of his, / doe not exerciſe my ſelfe m great mat - Plal,1z1,v.z. 
ters, which are too high for me,but 1 refraine my ſeife. This is 3» 
our partlikewile, 

Andrhigthe Booke of Natarewill teach vs. The mem» 
bers of the body as long asthey be ſound and whole , doe 
not exceed theirdue proportion : if any of the limbs doe 
{well.and waxe over big , 1t is not beautifull or comely,it is 
no kgne of health in the body, but rather of a droplie, or of 
ſome. diſeaſe : So it is in the Myſticall body of Chriſt the 
Church : They that be ſound members thereof thinke and 
ſpeake ſoberly,, according tothe meaſure dealt vato them, 
and containe themſelues within their bounds , Diſcourſing 
modeſtly, of God and his Myſteries, and in ſome things be. 
ing coatent to be ignorant,thinking others to be as learned 
asthemſelues . But they that be weake , and are of an vn- 
ſound mind, they moſt commoaly ſwell, and their tongue 

K 2 is 


1.Tim,1,6 7. 


Pro,25.v.i6, 


2.Cor.12.V.2. 


Rom,1 141.33 
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1;too bigge for their mouth; they are full of vaine ianglryg; 
keachers they would faine be, though they vnderſtand ne1- 
ther what they ſay , nor whereof they affirme . But if wee 
will ſhew our ſelues to be ſound members , and ofa ſound 
minde.let vs conſider our proportion of gifts receaued,and 
hold our (clues there. If a'man eate of whollome meate mo- 
derately , and according tothe proportion of his naturall 
heate , it turnestogood nutriment, but if he over. charge 
his Romacke, & the naturall heate be notable to concoR ir, 
it turnesto putrifation : ſoit is withthem which greedily 
ſearch into matters aboue their gifis.Or as a burden beyond 
the proportion of our ſtrength oppreſleth the body : ſoa 
ſearching into poines, beyond the proportion of our gift ts 
conceaue , overwhelmeth the vnderſtanding : it doth not 
better our knowledge, but decay it. Asthen So/omen aid 

of hony,eate not too much hony: (01 fay, be not roo immo- 

derate 1n prying into the hidden things of God, though 
they be ſweet and comfortable in themſelues ; wade not a= 
boue thy height. Every man cannot fathom or ſound ttiar 
depth of predeſtination, yea, Ithinke no mancan ſound 
out the true depth of it: $. Paul who was rapt vp into the 
third heauen, and ſaw a great deale more then any man 

now ſees, yet could not fully ſee it, and finde it out by his 
owne confeſſion, much lefle can any of vs . Neither bath e- 
very man a gift to vaderſtand the doArine.of Church go- 
vernment,and to iudge of controverſies: 1 fay then againe, 
let every one examine the meaſure-of Gods gifts beſtowed 

en him, and ſo apply himſelfe: As in reading and ſtudying 

the Scriptures , As, and ftudie ſuch things ſpecially which 

God hath enabled thee to conceaue and vndertand,If thou 


- meet with difficult and hard things , paſſing thy capacity, 


tire not thy ſclfe about them, let them alone: Beleeve that ro 
be true which is written, though thy gift will'not ſeruethee 
to ſeethe reaſon of it . Ifany mans ability and gifts will 
ferue him to travell in the controvetted points of predelti- 
nation, freewill, Church-governments, &c. he may-but fit 
| i; : let 


into thevſeof'G race, +» + >... 

let him not forget to rhinke ſoberly , actording to the meaſure 
dealt vnto him. | | | 

A man that goes tothe brooke for water , can bring no 
more then his Pitcher will hold: Now conſider thy Pitcher, 
leſt whilſt thou 'goeſt about to'vnderftand aboue thy gutt, 
thou bring to paſſe(vt minimum intelligendo nibil imelligas) 
that thou proue thy ſelfe a very dolt. 


That Parents ſhould accommodate" their Children LXV 
\ - $0. 4 fitiCalling, A TTSITIne Wo 


Thus. Adam our firſt Father , he placed his ſonnes. (4ine Gen,q,y 2, 

and Abel in alawfuil calling, aad he fitted rheir callings to 

their inclinations, andthe nacurall gifts of body and,mind, 

which they had being children, making.the ane; «kgeper.of 
Jheepe,to wit, Abelzand the Other 4 tiller of the gravud, even 

({ atne, This care of making choice of fit callings for their 

children, bothin reſpeR of inclination ,.and.natyrall gifts, 

belongs vntoall good Parents, -. Voie nies og ages 
__ This Narwres light will make plaine, Whep.the mem- 

bers of the body are out of their proper. places, what readi- 

neſſe isin them to doe any worke or ſervice ? ſurely none. 

And verily, when a manis out ef his proper calling in any 

ſociety, it is, asifa memiver were out of ioyat inthe body, 

there 1$no pleaſure:inityt is no kindaeſſe, but a great wrung 

to children, and the ſociety of men ,. to beſo diſlocated or 

put outof ioyat ;' To make thy ſonne a Tradeſman,if he be 

moſtfir forlearning ; or contrariwiſe to apply him to leare 

ning when. he is fitreſt, for a Trade; or tq ſend hiw.to the 

Court, when þe is fitreſi for the Cart; thisis as mych.q3 If a 

man ſhould apply his toes to feeling, and.not his fingers,and 

ſhould walke on hishands, and got on his feate, which 1s _ 
neuerlike te:doe well, It was a memorable fac of that fa- pg your 
. mous Biſhop of Lincalne, Robere GroSed, who, deing,yP91 jig of arch. 
a timeſolicited to pieterre his poore kinſman, andtierevp- bithop white 
6a inquiring what condition of lite he foliowed,and vader. gife,p.85, 

i | K3 ſtanding 
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ſtanding that be wasa Husbandman, Why then ( anſwered 
he )if his plow be broken , I will repaire it ; or rather then 
faile beſtow a new vpon him, whereby he may goe on his 
courſe: but to dignifie him , as to make him forfake higcal- 
ling ,-and trade wherein he was brought vp, I meane not 


to BENE | 
INVI That ignorance ts the canſe of ſinne, and alſo of 
LT 2 +» Woik fearful deftruttion, 
Thus it is written. The people haxe exred in their hearts, 


Plal.9s, forthey hane not kyowne my waies, Tee erre not gence the 


Scriptrres, Hy people are deſtroy od for lacke of ks ge, 


Mat,23.v, 29, Hof.4,6. IIy } 
This the Booke of Nature will-teach vs to:acknowledg, 
A body at ſtitnte of eyes- cannot diſcernethe- day from the 
night, a friend froma foe, nor the pit from the: plaine: No 
more can a darkned mind diſcerne rhe manifold ſnares of 
| Sathan; but as our Saviour faith , where the blind leadithe 
blind, both of them mus at length"fall mnto the: ditch :'S© 
where q blinded mind isthe $ireQor* ofa cortupred will, 
what can the end be but fearfull deftruion? Wherefore [ 
ſay with the Apoſtle, Be mot omwiſe but. vnderſtand what 
the will of the Lords, Bpheſ.q.17. iſdome t« the Prin- 
Cipall thing therefore (get Wiſdome, and\ with all thy-pet- 
ting, get vnderitanding. A'man' without vnderſtanding 
and knowledge of the word'of God, is as a man without 
eyes, in continuall danger to be miſled: Yea he is in worſe 
caſe, and in greater Uanger, then hethat wants his naturall 
fght: for a man may want his natural{fght, and yet come 
vato Chriſt, as blind Bartimew did. Burifhe want the ſpi- 


Mart.15.14. 


Prou.4 37. 


Mar.10.46, 


47» _rituali fight, (whichisthe knowledge of Gods truth) hee 
cannot come vnto Chriſt, hecannot know the way as 7 h0- 
mas the Apoitte aill.' They that come vnto hims t0/bt ſaued, 
mult firſt come to the knowledge of the truth jas S© Paul ſaith . 
Gregor in paſt- Qni ea que ſunt Dommi neſciunt, a Dommoneſcinntur,They 
eras hb.1.C.1. that know not che things of the Lord,ſhall not be —_—_ 
£ | - 0 


ob, I4.V 5. | 
1.Tim,24 . 
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of the Lord, The Lordfhall appeare tn flaming fire torender 
vengeance vnto all them that know him not, and that obey 
wot his Goſpell, 2 Theſ.5. 7.8.9. Giue diligence then to 
know the God of thy Father, and to ſerue. him with a perfett 
heart, and a willing mind, as holy David guues counſell, 
1 Chron.2$.9, OS _ 


That wee ſhould bee very carefull that we doe not wittingly LYVII 
aud willingly offend againſt the checks of conſcience, 
avd the cleere lightof Goas word: 


Thus ſaith the Word of Truth. /f « man will twrne away yu 
fromthe Lord /bis God, and goe on wilfully and ſerne ſinne, 1g, 
bleſſmg himſelfe inhis heart, and ſaying. 1 ſhall bane peace, 
thongh 1 walte-inthe imagination 'of mine heart, to adde 
drunkeneſſe to thirſt, The Lord will not ſpare him, but the an. 
: gerofthe Lord, and hu iealonfie ſhall ſmoake againſt that 
man, and.allthe curſes that are written in the booke of the 
Law, ſhall lye upon him, andthe Lord fhaillblot out his name 
om onder Heaven,, The Lord will wot be mercifull- unto 
himthat offendeth of malicious wickedneſſe, 1ſwee ſinne wil. 
fully after that wee hane receined the knowledge of the truth, 
thereremaineth no.more ſacrifice for ſnme , but a certaine 
fearfull looking for of indy ement ,and fiery indignation which 
ſhall devowre the atlverſaries. Remember then that you 
harden not your hearts againſt the'voicc ofthe Lord, as in 
the provocation. | | 
The very light of Natwre will ſhew the danger of chis to | 
be great.For whe the patient loaths his food,quarrels with = 
tis pbifitian , is angry with his friends;, chafes with him= 
ſelfe,In reaſon you will fay,he is in an ilicaſe. And ſuch is 
rhe Condition of a froward,and malitious finner,that will 
hearken to no good eounl(e!l but ſcorne & rezeR it , He is 
in 2 deſperate caſe: When the 9% irafcibelss which ſhould 
be as a dogge at the doore of the ſfouleto keepe away the 
theefe, ſhall waxe madand bite his maſter, or his friend G, 
and 


Pſal.29 v.s. 
Heb, 1026.37, 


Ixvil 


Rom,7,1., 
Plal.,130.v,4. 


Tit.2,12 , 


Eccleſ,13.v, 'B layes,ſo it iS written '9 Remember thy Creator in the 97. of 
Ee 


Prou.27.V.1, 
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and even fnarle at God, at his ſervants,and-his ſacred truth. 
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Thus it is written. Shall we continue in ſiune becauſe prace 


in finne,b»r to denie all ngodlineſſe ,and worldly lufts, and to 
lime ſoberly ', righteonſly, avd godly in this preſent 
world as Saint Pawl {aith . Yea-and to doe this without de- 


thy yomth;before the evill dayes\come. Boaſt not thy ſel 


of ta 


P lal11g, v.99 morrow, for thon knoweit not what a day will bring forth ,F 


Rom.6,v.23s 


made haſt and prolonged not the time tokeepe Gods righteous 
iudgments ſaith Dawid. And this is our part likewiſe , | 
Nature will teach vs better wiſdome., then to Preſume 
to commit'the leaſt finne , becauſe Gad.is.is mercifull, or 
that Chriſt died forfinners. For if a man ſhould breake his 
owne head, becauſe he hath a p/aſter , or iurfer becauſe he 
hath a Phſtran , or take ſome deadly poylon becauſe he 
hath good CMihridate; Would any man commend his 
wiſdome? Would not'euery one condemnehim of groſſe 
fooliſhneſſe? And now ſuch a one is he , who wounds, or 
poyſons his ſoule and conſcience with finne , becauie of 
Gods mercie.Foreuery finne isa wound tothe ſoule,& e- 
very finfull motion is a:poylon to it , yeaand a deadly poy- 
ſon,For the wages of fin5 death.If you be wiſe then,doe not 
take the deadly poyſon of finne-into your miads,though e. 
ver (olittle, in hope ef the Af4rbridate of Chrilts paſhon 
4 


fg 
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to heale it. You will not willingly wound your ſclues , that 
you may goe tothe Chirwrgian: And noe more doe you 
finne in your youth, that. you may ſue for pardon in your 
old age-Gods mercie,and Chriſts merit,is a foveraigne ſalue 
for all ſores , of finne , but it is effeRuall ro thoſe that feare 


him,throughont all generations, asthe ſcripture faith, Luk. Luk.2.50, 
I S) of | 


That wee mu#t take ſpeciall heed of recidiuation, or falling T1 ,$1% 
meto the ſame ſinne againe, after wee hage once re- 


pentedthereof and forſaken it, 


Fe Thus faith the Lord. If, any 1141 draw backe p my ſounle Heb,ro,v, 38, 
ſhall haue nopleaſure in him. He that puteth his hand to the 
plough(that'is to the profeſſion and praQtiſe of Chriſtianity) 
and looketh backe, is not fit for the Kingdome of Heaven, Luk.g,6:, 
faith Chriſt, The Lord will tread downe revolters vnder his Plal18.22 , 
feete, as clay inthe Streets, ſaith David, Tf after they hane 
eſcaped the pollutions of the world, through the knowledge of 3,Þet,2,v.20, 
the Lord, and Saviour Teſus (, brift,they are againe intan«,, 
gled therein, and overcoine, thelatter end is worſe wth them 
then the beginning, ſaith Saint Peter. Be not then of them, 
who draw backe vnto perd:tion, but of them that beleene to 
the ſaving of the ſoule,Heb.g.39. YEE | 

Learne of Natwre, when thou haſt faſted for thy finnes, Eccleſ.z4,v. 
not tocommit them againe , not. torunne in the ſame ex- 36: 
ceſſe of riot: if one hauing recouered his health, fall againe 
into the relapſe of his former diſeaſe, whether it be of an 
ague, or ſome other Frong diſeaſe, hte is in more danger 
then he was before; his recouery 1s a great deale the harder, 
andhis life in danger: So it is witha man, who afterrepen- 
tance for ſome grievous ſinne falls into the ſame againe, 
his fickneſſe of finne 1s a great deale the more dangerous, 
and his recovery much more vnlikely. The bone often bro- 
ke will hardly be (et. The tree ofttran(.planted will ſcarcely 
proſper: andao more will he that is often moued from his 


+ | owne 
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owne ſtedfaſtnefſe. Saint Par! ſaith that the /attey end of 

ſwch, worſe then the begining, 2. Pet. 2.20, looke there- 
- fore to your ſtanding; and take heede leaft ye fall. Art thou 

made whole? Sinne no more leaſt a worſe thing fall unto thee, 


loh.5.14. 
LXX That we ſhould not indge of them as Reprobates z or (aft. 
awaies, wino hawng profeſſed Chriſt & hu religion, 
afterward fall therefrom in time of perſecution, 
or ſome ſtrong temptation, | 
TERIY Thus (aith the Lord. 7 udge not, Tudge no man before the 
1Cor.4.s, time. ludgenot the Fewes thar fell, for they bide not till in 


onbeleefe, ſhall be grafted 'm: for God ic able to graft them 
Rom, 1. Y.23. 5 agarne, asthe Apoſtieſanh, Rom.r1.9.23% 

And wee haue fome ſhew for this our of the Booke of 

Nature, A man may recouer his health after a relapſe into 

. ſome ſtrong diſeaſe, (© many haue recoueredafter a relapſe 

intoairague, or ſome other diſcaſe. Wee readof ſome thar 


Mat 9 20. revouered' after twelwe yeares fickneſſe; as the woman with 
Luk.13.11. thebloudy iffuc: of other' thar recouered after” eighreene 
loh5, )o yeares iofirmity: and of other thar reconered after eight and 
thirty yearesficknefſe: and ſome of forty yeares, AR. 4. 22. 

Yea wee read of ſome that got vp, after they were ficke, 
PPE and dead, and buried, andſunke in the graue, as [arm 
og 4, ! * danghter, the Waowes fonne, and Laz ar15:The onenews 
loh,11, 44. ly dead, che other dead and wound vp, and lying'vpon the 


hearſe, andthethird, dead, buried, and ttinking in the 
graue, and'yet all recouered, got vp, and well, by the help 
of that good, and Soveraigne Phifitian Chriſt Iefus. 
Andio'may a man or woman'recouer theirſoules health, 
after along & tediousſickneflein (inne, yea after a relapſe - 
a.Chron.33. 3+ intO finne, Ianaſſes recouered, and was received to mer- 
cy, after he fell to idolatry and * witchcraft, So was Solo. 
701 after his falling'away, witneſſe his penning of ſome 
parts of holy Srripeure, as the Proverbs, Etelefaites rhe 
3-1 | Song 
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Song of Songs, but eſpecially Eccleſraſtes, the booke of his 
repentance. Ando againe Petey after hee had denyed his 
Maſter Chriſt, of knowledge, againſt his owne conſcience, 
and that with curſing and banning, yer he recouered, and 
came tO repencance afterwards, and obtained mercy, as ap- 
peares by that ſaying of Chriſt vnto him. / haze prayed 
for thee, that thy faith faile not, therefore whenthou art con« 
verted, frengthen thy brethren, Luk. 22.3 2. 
And why ſhould we iudge of any man as a reprobate,or 
caltaway, though he be ingreat fault, 8 doe liue in (inne? 
What hae 1 to indge them that are without, (aith S* Paul? 
Much lefſe may wee iudgethem that are within the viſible 
Church, and live vnder the meanes oftheir converſion , 
that is, the Miniſtry of Gods ward, Why? Is not Godas 
wellabie to heale the {ouley as tocure the body of whatſo- 
ever diſeaſe it hath? Isnot be now able to make of Sau/a 
Paul, of an eApoitarean eApoitle, ag well as ever hee was? 
Yes verily, his hard i not ſhoytyed that he cannot ſaue,as the Efa,go.s . 
Prophet faith, heis ill able; and willing to helpe, and to Eſa.59.1 , 
heale vs of whatſoever diſeaſe wee haue in ſoule or body, Matar, 
if wee come vntohim with vafained repentance of finnes 
paſt, with ſound faithin the merits of Chriſt for the par- 
don of thoſe ſinnes, and with earneſt and fervent prayer 
foe the obraming of that pardon, and for grace to part with 
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condenme the world;but that the world through him might be 

ſ#ved,ſaith Chriſt himſelfe, /oþ.3.17, ox 

\ {mage no.man then (_Iiay withthe Apoſtle) before the 

Trme, Lmeane touching, his finall eſtate, as that ſuch a one 
is acaſtaway. Tis true, we may and that lawfully judge of 
a mans preſent eſtate, as whether lite be. ſicke.in body orin 

| ſoule, whether he brings forth gaod fruit,pr bad fruit, or 

no fruit: But tofay (by reaſon of preſent barrennefle) Ne- 
- | - 


Ver 


I,Cor,4.v.s, 


Mat.21.v.19, 


EXXI 


Prou,24.Y. 17, 
is, 
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ver fruit grow on thee any more, that is beyond our know. 
ledge and our commiſſion, that ſcience and that ſentence 
belangs to Chrift and not to vs. He that to day is defperat- 
ly ficke both in body and ſoule, may to morrow be well a- 
mended for all that wee know, and ſo 1delire of the Lord 
leſus thatthey may be, | 


T hat we ſhould not make the ſinmes and infirmities, or the de 
ſtruilion of other men, a matter of our mirth,and re-. 
zoycimg, but our ſorrow and heauineſſe.. 


Thus faith the Lord . Reiogce not when thine enemie ful 
leth : and let not thine heart be glad when he ſtumbletb,leait 
the Lord ſee it , and'it diſpleaſe him, and he turne away hu 
wrath from him, The children of Godnener made themſelues 
merry with the infirmities, and miſeries of other men”, _ but 


Pſal.119. v.53. £7 jexcd at it , thus Dauid;-1e eyes guſh out with water, be- 
ler.13.v.17, cauſe men keep not thylaw:thus leremie,{fyee well not heave, 


Row.g,v.3. 


my ſoule hall weepe in ſecret places for your pride , and mine 
oye ſhall weepe ſore,and runne downe with teares, becauſe the 


Lords flock u carried away captine.So Paul, [ bane great hea- 


vineſſe and continual ſorrow mmy heart for my brethren, my 
kinſmen according to the fleſh the vnbeleeuing and diſobedi. 
dient Iewes , and thus other of the faints of God , £zech. 
94+ And this isOur part not toreioyce, but togrieueat the 
infirmities andcalamitiesof men inthe world. 

And this we may learne even from Narares teaching For 
if thou ſhouldeſt ſee a man grievouſly wounded , fetching 
deadly grones-, and drawing his laſt breth, would not even 
Natraxe -conſtraine thee to be ſorry to ſeeir, and not to 
make aſport anda paſtime thereof?How-muchlefle ſhould 
thou reioyce when thou ſeeſt thy brother or thyneighbour, 
wounding andftabbing himſelfe, eventotheheart , by his 
abominable finnes? As blaſphemies, prophaneſle, drunken- 
neſſe,8&c. how ſhould this wring even teares of blood from 
thee,rather then a laughter > We lament ouer the bodies of 
OUS. 


F 
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our friends, which we beleeue ſhall be raiſed to glory at 
the laſt day . How much more ſhould we mourne and [a- 
mentouer the ſoules of men , which goe downe vader the 
power of everlaſting death? Well, if thou haſt any grace in 
thee, it will eonſtiraine thee to lament for this; as Nature 
moues thee to.mourne for the other, The Prophets,and the 
Apoſiles, who had true grace, did grieue for rhe finnes and 
miſeries ofthe people, and © didChriſt himſelfe, Lak, 9. 
41,10h.11, 32. Be you followers herein. Whenthou ſeeſ 
{1nnersin words, Or Cihavieus to be out of the way, ifthoa 
couldſt infteed ofa ſmile, afford a tzare, thy teare might 
bapply make them relent, when thy (mile confirmeth.them 
in their wickedneſſe, For as many times the ſeeing of athers 
fall heartily to-their meat , brings on our ſtomacke: ſo the 
fghtof thy griefe for their offences, may worke alſo a 
griefe inthem that offend. Bur if notwithſtanding all this, 
thou wilt make a paſtime of linne, and reioyce in iniquitie, 
I ſay no more, but that ſo.doing, thou doett grieue the ho. 
ly ſpirit,and delight the ynholy ſpirit, the duuell:for ifrhoſe 
. helliſh ſpirits can haue any delight, this is their delighr,to 
ſee men linne ,, and to make a ſport of it, Andnow. if thou 
wilt be the Diuels Chanter , or Singing-man , ifthou wilt n 
orieue the holy ſpirit,to delight the helliſh ſpirits, why then 

oe 0n,he that is vniuſt, let him be vniuſt till, and he that's 

thy, let him befilthy till, and ſee what will come ofit, 1f Revi22. v.11, . 
Godbe tcue in his word , ( as he 1s moſt true ), they.will. 
proue #:tter pleaſures, Prov. 5.4, ſorrowfulllaughters, and- 
mournefult mirthes ,Prov.14 13.. 


Epheſ.4.30,- 


That we ſhould not faint in affl:ft10ns but-patiently endure in LXXI1. 
regard of the ioy that u ſet befare vs, andthe glory, 
 whichſhailbe revealed in vs 4 


Thus our Saviour Chriſt. For the wvy which was ſet before cy, (u vux, 
bim he endured the (rofſe,deſpiſing the ſhame, So Molſes,for Heb,1r1,25.29.., 
#be hope of the recompence: of reward, which wasin mercy 

L.3, promiſed. 
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. promiſed him, he refuſed to be called the ſonne of Pharoahs 
Danghter, andchoſe rather toſuffer affliftion with the people 
of God , then to enioy the pleaſures of ſrme for a ſeaſon, and 

this is written for our learning. wHiBr 

And we may gather allo ſome helpe to further our lear- 
ning herein, out of the Booke of Nature, The diſeaſed man 
eadures cutting , ſearing , for a ſhort vſe of a miſerable life; 
Shall we refuie to ſuffer any thing for the ioy that isſet be. 
fore vs? For the glory that ſhall berevealed m ve? Specially 
Rom.8.v.18. R—— , that the ſufferings of thu, preſent trme are not 
worthy of the glory, to be revealedin 4, as the Apolile ſaith, 
Not worthy to benamed on that dy, that this glory is ſpo- 
ken of. The ſufferings being ſhort and finite, and the glory 
infinite , Letnot the loue of a ſhort miſerable'life procure 
more patience of vs, then the loue of an eternall,ioytull,glo- 
riouslife: rather let'rhe'ſame mind bei you, which was alſo 
in Moſs, and in (hrift Ieſus, who for the ioy and glory that 
was ſet before them, endured the Croſſe , and deſpiſed the 

Jhame Heb. 1 2.1. TL 6 OR. | 


LXXIII That we ſhould not ſecke ropleaſe itching cares , that w,ſuch 
as deſire to heare novelties, and nienies, rather then 
the wholſome and ſautg doitrine of fatth 


and repentance,” 


rTim.4 13, Thusitis written. 2 attendance to reading; to'txhor 
z.Tim,z v,15* tation,to dottrine, Studie toſhew rhy ſelfe approued vnro'God, 
16, a workeman that needeth not to be aſhamea, rightly dividing 
the word of truth, But ſhunne profane and vaine babligs, for 
they increa(e vnto more vngodlyneſſe , Foolifh and untearned 
que ſtrons avoya knowing that they doe gender ftrifes, 2\Tim. 

2+23o 1Tim. 6.3. enbs Tn we'd: 
Nature will give vs ſome help to like well of this courſe, 
| when we leaue good nouriſhing meat, and feed vpon ſome 
roote,0r toy, it is afigne of queaſie, and crude ND 
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when hearers regard nor to heare rhe wholſome doarine 
of faith & repentance, but rather delight to be nibling on a 
root of difcipline,or ceremonie, it is a figne of much weak. 
OE TOY , which would be purged ratherthen fol- 
lowed. ; 

Chryſoſtome, thought himſelfe a very eloquent man, Hom.38.ad 
writeth rhus. Th# (ſaith he) ſabverreth the Church of God, Populum . 
that you deſire not to heare ſermons of compunttHon,but rather 
ſuch which may delight , by an Elegant compoſition of words 
andphraſes: And that we ( which is wonderfull ill ) follow your 
humogrs which we ſhouldpare away, 


Thus the Holy «ApoZe Paul, having aid to his hearers, 
the Epheſians, Awakethou that ſleepeſt, and ſtand vp from 
the dead,and Chriſt ſhall giue thee life, and ſo hauing row- 
ſed & raiſed vp their ſoules from the drowſinefſe & deadli- 
neſſe of finne ; he preſcribes them a meanes to keepe and 
preſerue their ſoules wakeing,and ingood health, and that 
is circumſpect walking . See that yee walke circumſpett Ephel.y,v.15, 
ly (faith he) ot as fooles but as wiſe redecrning the time. 
And this Natrre ſhewes to be a good 'meanes tokeepe 
and preſerue the ſoule in good caſe and ate. For as walk 
ing and ſtirring helpeto evocate , and hteathe out pecteant 
humors , to the preſeruing of che health of thebody: So. 
ſpirtuall exerciſes,and to be walking dilgently and confcio- 
nably in the duties of our profcfſion , furthers aid. pre. 
ſerues the health of theſoule.— ate 
Through floth,andidleneffe, ſound bodies haue beene 
Corrupted: And fo after ſaving grace receiued;if'we be noc 
Rirring and praRifing;Corruption,the world,pride, vnclea- 
neile or finne or other wil grow vpon vs. Wherefore if you 
defire the welfare of your ſoules.give diligenee toftirre vp 2. Tim G 
the gift of God that 4 in yon as the «Apoſtle (aith.Vp andbe | 
L | _ doing 
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doing, Bedoing,and conſcionably walking in the dutiesof 
your profefſion,and calling,both generall , of Chriftianitie, 
and particular,, wherein yee liue in the Church, Common. 
wealth,or family . Labour ia this kind is profitable both to 
ſoule,and body . 


LXXV Thatthe authority of the Charch i not aboue, nor yet equall 
with the authority of the Scriptare. 


1.loh.y , Thus faith the Holy Ghoſt by the mouth ofthe Apoſtle, 
If we receine the teft1monie,or witneſſe of men,the teffimonie 
of God #5 greater. And now the teſtimonie of the Church is 
the teſtimonie of men;and the teſtimonie of the ſcripture is 
1.Gor, 2.r,* the teſtimonieofGod: And ſhall not this be greater, and of 
Plal,13.7, reater authoritie? Shall mens voice and ceſtimonie be a- 
oue Gods ? See how the very /ight of Natnre Cries downe 
this. | 
By the order and Courſe which God hath ſet downe in 
Nature,we ſeethat the voice and authoritie of the ſpouſe 18 
1,Cor.7.v. 32- inferiour tothe voice and awthoritie of the Bride-groome, 
The h »ſyand hatb authoritie oner his wife , as long as he li. 
neth,the Apoſtle being witneſie: And ifhe die, leauing his 
will and teſtamentbehind him,ſhe cannor adminiſter as ſhe 
Eſa.54.v.5. will, butas his will requires : And now Chriſt \sthe Bride. 
groome,0f huſband of his ({rch, And the Charch, is his 
ſpouſe or wife: And Chriſt,the huſband of this ſpouſe,isnot 
Reuel.r,v. 13, dead,but aliue,and alive for enermore. Indeed (brit died 
concerning finneonce,and is departed from the {hurch his 
ſpouſe for a while in reipe& of his bodily preſence ; But he 
did not dye inteſtate or without a w:{; before he departed, 
he made a w-l, and eft it behind him at his going away: 
and this not an vnceftaine Nuncapative will but a certaine 
jh.s y 39- : wr't ten will: a wil withewo ſeales, which is the Scripture 
.20.y. 2% with the two Sacy aments, 
What meaneth then che people of Rome in crying our, 
T he Church, the (hwrch, or the ſpouſe the ſpouſe, the autho- 


Tity 
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rity'of the Church, or ſpouſe is greater?What 1s not Chyj/t, 
the bride- groome aliue,That the {pouſe ſhould- carry a- 
way all the name, and (way and rule? I hoid it good, that 
as wee ſhould honour God, our Father: So wee ſhould ho- 
nour the Church our Mother, with the honour due vato 
her: But why ſhould the Mother haue the chiefeft honour, 
the higheſt authority Why ſhould they be all for the wife, 
and little or nothing for the Husband? Verily I ſee no e- 
quity, nor honeſty in this. / ſuffer not a woman to vſnrpe 0-, Ciao 
ver the man, ſaith S* Pasl, itis vnſufferable in his opinion, 1.cor.7 
and he fake by the ſpirit of God, And the truth is, if their | 
Church were an honeſt woman (thar is Chrifts owne 
ſpouſe) vnleſſe they would make much of her husband 
Chriſt and his word,the would not be made much of them. 
But now Chriſt is departed from his Church in reſpe& of Ob. 
his bodily preſence, ſo that now his Church 1s left to her 
ſelfe, as it. were a widdow. True, Chriſt is now departed auſw, 
from his Church for a little fpace , in regard ofhis bodily 
preſence, as the Scripture ſaith;though the RomaniZFs will aa 1.9.&C 
have him to beftill corporally preſent in cheir Sacrament: 3,2xz. 
But though he be departed for acercaine ſpace, yet he hath 
not-left the Church (his ſpouſe) ro admuniſter vpen the 
whole ſtocke, according as ſhee pleaſe inthe meane time: 
no, not ſo, he madea will and teſtament, (as I told you) 
(which is the Scripture) and hee hath commanded the ,.cor.,.s, 
Church, his ſpouſe, to execute that,and not herowne will: 
toexecute it truly and faithfully, without adding to , or Aevet.32.18, 
diminiſhing from it, or any way corrupting it,ſo that there *? * 
is no ground for the Church, to preferre, or to equall her 
will andauthority,with her husbands will, which is che 
Scripture. | | | 

- Whatcthen may the Church of Rome pretend for prefer. 
ring, Or at leaſt equalling her will and authority, with the 
will and authority of Chriſt in the Scripture? Their preten- 
ces I find to bethe&, that the Church is the keeper and 
witnefle of the Scripture ;the pillar and foundation of the 
ola T M Scripture 
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Scripture; the diſcerner of true Scripturefrom falſe & ſup» 
poſititious writings ; the interpreter & publiſher of the 
Scripture; in briefe, that we cannot know Scripture to be 
Scripture but by the Church. 

Now ſee the weakneſfe of theſe pretences and grounds 
to build vpon., We doe not know the Scripture to be Scrip- 
ruce, but by the Church ſay they, No? May not a man 
hauing eyes perceiue the [1ght of the Sunne without the 
meanes of any other light? May not a man know day by 
day-light? Even ſoa man that js not blindin his vader- 
ſanding, and hath his eyes opened and annointed by the 
eze-ſalye of Gods ſpirit, may perceive the Scripture to bee 
Scripture by the very light of Scripture it ſelfe, by the di. 
vine maieſty of God ſhining bright, and ſpeaking to vs 
therein. wa 

'Bucletill theſe things be granted, that the Church is 
the:keeper, the witneſle, the diſcerner, the interpreter and 
publiſher, the pillar and foundation of Scripture , yet all 
this doth not proue that her authoricy is aboue, or equall 
with the Scripture: No, not in »ateurallwiſdome; for what 
if a woman keepes her husbands will, and proves it, and 
beares witneſle to it when time ſerues, is ſhee therefore of 
greater authority then her husband? And is her will before 
or equall with his? Hath a jewell his excellency from the: 
keeper or from it ſelfe? Doth a witnefſe make or manifeſt 

1ch.4.v.23, ruth? Why? the woman of Samaria, bare witneſſe of 
20, — Chriſt, was ſhe therefore of morecredence, and greater au- 
loh,t.15, thority then Chriſt? tohn Baptiſt, and the Apoſiles, and 
AR.2.32.c.10» all the Prophets bare witnefle of Chriſt, were they there- 

43s. fore of Greater authority then Chriſt? | 

I but the Church is not only a witneſſe, but a diſcerner 

of true Seripeure; True, the Church hauing che ſpirit of 

Chriſt, can diſcerne true Scripture from falſe and ſuppoſi 

titious writings, but how?.Not by her owne tudgement, 

but by the helpe of Scripture, as a Gold-ſmith,by a touch- 

Kone doth not make gold but try and diſcerne Gold wo 
OLoEe. 
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other mettalls: Sothe ({»rch hauing the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
can diſcerne Scripture by the touch. ſtone of Scripexre: and 
hauing the giftof propheſie, Shee can interpret Scripture, 
but alwatesremembred by Scripture: ſhee is not a Mags. 
fteriall but a Mmilteriall inrerpreter; (hee cannot make 
Scripture, no more then a Gold-ſmith can make Gold, but 
only diſcerne, and manifeſt Scripture by Scripture. 

I, but the Charch « the pillar and fomndation of the truth, 
as the Apoſtleſaith, and as the Rowani/ts doe much vrge. 
What then? Is ſhee therefore the rule of truth? or theword 
of truth? Why, a Kg putsforth a Proclamation concern- 
ing his will and pleaſure, to be obſerued by his ſubicRs,and 
he commaunds his officers to publiſh it,and tofaſten it to a 
pillar or poſt in ſome publike place, that all may ſee and 
know it, Now becauſe the Kmgs officer proclaimes and 
publiſhes the Kings pleaſure, is he therefore of greater au- 


1,Tim,3. v.15, 


thority then the King? Or becauſe the Proclamation is 


faſtned to apillar or poſt, and the poſt vpholds it , is the 
Poſt therefore of geater authority then the Proclamation? 
No man will ſay ſo:Why.ſo it is here,God the King of Hea- 
ven and Earth hath put forth his proclamation concerning 
his will, which isthe holy Scripture, and he hath comman- 
ded his Churchto publiſh it, and vphold it by. her Mini. 
ſtry, asa, pillar, or poſt vpholdeth a Proclamation, or. a ta. 
ble of Lawes and ſtatutes : Now becauſe God hath made 
the Church as it were a. pillar to ſhew and vphold his 
truth, muſt ſhe therefore be the rule of truth > Or equall 
with the word of truth? Doth an Hera/d or Cryer that pro- 
claimes the Kings pleaſure, giue any authority to1t? Or on- 
ly manifeſt his pleaſure > Let God be true then, and every 


an a lyar,who denies the ſupreme authoriry of the&crip. Rom g.4. 


tare,and letthat puniſhment light vpon them that addeto 


or detra&t from Gods word, which belongs, and is wont Thewords of 


to be executed vpon thoſe that clippe the Kings Gluer, or 
goe abour to coine without his commiſſion, even death ex- 
cept they repent, | | | 
M 2 T hat 


the Lotd are 


pure words;as 
liluer tried, 


EXXVII 


Prou,16.v.31, 


Eccle\ 25.2 , 
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That the plea of the Papiſts in ſaying that their religion ts 
the old religion, and their ( burch the Cathol:que 
Church, is not ſufficeent to prone their 

Church and reltgron to be true. 


Thus faith the word of truth. The hoary head ( or old 
age) 3 acrowne of glory, but how? If it be found in the way 
of righteoufneſſe. All kinde of elderſhip and antiquity is not 
honourable and acceptable before God, or men, If a man 
be an old adzlterer that dereth, ſucha one my ſoxle hateth 
faith the wiſe man. If elderſhip and antiquity were fuffici- 


_ enttocommend chings vnto vs, then all ſhould bee well, 


Mart.5.21,27. 


v.33. 
v.43« 


Fpheſi4.Ve 32. 


zJlok 5.19. 
Mat.7s 


all things ſhould be goad, finne, and error, yea and the di- 
vel himſelfe ſhould be good: for he is old and auncient; 
even as auncient as the world within a little, and fo errour 
and vice is not much ſhort of truth & vertue for antiqui- 
ty ; yee hane heardby themof. old time, faith (hriff, 
T how ſhalt not kill, T howſhalt not commit adnltery. Thou. 
Jhalt not forfweare thy ſelfe.Tho# ſhalt loue thy Neighbour, 
and hate thy Enemie,&c.And ſo how men have corrupted: 
the law with their falſe gloſſes, expounding tt aitogether- 
of the outward aQt: fo that as truth and vertue t5 old and 
ancient, fo likewiſe is error and vice, As there is an ancient 
truth:fo there is an old error and corruption which the ſcrip- 
eure calls the o{4 au, becauſe it is asold as humane nature; 
euen very neere asold as Adam our firſt Parent. And as er= 
ror, ſuperſtition, & vice is old & ancient, ſo alſo is it Cathos 
tique, that is generall and vniverſall,asthe word doth fgni< 
fie; 1t-isas Carholique and vniverſall as truth and vertue it 
ſelfe; or rather more Catholique and generall; for the whole 
worldlyeth in wickedneſſe and bit a tew in verity and good= 
neſſe. Error and viee areas Catholique as truth aud vertue, 
mall kinde of refpes inthis world, they are Catholique 
m reſpeQ of times, of places,of perſons, efall ages,fexe and 
conditions. What times 2 what places ? what perſons? 


What. 
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what ages, ſexe and conditions of men haue beene altoge.. 
ON free from errors and vice? the ſcripruce ſpeakes ofnone 
tuch. 

What is the matter then,that the Romani, doe ſoglory 
m theoldneſſeand catholiqueneſſe of their faith and reli- 
gion, receancd by tradition from their father? Way a mans. 
fairh and religion may be ſoold and: catholique, as that it 
may be the worſe for it, as if it be an old , anda catholique 
errour or ſuperſtition,as theirs 1s,in thoſe things wherein 
they differ from vs. Tis true ,the laying is to bee allowed & 
- receaued, Bonum quo antiquita eo meliuzs, quo communis 
eo melin, A good thing the more ancient, & the more com- 
mon andgenerall it is,the better it is: But(alwaies rewem- 
bred) ir muſt be bonum: good, if it ceaſe to bee bonum, good, 
then quo antiquim, communingeo peins the more ancient 
& the more catholique or common 1t is,the worſe it is:8 fo 
is the Romiſh faith,or faRion,the more ancient & catholike 
is, the worſe ir is, becaule it is not vera & bona fides , a 


true anda ſound faith,. Ifthey can proue that their religion 


is old andtrue,and noterroneous,and their ( bwrch a holy 
catholique ( hrrch,and not an vnboly catholique ftrumper, 
then it is well, then we will toyne with them - but todoe 
this they muſt doe more then ever they haue done hitherto, 
fince their fall: yeaand in very truth, it is more then ever 
they will be able truely todoe in the points wherein they 
differ from vs. ES 

Be no more childrenthen;toſſedto and fro, & carried abont 
with every winde of doitrine,by the ſleight of men, & cunning 
craftineſſe whereby they lye in waight to deceaue,as the APO= 
tle ſaith, Let not every doctrine that carries a ſhew of antl- 
quitie,andcatheliqueneſſe or vniverſality preſently win 
your loue and liking, for there is antiquity and an vniverfa- 


Ephe\4.v. 14; 


lity oferrour,as well as of truth: (#/fome without truth , # Cypriar 
but antiquitie of error, as Saint Cyprian faith, Proue then Epif!,74. 


antiquirie by truth, rather then truth by antiquity, that is 
the ſafer courſe, Fo 
Mz: I Might 


Abac.2.2+ 


Rom.1,v.,20, 
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I might goe on farther in this worke of Tra»//ation which 
I haue-here begunne: but becauſe my deſire herein is more 
to profit others then my ſeife,[ here containe my felfe , till I 
ſee the event, | | 

Christan Reader, by this which I haue done,thou maiſt 
ſce how that many and profitable inſtruftions may be lear- 
ned by reading the (mall Booke of Natare, T hy ſelfe, And 
now if thou wilt accept of my counſell,I would adviſe thee 
ro read and (tudy thy ſelfe thine owne body with the fa- 
ſ\hioa,Ration,office,and vie of the members thereof. And 
tolearne things heauenly,by conſidering of things earthly, 
to learne ipirituall by naturall things. _ 

The plea of ignorance 18 A common plea, and gots forcur- 
rant, Alas Sir,we are ignorant and not booke-learned;orwe 
want teachers,is the common and . maine excuſe of man 
men and women,when they are told of their faults. 

Well,fay it be ſo,thatthou art not Beoke-/earned, as that 
thou canſt not read thy Bible, or the Booke of holy Scrip. 
ture;yet thou maiſt read the Booke of Narwre,thy (elfe:thar 
is alwatesat hand.,and freely beſtowed vpen thee without 
any charge: that is plaine and eafie,as that thou maiſt runne 
and read,or at leaft ſpell what thy durie is , that is portable 
and eafie of carriage, for thou canſt goe no where but thou 
muſt carry that Booke about thee. Look then into ir ſorve= 
t1mes,if thou canſt not , or if thon haſt noliſt or lealureto 
read the Scripture,as ſome wickedly vſe to ſay : why then 
looke into the Booke of Nature,Thy ſelfe,and thereby learne 
heauenly wiſdome: there is exongh ro make thee without exc - 
cuſe, There is a doable vſe to bee made ofevery creature, 
the one Naturall,the other Spirituall:Contentnot thy ſeife 
with thenaturall vſe, without the ſpirituall: Doe as Travel. 
lers ina far country , make ofevery thing thou ſeeſt a good 
in(tru&ion,and every aCtion a ſtirrop to heauenly medita- 
tion. Ihaue ſhzwed thee in ſome meaſure how to read Thy 
ſelfe,how to tranſlate this Booke of Narure into the w/e of 
Grace: now this doe. This ſtudy may become the beſt and 


learnedeſt 
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learned'ſt of vs all, it was King Davids ſtudy , Plalme 139. 
14-17. 

"Bur I haveread this LeRure principally for their ſake, 
who vie toplead ignorance,and to ay they are not booke- 
learned,or that rhey want teachers, and ſo thinke to excuſe 
themſclues in their finnes ; Here 1 haue ſhewed that this 
pretence & excuſe will not ſerue, becauſe the very Booke of. 
ature 1s ſufficient to cut off this excule: or to vie the words 
of the Apoſtle, becauſe the inviſible things of God, from the 
creation of the world ( and in particular from the creation 
of man)are clearely ſeene. being vnderſiood b 7 the things that Rem 1.20 ; 
are made,even his eternall power and Godhead. ſo that they 
are without excuſe. Conſider then the things that are made, 
confidey T by ſelfe and thereby get vnderſtanding, Conſider 
what I hane ſaid unto thee , and the Lord gine thee under- 2.,Timv.a,y, 
ſtanding in all things. | Gn 


FINIS.. 


P Age 4. line 25.read beatiſfimz for bapriſlimz, p.9.l, 2.1, diſcaſed £. 
diſpleaſed, p.r9,16, dele they, p.20.120. deleowne, p,53.r.ſparkles 
f ſparkes, p.87.1,24.r, evacuate f, evocate, ib,1.26.r,ſpirituall £ſpir tuall, 
P. 4. 11n marg,r.Par,in Romy, Par, in,& Rom,5,10.f,Rom.6, 9. p, 32. 
,Ecclel. f, C. 
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Wee? 


whe heads " certaine KY ARG. elivered in 
' the Booke of Grace, and here illuſtrated by 

| | the Booke of Nature, are theſe, 
1 Thatthere is a God, So 


2 That there & a Trinity of Perſoit, in the Uni of Di. 
vine Eſſence, andan pnity Cy” E ſſence i in the 7.7 of 
Perſons, 


That our Lord Tefus (hrift the Sonue of: God , bs Ge 


h and Alan, | 

4 That leſm (hriff the Some of God'ts ( veternal with 

CET the Father. Fo 

"% Thet. Gedi in his Nature and eAttributes t oe. a 

_ bhenfible, 6. 

6 Thatthe knowledge af Gol Jon of the rhing of God, ts 
to be learned of God himfelfe m his word.” Fo 


7 Thatthere is but ove meansof ſalvation eves c hrift. 7 
That we mult hane a ſeoſe and a ſorrow for our yr flawet, he- 

. fore me can beſavedb Chriſt, | 8 

9 - That weewuſt confi Fd ony waies and take notice of our 

_ ſinnes and miſery, before we can truly repent, and thyne 


to God, JO. 
10 That confeſſion of fiunes brings peace to the ſoule, and 
.  quietneſſe to the hearts TO. - 


N it That 


11 That we ſhould not be deiefted in mind, or caft away our 
. hope by reaſon of troubles of minde, treights of conſcs= 
+ ence or vexationof Spirit. | "1.534, 
12. T hat the ſoule is immortall, WS 
13- That there ſhall be a reſurreition of the body. I3: 
14 That the ſalvation of thoſe which truly repent, and vn. 
* fainedly beleene the holy Goſpelt,s ſure and certaine. 14. 
15 That no man hearing of Gods eternall predeſtination, 
and vnchangeable decree, us to call away the care of a 
good life, Ys A 15, 
16 That Gods not the amthor of ſinne, 16, 
'17 That we ſhould not be. queſtroning- of ; hidden thingy, 
ar of thoſe things which are .not profitable to know. 


13 That wee areto aſcribe the praiſe and glory of all { 
- good wee thinke,ſpeake,or doe to the goodneſſe and praiſe 
of God, and not to our owne good nature, + | 

.19 That we aretordiſe our af it ions from earthly things, 
and to ſer them on things that are aboue, 


19. 
20 T hat the things of this world ave not ſattfattory, ar able 

to fill aud content the mind of man. it. 

. .21 That we ought to endeavour to grow every, day better 
+» andbetter andta increaſe in grace, 23. 
22 That wee doe not line the life of grace, wnleſſe wee bee 
attime and ſtirring mm well doing , deſirous and dili.. 

gent in ſeeking the preſervation thereof, ſenſible of what 


-.: may burt.it, andcarefulltoreſpiiit, 24- 
.'23 That wee capt line the life of grace, except wee attend 
upon the word of grace the holy ſcripture. preg 7 


24 That wee muſt take heed of omitting that good which 
wee ſhould doe, as well as of committing that evill which 
wee ſhould not doe, if mee deſire to ſane, and not to hoſe 

our ſoules,.. og Do 

25. That noman us to neglett the preaching of the Goſpel, 
becauſe God can ſane without it. No OOS 

26 That no man be he ever ſo eminent for learning, for Wiſe 


o0m9 


dome, for wealth and honour, i to neglelt the hearing 
of Gods word, and exeyciſing himſelfe therein. 30, 
27 That ſuperionrs, and men of great and emment place, or 
grace about others, are not to deffiſe and contemme their 
' mnſeriours, for their low and meane eftate beneath 

"4 hem, Be OT 5. 1: 

28 T hat inferiours ought not to ewvy thery ſuperionrs, be. 
Cauſe of their greatneſſe aboue them, but to bee content 
with their place. I EA Ba, 33s 

29 That we ought to haue a ſympathy, or fellow. feeling of 
one anthers miſery, and to be ready to helpe and com. 
fort one another, 4+ 
30 That wee ſhould endeavour with all diligence to bold Us 
nity and concordone with another, SEAT 7 2 
31 That torevenge our ſelues, eÞecially in every petty ins 
| tury, ts aſigne of great weakneſſe, and not of a good ſpirit 
or mettall, I "oy 6 1 Bs 

32 That wee ſhould avoid all buſy medling with things not 
| belonging t0 Vs, and beyond the bounds of our call- 


NN | 37 
33 That we ſhould ſeeke the common good, and not our owne 
_ . private alone, | 38. 


34 "That wee ſhould honour, and obey the higher powers the 
' Magiſtrates and Miniiters, NONE 29. 
25 That wee ſhouldbe willing to be at charge, and to take 
aines for the maintenance of the King and ſkate. 40. 
36 That the life and welifare of our ſupreame head and go- 
 wernour,the King, us to be tentred, andpreferred before 
our owne, Or An J, other mans life or wellfare. 2 

37 That they ſhould behaue themſclues well both in word 
_ aud deed, that be ſuperionrs. 42 
38 That Governouys aud Commanders ſhould regard ſout- 
diours and gine them maintenance, 43» 
39 That initice iuſtly executed ts the life and wellfave of 
the common-wealth. | 44- 


That there i but one Chnrch, Fo 
ox N 2 41 The 


41 That Chriſt # the ſupreame head of the (hurch and not 
the Pope. . 
42 That the Rowane 


'& Lurch i not the (" atholique Church. 


43. That wee onght to approne of the imparity of aadivee, 
and the unquall diviſion of Gods gifts in the C burch, 

44 That the Church of Rome u dt to bethe better chow 
Gojer her ourward pompe nnd glory: nor the Church of 
England,and the reſt of the = Ig { burches the 
oy to b, thought of, for their © plaine and-meane = 
nl IO EEE DO TIT WYKT, Hel LIT TIS 9. 
45 That the Church of England ts not to be forſaken, my 
paratedfrom, by reaſon of ſome ſuppoſed errours and cor- 
roptions therein, | | | FO 

46 That the vaice of God ſounding inhis written word the 
' Holy Seriptureys the fpeakgng decider of all controver- 
'  fles inthe Charth. SS SET + 
47 That wee ought to deny only ſelues (that is onr owne 
| indgements, our owne wills and afelion S our owne 
- works and worthineſſe) eAndto follow Chriſt, by beleeu- 
ing inhins as our only\Sxviour, and: obeying him #5 our 

_ : Chiefe Lord, LOR. PREY OR Te , 
38 That Parents, and all Matters of families, ſhould bee 
carefulltopurge and ridde their houſes of all Idolaters, 

xi and tebet wilfoll and obinere ſinners.  _ 56. 
xv That all both men and women, high & low, ſhould Jabs 
themſelues ty goe after theirplact and ejtare, and to vſe 
that habst or ra Far meet for them, 57 

go That weſhouldnot be forward to cenſure or ts inage other 


51 That G od is omniſcient, aud knoweth allthmgs that wee 
ade, fpeake, orthinke. Gs | 69s 
$2 That the wiſdome and power of God in the making and. 
h framing of the body of man,is wonderfull and praiſe-wor- 

| ys. '£- | 60. 
5-3. 


53 That Godonly is muſt bowtly, andlone worthy; 62. 

54 iþ *i wee ought to heare only ſuch things a come from 

| 65» 

55 That weſhoald: Port to heave and flow 1 Fo. ofbedke, 65. 

56 That wet FOu8 ioyme prattiſe and Profeſſion —_— | 
66. 


57 Thi #12 thn nivey bant E” wp hear, as long. a wer 
' . banea bad tous rut, ahd1hall an evill life. \'' + + 66. 
F 3 That 3; Dory zot > abuſs our PMgaes tothe dr Goring 
I. of ( Go dby Frwearii ,orto the ar faming of men by flanuder- 
| 2 or anykind 8 vill peaking. 67 

5 9.T \ oat pore a TON oÞe ouy eyes Fo every obieft; '- 5:08, 
0brj careful to keepe and preſernc | 
chart fight, bs Va of Fatth, From any hart or 
P lemi "yy 1 69, 
61 That wee ſhould abhorre idlbenzſe and very one walke 
*, ina lawful cali ', Elle avahrin td de the beſt, good 
0! We bans with the paftr which'Gs, hath pyven wy; - | 
62 T00 the greathr our z.eals' painer” ; travel DA 7 1A | 
a the lakes be tn "ql ſs the greater Jhell bee rhe 

vx? a 

6 3 Tri rojo gf $4 L'3; dif baprozil fo tvidd the. 7: 
of our calling, becauſe we cannot work? thit ;To which - 


wee deſire. 73 
64 That we ſhould not goe beyoud our gifts. 75. 
65 That Parents ſhould accommodate their children to a = 
calling. PIT Fes 
66 That ignorance is the Lanſe *f- fin ſine, and alſo of LES 
fearfull deſtruttion. *'** 78, 


67 That we ſhould be very carefull that we doe yot wittin 1g 
ly, and willingly offend againſt the checks of conſcience, 
and the cleerelight of Gods word. 79. 

68 That we ſhould not venture vpon the committing of any 
the leaſt ſinne, vponpreſumptionof Gods mercy, or m . 
hope of future repentance, 

69 That wee muſt take ſpeciall heed of recidrvat ion, or fall. 
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ing into the ſame ſine againe, after wee haue once res 
perted. thereof, ard forſaken it. _ 81 
70 That wee ſhould not indge of them as yeprobates or 
. - caſt. awaies, who hauing profeſſed Chrift && his religion, 
afterwards fall there-from in time of perſecution, or ſome 
fFrong temptation, | 32 
71 That wee/hould not make the ſinnes and infirmities, or 
the miſeries of other men, a matter of our mirth and re- 
ioycing, but of our ſorrow and heavineſſe. fo 84 
72 That we ſhould not faint im affistions ; but patiently en= 
dure, inregard of the joy that us ſet before vs, and the 
: glory that ſhall be revealedinys, 8g, 
73 That weſhould not ſecke to pleaſe itching eares , that 
- 8ſuch as deſireto bearenovelties, rather then the whol- 
3 ſome doftrine of fatth audrepentance, 86, 
74." That it is good for our ſoules health to be walking dili= 
75 That the authority of the (hurch: ts not aboue, nor yet 
' equall with the authority of the ſcyiptuye, *' © $8. 
.76-That the plea of the Payiroty ſaying, their R MOgies 7 
: theold Religion, and their Church t the Catholique 
. Church, # not ſufficient toprove their Church and Reli- 
WT__C_____.-c- 
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